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Visions and Objectives
Community Consultation Document
Consultation period
from 19 September until 30th September
th

Via the website www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk
Or at the Drop-In Sessions at the Memorial Hall
Fri 19th September
Sat 20th September
Fri 26th September
Sat 27th September

10.00 am - 7.00pm
9.30 am - 1.00pm
10.00am - 7.00pm
9.30am - 1.00pm

Ponteland Neighbourhood Steering Group,
has taken the analysis from the previous Survey in 2012,
Questionnaire responses in 2013 collated evidence and
identified eight sections to form the Vision for Ponteland for
the next 16 years.

Our Aims for the future are:

•

To cherish the unique characteristics of the civil parish of Ponteland.

•
•
•
•
•

To promote a sustainable prosperous community that supports a high quality of life for all the residents.
To encourage a distinctive and flourishing settlement to include the entire civil parish.
To promote an environment safe from flood risk and adaptable to climate change.
To recognise that Ponteland is an area of high quality natural environment and protected wildlife.
To acknowledge that any change should be for the long term benefit of the whole community.

Designated area of the Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan
Ponteland Civil Parish

This is your opportunity
This document sets out the key issues identified from:




Initial Survey 2012
Questionnaire 2013
Summary from the evidence base researched by each of the 8 Topic Groups

Each section states a general topic aim/s from the evidence gathered from your responses to the Initial
Survey, Questionnaire, detailed research and evidence gathered by each Topic Group.

This is the first round of public consultations that the neighbourhood plan will go through and it is
essential that you play your part in responding at each stage.

Each topic group has its own page in this booklet where our proposed objectives are printed out at the
bottom of each page.

How to respond


You have a choice either use the facility on the website where you just click and return
www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk




If you are attending the drop in sessions you will be provided with a response sheet to complete
whilst you are viewing the displays, this will be collected at the thank you desk (point of exit)
Alternatively, use this booklet and return to the Ponteland Town Council Office at the
Meadowfield Industrial Estate. Collection box is available.

Why respond




We have listened to your comments at previous events and we will continue to listen.
This Community Consultation is important to the future shape of the Neighbourhood Plan.
The Localism Act empowers its community to make a real difference.

About our Neighbourhood Plan and the alternatives

What will the Plan give us?





The plan will cover a period of 16 years.
It allows communities to exert more control over where development takes place.
Can influence the type and quality of that development.
To ensure that any change meets local objectives.

The alternative to adopting our own Neighbourhood Plan is:




To live with continued inappropriate development pressure.
To be forced into a reactive approach, responding to each planning application as it is made.
Uncertainty.

The Bigger Picture:





Neighbourhood Planning will allow us to determine our future instead of people being told what
to do.
The Government thinks that local communities should have a genuine opportunity to influence
the future.
By working with the support of our Local Authority our Neighbourhood Plan will be in line with
National Planning Policy.
To further strengthen our role developers will have to respond to the Ponteland Neighbourhood
Plan and consult with the local community.

What does the Community need to do?



Actively take part in this current consultation and share your views with us and make a real
difference.
This is your opportunity, as part of the community, to shape the future of Ponteland Civil Parish.

A “Five Stage Process” for developing a Neighbourhood Plan
1. Area Designation
The application by Ponteland Town Council, which included a map of the proposed
neighbourhood area and why it is appropriate for neighbourhood planning process, was
approved by NCC in June 2013

2. Preparing & Publishing the Plan
This includes establishing community aspirations and priorities, identifying a vision and
objectives, and publishing and consulting on the plan to-date.

3. Submission
To include a map of the area, draft plan, statement on how it meets basic conditions,
consultation statement. The plan will be publicised by NCC for at least 6 weeks.

4. Independent Examination
Neighbourhood development plans must be examined by an independent examiner to test
whether they meet certain legal requirements before they may be put to a local referendum
and adopted by Northumberland County Council. The Independent Examiner will
recommend whether the plan should be put to a local referendum.

5. Referendum
NCC, where recommended, will organise a local referendum. For the neighbourhood plan to
be adopted it must receive majority support from the local community. If more than 50% of
the Ponteland respondents vote in favour of the plan then NCC must adopt it as planning
policy.

Vision Statement
“Our vision is to maintain and enhance the unique character of Ponteland”

A Conservation & Heritage
Our aim is to ensure that the quality of townscape is preserved or enhanced as well as protecting
individual buildings through the preparation of a “Character Statement”.

The issues the community identified through the initial survey & questionnaire are:
95% of those responding supported the view that protection should be extended to include the trees and
green spaces on the approach roads to Ponteland.
85% agreed that the Conservation Area should be reviewed and extended.
90% of respondents supported the view that there should be restrictions on the type of front boundaries
permitted in order to maintain and enhance wildlife corridors.
69% supported the extension of Tree Preservation Orders to all properties.

Summary of Evidence






The relationship of open spaces, streets, paths, gardens and the historic layout of property
boundaries.
Vistas and gap views.
Activities.
Quality shop fronts, street furniture and surfaces.
Characteristic materials, scaling and features.

