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1 Background, Settlement Context and Vision 

1.1   Ponteland in the Twentieth Century 

Ponteland was a small typical Northumbrian village before the First World War.  There were farms and 

farmers, blacksmiths, carriers, saddlers and other trades associated with the rural economy.   Livestock 

of every kind abounded and two coaching inns were in their last days.  The population lived where 

they worked.  The turnpike road to Scotland was hard-surfaced and motor cars appeared.  The city of 

Newcastle, only 8 miles away, was an industrial hub where the workers lived in rows of terraced 

houses and coal-based industries produced constant smoke and dirt.   

The Northern Allotment Society was founded to give people the chance to buy plots of land out of 

town and grow vegetables and flowers for the markets.  It was a novel idea to own land and to grow 

crops on it and the man who made it work was Joseph Wakinshaw.   A number of small schemes met 

with success  and when two farms came up for auction in 1907, the Darras Hall Farm and the Little 

Callerton with Callerton Moor, a total of over a 1000 acres, there was enough support for the NAS to 

buy both lots for short of £60,000.  Careful planning went into the infrastructure of the Darras Hall 

Estate and the Trust Deed laid down standards still maintained today.  The Estate boundaries are fixed 

and houses have a minimum plot size.  Many market gardens flourished and houses were built, very 

few at first.   

A railway came and went and it was only after the Second World War that new housing eventually 

took off and by the end of the century some houses were being demolished to make way for modern 

buildings and mansions.  One of the first houses built still has a stable, but in a dilapidated condition! 

Some ribbon development, of the kind now frowned on, occurred along the North Road, the West 

Road and Cheviot View on the Newcastle Road, mainly between the wars.  Social housing, originally 

called council housing, was built in the 1950s in fields behind the Blackbird.  The Ladywell estate at the 

west end of the village was built in the early 1960s. Small infill estates have been built since 1980.  The 

Eland Haugh estate behind the golf club was built on the flood plain. Would permission be granted 

today?  Fairney Edge extended Mayfair Gardens up to the burn of that name, and most recently the 

old mart field became The Lairage. In Smallburn, where the Police HQ is located, the original buildings 

were erected in 1903 as Cottage Homes for workhouse children from Newcastle, when they closed; it 

was used as a Teacher Training College before finally ending up with the police.     

We have a population of over 11,000.  But, there has been no recent significant expansion of our 

village facilities. Ponteland is a unique settlement, neither village nor town, and there is no 

comparable place anywhere in the country!  It is an aspirational, desirable place to live and most 

residents work in Newcastle, easily reached with good transport links.  

1.2   Ponteland Parish Profile 

The parish of Ponteland predominantly comprises of agricultural land (arable and livestock) with 

hedgerows and scattered small areas of mainly deciduous woodland. It is crossed by the River Pont 

which flows from the south-west across the parish to join the River Blyth at the north-east boundary.  

The land is in the main gently undulating (~70m above sea level) but rises towards the south (~140m 

above sea level) giving views across Northumberland to the Simonside and Cheviot Hills. A major 

ecological feature straddling the eastern boundary of the parish is Prestwick Carr; a lowland raised bog 

designated an SSSI, with an area of surrounding grazing marsh. The parish contains a number of small 

ponds and lakes, but there is no large water body. The only major transport route is the A696, a single 

carriageway road running from south-east to north-west. The major settlement, Ponteland village with 



the adjoining Darras Hall estate, lies at the crossing point of the A696 and the River Pont. The parish 

also contains several hamlets, Milbourne, Medburn, Prestwick, Berwick Hill and Kirkley.  

1.3   Town Council Civil Map & Ward Boundaries  

         
Map Civil Parish Ponteland.pdf

     1 page 

 
PONTELAND WARD BOUNDARIES.pdf

3 pages 

1.4   Campaign to Protect Rural England by Influencing Local and Neighbourhood Plans: 

Quote from CPRE Field Work, winter 2013 

When getting involved in the creation of a neighbourhood or parish plan, make sure the principles of 

the charter are enshrined in the document from the beginning. Ensure the plans prioritise previously 

developed sites; protect green spaces; incorporate the views of as many local people as possible; and 

specify sustainable locations, excellent designs standards and genuine affordability for new housing. 

Promoting the charter’s aims is in the interests of anyone who wants to undo the damage done by the 

Government’s planning reforms; if the charter succeeds in its aims- ‘Brownfield first’, genuine local 

democracy, and affordable homes in the right place-it will allow communities across the country to 

shape and enhance their neighbourhoods and protect their countryside and green spaces. 

   1.5   Landscape Character Appraisal 

Living Landscapes and areas of “High Landscape Value” 

POLICY PC 2 

In accordance with Policy C3, the Council identifies sections of the river Pont within 

Ponteland as areas of High Landscape Value, as defined. Development which will have a 

detrimental effect on this landscape will not be permitted. 

In the earlier Development Plan land to the north and west of Ponteland was designated as a much 

larger “area of great landscape value” During the preparation of the County Structure Plan this was 

omitted in favour of “rural lowlands” under a Countryside Policy. 

Ponteland’s settlement character is unique in the northeast region, Darras hall Estate (1100acres) 

being an extensive development of executive housing (over 2,600 in a largely mature landscape 

environment and attached to the smaller and more compact Ponteland village) The whole settlement 

has been surrounded by Green Belt since 1963 so that mature and well defined boundaries have been 

established and opportunities for expansion and growth have been limited. 

The river Pont is best described as a large scale landscape with large fields and relatively weak 

enclosure elements with frequent streams, some hedgerows and sparse woodland. 

Landscape corridors have been given consideration on all approach roads into Ponteland to encourage 

linking isolated green areas, within the urban setting, with the surrounding countryside. 

 



 

 1.6     Ponteland Ward Reports 

Rural Ponteland - North Ward     

Land The land is predominant cereal production as in Wheat, Barley and Oil Seed Rape. There are 

some farms that are lowland stock or mixed farming with beef cattle and sheep as the main areas. 

Equine or the Horse Culture is now a player with some farms diversifying into stabling. 

Kirkley Hall College This was once a top sheep based college but with the decline in farming it has 

slipped well back but there seems to be an upsurge with a small zoo as an attraction, it will be an 

employer with a small horticultural section but could expand, if and when other uses would be found. 

Housing The smaller settlements could take some housing numbers though this would be small 

numbers. 

The wider rural area and beyond This is a significant number in using Ponteland as its base for 

shopping and services the settlements of Belsay, Capheaton, Kirkheaton, Kirkwhelpington and the 

rural community use the A696 as its lifeline to service and shops. 

Attractions There are some small economic drivers in Belsay Hall (English Heritage), KirkHarle 

Courtyard (shopping), Wallington Hall (National Trust) with one or two coffee shops and 2 public 

houses, The Waggon and The Highlander Inn. Tourism could be expanded and cycling seems to be very 

popular as the roads are quieter than many round Tyneside. 

Rural Ponteland - East Ward 

The land in and surrounding East Ward consists of livestock/arable farming, opencast and tourism. The 

Milkhope Centre, Berwick Hill and Prestwick have a variety of units offering professional, retail and 

cafes. Many farmsteads have diversified into Bed & Breakfast, livery, kennels, catteries, farm shops 

and holiday lets. Attractions such as the Carr Road in Prestwick, an area of nature conservation 

importance, bring significant numbers of day tourists into the area. 

Small developments in the outlying areas may be of benefit to the rural community however due to 

the close proximity to the Airport, open cast workings all impact on future developments, the interests 

of the area would be best served by expansion of tourism. 

Rural Ponteland - South Ward  

South Ward is predominantly urban. The rural area is confined to the southern portion of the ward in 

the land adjoining the southern streets the portion with open country is along Birney Hill and includes 

The Farm, Fell House, Callerton Grange and the reservoir cottages. There is also a listed building, a 

Windmill and a portion of common land. 