Our proposed Objectives:
A1. To promote the historic centre of Ponteland village through a robust Character Statement, a local list
of buildings of interest and strengthened policies.
A2. To promote the open spaces in Ponteland village and Darras Hall and the “green approaches” through
appropriate designation and policies.
A3. To require the protection of the existing protection of Darras Hall character.
A4. To promote the reduction of existing traffic through Ponteland village by promotion of a future relief
road, with traffic calming measures and appropriate reserved route.
A5. To require the protection of the Green Belt, in particular the strategic separation from the Airport and
the encroachment of Newcastle upon Tyne.

B Natural Environment, Open Spaces & Habitats
Our Aim: To take pride in the assets of our rural setting, to encourage the protection of our natural
environment and the biodiversity that it supports.

The issues the community identified through the initial survey & questionnaire are:
89% of respondents wished to see the Green Belt around Ponteland protected from future
development.
3% of respondents did not want the Green belt to remain protected.
27% recognised that in order to develop infrastructure and possible future housing some Green Belt
may need to be used but wished this to be minimised.

Summary of Evidence




The relationship of the civil parish of Ponteland with its heritage and rural setting.
Issues related to biodiversity.
Public access and green spaces.

Our proposed Objectives:
A1. To require any new development to respect and protect the natural environment wherever
possible.
A2. To require the protection of our historical hedgerows around the fields and network of waterways.
A3. To promote the protection and enhancement of facilities for recreation and the provision of access
for residents, workers and visitors of all ages.
A4. To promote the conservation and enhancement of the landscape, open spaces and wildlife.

C Housing & Affordable Housing
Our Aim is to encourage new housing provision to meet the needs of the Community.
Any policies suggested are designed to ensure that new development respect the unique
characteristics of the settlements within the civil parish.

The issues the community identified through the initial survey & questionnaire are:
4% of respondents supported the proposal in Northumberland County Council Draft Core Strategy
that Ponteland should contribute an additional 850 houses over the next 20 years. This increased to
19% if it could be achieved without the loss of green belt.
80% of residents expressed the view that any new housing development in Ponteland should not
exceed the scale of that seen in the village over the last 10 years.
92% of respondents were of the view that new housing should preferably be built only on
previously developed land.
25% of respondents considered that affordable housing for social needs was a priority.
Over 50% of these who expressed a view considered that housing development should not be left
to market demand.

Summary of Evidence




Any new development respects the existing character.
A need to provide a better housing mix to include socially rented, affordable rented and
intermediate housing.
Small scale housing developments with a provision for smaller houses 1-2 bed
bungalows/houses to accommodate downsizing and first time buyers.

Our proposed Objectives:
C1. To require that new houses, are appropriate to the demonstrable needs of Ponteland.
C2. To require that new developments take place in appropriate locations, in stages, and only when
required by a demonstrable housing need.
C3. To require that the size of future developments, their location and design does not harm the
existing character of Ponteland.

D Retail, Business & Employment
Our Aim: Seek creative ways in re-energising the centre of Ponteland, Main Street and the Broadway.
Look towards local sustainable economic growth and match to local employment.
Create imaginative ways for new opportunities in Leisure and Tourism.

The issues the community identified through the initial survey & questionnaire are:
79% respondents wished to see the existing shopping facilities subject of a major improvement; this was
clearly seen as the most important public service.
58% of respondents were of the view that Ponteland needs to retain an Industrial Estate.
51% were in favour of this being relocated to a peripheral location in order to free up land for other
uses.
34% of respondents said that they would prefer to work in Ponteland, if they could.
15% considered facilities for visitors of low importance.

Summary of Evidence



Carried out an existing assessment of Retail, Commercial, Industrial, Rural, Tourism & Leisure.
Carried out a proposed assessment of Retail, Commercial, Industrial, Rural, Tourism & Leisure.

Our proposed Objectives
D1. To identify and encourage employment opportunities for appropriate, sustainable economic growth
across the Parish.
D2. To promote opportunities to enhance, diversify and improve the range of shops and services within
the centre of Ponteland and Broadway.
D3. To promote innovative solutions for the centre of Ponteland in tandem with improvements to
infrastructure and a relief road.
D4. To promote diversification, sustainable development, leisure and tourism across the Parish.

E Transportation and Highways
Our Aim to review traffic solutions for local congestion at peak times, heavy goods vehicles and traffic
heading north to Scotland from the ferry crossing, in high season.
With safety in mind, encourage cycle paths and pedestrian footpaths as an alternative means of
transport.

The issues the community identified through the initial survey & questionnaire are:
72% of respondents are concerned about traffic congestion.
74% supported the principle of a northern link road around Ponteland if a suitable route could be
agreed.
84% felt that traffic congestion in the vicinity of local schools is considered to be dangerous as well as
inconvenient.
50% were opposed to the metro lin being extended to Ponteland.

Summary of Evidence




Review the need for a relief road around Ponteland village.
Seek alternative methods for local transport within Ponteland.
Review public car parking spaces for future need.