The type of farming is mainly grazing apart from a field adjacent to Western Way which is used for 

crop growing. The farm is rather run down in appearance and is currently tenanted. On the opposite 

side of the road there are a group of six small cottages which are mainly tenanted. Opposite Birney Hill 

at its junction with Stamfordham Road are three big houses. Further along is a farm with the adjacent 

fields used for grazing. 

Callerton Grange is a recently converted barns and a farm house converted all two residential 

properties. Fell House is divided into flats. There are small cottages opposite the reservoir. The 

reservoir is situated opposite the cottages on the south side of Birney Hill. 



The employment opportunities are limited to the two farms. The recent proposals for Birney 

envisaged a café/visitor centre located at the farm. It is difficult to see how this could be viable but 

consideration might be given to restoration of the windmill which could provide some support for a 

café/visitor facility. 

Any houses in this area cannot be viewed as a good idea as this area provides a much needed green 

belt buffer to avoid merging with Newcastle. It hardly seems a sustainable location for residents. It 

may be sensible to consider some policy with regard to Callerton to prevent it becoming a growth 

point within the Green Belt area. 

There is also a small portion of common land at the junction of Birney Hill and Callerton Lane. This is 

owned by the Town Council and currently is left as a nature reserve. A careful eye has to be kept on 

the area to prevent fly tipping or a takeover by squatters. The History Society might be able to shed 

some light on the origins of this common land. Consideration might be given to a careful and sensitive 

management plan of such an area. 

Rural Ponteland - West Ward 

The main settlement in the rural part of Ponteland which lies within the Ponteland West Ward is the 

hamlet of Medburn.  Medburn comprises of a mixture of original village housing, small farms and 

some small home based businesses and newer executive homes. 

The rest of the area is made up of farms, farm cottages, a small barn conversion development and 

some large substantial houses towards and along the Stamfordham road. 

To the North is Dissington, a prestigious conference and events centre and there is also small, home 

based, wood supply business with a small tea room, mainly for cyclists. 

The land around was mostly owned by Church Commissioners, but now a large part is owned by a 

developer. 

Rural Ponteland and surrounding area within the Civil Parish 

Context The environment around Ponteland consists of a rolling landscape made up of a mixture of 

land uses. There is a lot of arable farming in the area but mainly in small fields which have been 

established for hundreds of years. But this is interspersed with grassland supporting livestock farming 

of both sheep and cattle. There is also a network of mainly thorn hedgerows around most of the local 

fields and areas of established woodland in many locations around Ponteland which gives the local 

countryside quite a degree of amenity and character. The landscape around Ponteland is particularly 

attractive due to the river Pont and the many smaller streams which divide up the locality making their 

way into the larger river. 

Conservation and Wildlife Many species of wildlife thrive in the mixed countryside around Ponteland. 

There are wild deer, foxes, badgers and red squirrels living and breeding locally. There is a wide range 

of bird life supported by the environment around Ponteland. You will be able to obtain a full list from 

the RSPB but I mention pheasants, grey partridge, hedge sparrows, geese duck of varies kinds on the 

waterways, buzzards, sparrow hawks, crows and rooks to name a few. Prestwick Carr is a protected 

area for wildlife, owned and run by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. 

Recreation There is an extensive network of footpaths right around Ponteland which give public 

access to our local countryside. Ponteland and the surrounding area have a network of minor roads 

which is used by many cycle riders to appreciate and enjoy the green spaces and interesting 

countryside in the local area. 



Agriculture The countryside around Ponteland is a working landscape. On all sides of the village and in 

the village itself there is a network of small and medium sized farms which have been there for 

generation. The history of the locality is based on local agriculture; the small village had originally the 

prime purpose to support and service the local farming economy. So that is the reason for the Smithy, 

the original station and the livestock auction mart which was at the centre of the village for many 

years. Many of the local farms are occupied by families which have been on the same land for 

generations. The farms of the area do support a variety of uses. As well as arable farming, there is still 

a significant livestock sector locally with beef and sheep being reared for sale. One recent change has 

been the increase in the number of horses kept on local farms for recreational use. This does bring 

ever closer the connection between the local landscape and the people who live in the Ponteland 

area. The local farms have always been a source of employment for people who live in Ponteland. 

With the mechanisation of agriculture this has declined but there are still quite a few residents who 

find employment in the local countryside. 

Diversification New uses for the local countryside have established over the past 20 or so years. Many 

farm steadings have been converted into housing bringing a greater population into the countryside. 

There are business parks at Park Farm, Berwick Hill Blagdon and Prestwick Park boosting the local 

economy and bringing local jobs. There are varies businesses located in the countryside providing 

services to the Ponteland community, not just for horse riders but dog kennels, catteries, cycle repairs 

shop and even a gym in a barn. Local pubs and restaurants are located in the attractive countryside 

around Ponteland. Pubs such as the Waggon Inn, the Highlander and the Badger all bring in custom 

due to their location. There is a successful garden centre, Dobbies, which is a visitor attraction due 

partly to the setting of a well preserved countryside around Ponteland. 

1.7    Local Authority Statutory Obligations 

Section 40 Natural Environment and Rural communities Act 2006 states: 

“Every public body must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper 

exercise of those functions to the purpose of conserving biodiversity” 

Definition of biodiversity in planning terms 

The whole variety of life encompassing all genetics, species, ecosystem variations, including plants, 

animals and the natural systems that support them. 

Why is it important to manage sensitively Biodiversity at a local level? 

 It is critical in our response to climate change 

 It supports the ecosystem 

 Provides opportunities for community engagement 

 Signifies local character and distinctiveness 

 Provides essential products & materials 

How can we integrate biodiversity at a local level? 

By understanding that biodiversity happens naturally all around us as the list shows: 

 Sites of Specific Scientific interest, Historic buildings, Cemeteries, Local Nature Reserves 

 Local Wildlife/ Geological Sites, Parks & public open areas, Walking/Cycling routes 

 Bridges & structures, property services, building control, land drainage 



All these host a variety of opportunities for biodiversity to integrate, flourish and progress to the need 

for Biodiversity Action Plans.   

Planning Infrastructure and Development 

Planning is the spatial tool that integrates social, economic environmental considerations. Forward 

planning and development control provide opportunities to:    

 Maintain & enhance biodiversity  

 Improve the quality of life 

 Adapt to climate change 

National Planning legislation and polices provide guidance to ensure that biodiversity protection and 

enhancement is taken into account in local and regional plans and decisions. All these processes must 

be underpinned by high quality biodiversity information. 

 

              
Local Authority Services and Biodiv report.pdf

 PDF  (8 pages) 

 

2   Natural Environment 

2.1   Ponteland Town Council & Northumberland County Council Land Ownership 



 

 



          

                       

     Northumberland County Council Land Ownership in Ponteland 

 



 2.2   Designated Protected Sites and Maps 

                                    

 Prestwick Carr site map              PDF - Magic Map 

 Prestwick Carr citation              Word Doc. - 1.25 pages 

  

 

 
Prestwick Carr management Natural England.pdf

Word Doc. - 2.25 pages  

 

          Darras Hall site map               PDF - Magic Map 

            
Darras Hall Grassland citation.pdf

             Word Doc. - 1 page  

 

      
Darras Hall Grassland Management.pdf

               Word Doc. - 1.25 pages  

 

 

2.3   Local Agriculture & Farming   

Rural Farming Community 

Over the past 50 years we have seen a move from predominately dairy and livestock units to more 

specialist arable units growing wheat, barley, and oil seed rape. Currently there are no dairy farms left 

in Ponteland parish and the permanent pasture is grazed by cattle & sheep. We have an increase in 

farm sizes due to the amalgamation of farms and blocks of land which is the direct result of improved 

farming systems and the loss of traditional farmsteads to development being mainly housing and 

several commercial units. 