Our proposed Objectives
E1. To promote the reduction of traffic congestion in and around Ponteland by the use of appropriate
traffic management systems and the promotion of a future relief road.
E2. To promote the provision of safer cycling in and around Ponteland.
E3. To promote safer travelling to and from schools for children and parents.
E4. To require that any future developments fully take into account the proximity to Newcastle
International Airport with particular reference to potential noise and air pollution.
E5. To require any future developments to maintain and, if possible, enhance the footpath & formal
access network in and around Ponteland.
E6. To promote the provision of adequate car parking and access to public transport.

F Drainage & Flooding
Our Aim is to achieve flood risk reduction by contributions from developments.

The issues the community identified through the initial survey & questionnaire are:
72% considered of the responses considered potential flooding an important infrastructure issue.
59% of residents considered it unacceptable that there should continue to be weak points in
Ponteland’s flood defences against 1 in 100 year storm.
8% of respondents were opposed to the establishment of a Community Agreement which makes
arrangements for a local flood action group to take initial steps following a flood warning being issued.
83% of respondents agreed that open channels and storage ponds should be located away from areas of
family housing.

Summary of Evidence





Information gathering with stakeholders and statutory agencies.
Identifying residents concerns and issues of local importance regarding the weaknesses in the
flood defences.
Lack of capital provision in the last 5 years.
The possibility of water storage areas along watercourses to reduce flood risk especially as
climate change increases risk in the future.

Our proposed Objectives
F1. To require that surface waters and waste waters from new developments are separated.
F2. To require that surface water run-off from hard surfaces on new developments is minimised.
F3. To require all new properties can demonstrate an annual risk of flooding of less than 1 in 100 years
from both fluvial and pluvial sources.
F4.To make easily understood information about flood risk available to all residents and to provide
access to informed advice and assistance.
F5.To require that any new developments adhere to sustainable drainage principles and does not
increase the risk of flooding elsewhere.
F6. To require that the unnecessary infilling of ditches and watercourses is prevented.

G Healthcare & Care of the Elderly
Our Aim is to recognise and provide, where possible, services to match the needs of the elderly.

The issues the community identified through the initial survey & questionnaire are:
87% of respondants confirmed that they would stay in Ponteland as they get older.
18% supported the provision of more care homes.

Summary of Evidence





Existing provisions for the care of the elderly.
Services required supporting the elderly.
Specific housing requirements.
Other needs, including public transport and activities of the elderly.

Our proposed Objectives:
G1. To promote the expansion of health provision to meet the needs of the population and the
geography of Ponteland.
G2. To promote the concept of a community that values its older population.
G3. To promote the expansion of primary care facilities in Ponteland with appropriate public transport
links and parking.
G4. To promote the provision of appropriate accessibility for older people to all facilities.
G5. To require that any new housing development is appropriate to the projected age profile for
Ponteland and promote the inclusion of accessible public transport links.

H Education & Youth Activities
Our Aim is to encourage the utilisation of existing facilities, where possible for the youth.
Understand the needs of the young and ensure their views are listened to and needs addressed as far as
possible.

The issues the community identified through the initial survey & questionnaire are:
71% of respondents supported that school facilities, buildings and playing fields, should be made
available to the youth and all ages of the community whenever possible; this should include out of
school hours, weekends and holidays.

Summary of Evidence




Comparison study of opportunities and facilities available for the youth in Hexham and
Ponteland.
Young people’s views on Ponteland and what it can offer.
Ponteland schools feeder partnership system, involving schools outside the civil parish.

Our proposed Objectives:
H1. To provide sufficient school places for local children of all abilities within the existing feeder
partnership system.
H2. To encourage access to, and use of, school facilities by the community.
H3. To work with external agencies to engage with the youth on future projects.
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Agree Project Plan With LA Stakeholders

Prepare Draft Neighbourhood Plan

Agree Project Budget With Town Council

Analyse Responses & Amend Plan as Necessary
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Submit Plan to LPA

Advise Community of Project Plan & Participation Opportunities

LPA Publicise Plan & Invite Comments

Define and Map Out 'Neighbourhood Area'
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PLAN ADOPTED

Launch/Community Engagement/Workshops
Document the Evidence Base
Evaluate Key Issues
Identify Planning & Other Policies Required
Confirm Project Aims, Objectives & Vision
Issue 1 10th Jan 2013

Landowner/Stakeholder Liaison

Issue 2 10th Feb 2013
Issue 3 24th Sep 2013
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Crosscheck with Planning Policy/Draft Core Strategy etc
Prepare Questionnaire

Community Engagement/Feedback/Roadshow etc

Issue 4 27th Jul 2014
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Finalise Initial Draft 27/09

Final Draft Published Autumn 2014

Publish Initial Draft on Website 14/10
NCC Policy Board Mtg 21/10

NCC CORE STRATEGY PROGRAMME
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Consultation Winter 2014/2015
7 week Consultation 31/10 to 19/12
Ponteland Community Event 20/11
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