There are both owner occupied and tenants throughout the parish. There are currently 20-22 farms 

worked by farmers that live within the parish and another 20-25 farms /blocks of land farmed by other 

farmers who reside outside the parish boundary.  

Farms that have diversified have been primarily into horse livery yards, commercial units including 

offices and storage units. 

The increase in the size of farms and the improved farming systems and machinery has meant the 

number of people directly employed in agriculture has considerably reduced. There are estimates that 

there is only about 10 -15 people employed directly in the agricultural sector in the area excluding 

family labour. 



The majority of the land is entered into various environmental schemes which are known as Entry 

Level and Higher Entry Level Stewardship Agreements which aim to promote environmental benefits. 

There will be a small amount of land entered into organic schemes. 

The farming community will support the businesses, shops and schools within the area. 

 

 



 

  2.4   Public paths in Northumberland 

     pdf - 24 pages  

 

Meeting with a member of the Ponteland Path Users Group 

A newly set up group set up by Ponteland Town Council in accordance with their visions of improving 

the quality of life in Ponteland for residents and visitors. Their aim is to improve the standard of paths 

within the civil parish of Ponteland. Membership is made up of a Town Councillor, County Councillor, 

Darras Hall Estates Committee and other user groups a total of 16 to date. 

The civil parish is divided into 10 areas-see map and twice a year the footpaths are walked where 

members act as eyes monitoring the condition of the path, whether it is fit for purpose or in need of 

remedial work under maintenance. Members have all been trained in observation by Northumberland 

County Council and use a Public Rights of Way condition survey form-see form which sets out points to 

check, condition details and local recommendations. This information will in turn be returned to the 

Ranger who will access the information and decide what action if any to take. 

Without this commitment footpaths/bridle paths if unused become overgrown and then are in danger 

of being closed due to non-use. 

 

3   Open Spaces and Habitat 

3.1 Carried Over Polices from Castle Morpeth Borough Council District Plan 

Reference to CHAPTER 34 PONTELAND 

THE STRATEGY 

34.2.1 The planning strategy for the growth and development of Ponteland has been to encourage a 

moderate level of new housing in close proximity to the village centre. This has necessitated a modest 

encroachment into the Green Belt to the east of the village while the remainder of the settlement has 

been constrained by the Green Belt which prevents expansion to the north and northwest. 

SETTLEMENT PATTERN 

34.3.1 Ponteland’s settlement character is unique in the northeast region, the Darras Hall Estate of 

444hectares (1100acres) being an extensive development of executive housing (2,500) in a largely 

mature landscape environment and attached to the much smaller compact Ponteland village. The 

whole settlement has been surrounded by the Green Belt since 1963, so that mature and well defined 

boundaries have been established and opportunities for expansion and growth are now limited. 

SETTLEMENT BOUNDARY 

POLICY PC 1 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C1 A SETTLEMENT AND GREEN BELT BOUNDARY FOR PONTELAND IS 

DEFINED AS SHOWN ON THE PROPOSAL MAP INSERT 26 



34.5.1 There are well defined settlement limits to Ponteland and Darras Hall which have been 

established over a period of time and generally follow the boundaries of the Green Belt as established 

in the Northumberland County Council Structure Plan, 

Alteration No 1 In progressing the Plan to adoption, alterations to the Green Belt at several locations 

around Ponteland has been proposed, debated and confirmed. These modifications are now 

incorporated into the local Plan. 

POLICY PC 2 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C3, THE COUNCIL IDENTIFIES SECTIONS OF THE RIVER PONT WITHIN 

PONTELAND AS AREAS OF HIGH LANDSCAPE VALUE DEFINED ON THE PROPOSED MAP INSERT 26 

DEVELOPMENT WHICH WILL HAVE A DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THIS LANDSCAPE WILL NOT BE 

PERMITTED. 

34.6.1. In the Northumberland County Development Plan (1956) land to the north of Ponteland was 

designated as part of a much larger “Area of Great Landscape Value” During the preparation of the 

County Structure Plan, the county council examined the possibility of refining this designation but 

eventually all reference to Area of Great landscape Value were omitted from the written statement. In 

its place, the County Council divided the rural area into four “Countryside Policy Areas” 

Ponteland Parish is included in the “rural lowlands” although apart from a policy which refers to the 

retention of tree cover, there are no specific landscape policies which refer to the Ponteland area. 

LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS 

POLICY PC 3 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C 4 LANDSCAPE CORRIDORS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED ADJACENT TO 

THE MAIN APPROACH ROADS TO PONTELAND BOTH WITHIN THE BUILT ARAEA AND IMMEDIATELY 

BEYOND THE VILLAGE AS SHOWN ON PROPOSALS MAP INSERT NO’S 26 & 27 DEVELOPMENT 

PROPOSALS WITHIN THOSE CORRIDORS MUST TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE REQUIREMENT OF POLICY 4 

THIS POLICY WILL APPLY TO DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS ADJACENT TO THE FOLLOWING APPROACH 

ROADS TO PONTELAND 

A 696  WEST AT THE BEECHES TO PONTELAND BRIDGE 

A696   WEST JUNCTION WITH CALLERTON LANE TO PONTELAND BRIDGE 

B6323 FROM CALLERTON LANE AND JUNCTIO TO THE DIAMOND 

C348   FROM THE C343 STAMFORDHAM ROAD AND JUNCTION EDGE HILL 

C356   BERWICK HILL ROAD JUNCTION WITH C358 

C358   NORTH ROAD, SOUTH OF SMALLBURN JUCTION C356 

34.7.1 The principle of encouraging ”green corridors” on either side of the main approach roads 

leading into settlements has been applied in Morpeth with considerable success. The Local Plan 

provides an opportunity to extend the application of this concept to other appropriate settlements 

within the borough. In Ponteland, the council considers that there are areas of landscape which 

deserve special protection, as they are important in local views as seen from well used traffic routes 

and provide landscape corridors bringing many characteristics of the open countryside into the built-

up area. 



 

WILDLIFE CORRIDORS 

POLICY PC 4 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C 12, THE COUNCIL HAS IDENTIFIED WILDLIFE CORRIDORS IN 

PONTELAND AS SHOWN ON THE PROPOSALS MAP NO’S 26 & 27 

34.8.1 A commonly accepted ecological axiom is that isolated sites tend to support a smaller number 

of species than those with access to other wildlife. The so called “island effect” is most readily visible 

in the urban environment in the form of unconnected areas of green space. It is believed, however 

that by linking green areas to the surrounding countryside, thereby creating wildlife corridors, it is 

possible to reduce the “island effect” since wildlife will be able to move along these channels and 

perhaps colonize new sites. 

PROTECTED OPEN SPACES 

POLICY PC 5 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C 21 THE LAND LYING BETWEEN FOXCOVERT LANE AND THE RIVER 

PONT IS ALLOCATED AS AN EXTENSION TO PONTELAND PARK 

34.9.1 As the Park at present stops at the River Pont on its western bank, it is felt there is potential for 

it to be extended up to Fox Covert Lane to complete a “green wedge” of land leading from the open 

countryside right into the heart of the village. The extended park would give greater scope for leisure 

enjoyment and would contribute considerably towards the amenities of Ponteland generally. The 

benefits to be obtained in improving access to the Park and increased facilities there were recognised 

by the Council in 1974 when a policy decision was made that this site be designated for use as public 

open space. 

POLICY PC 6 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C 8 THE COUNCIL WILL NOT PERMIT DEVELOPMENT WHICH WOULD 

ADVERSLEY AFFECT THE INTEGRITY OF THE DARRAS HALL GRASSLANDS SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC 

INTEREST,EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY UNLESS IT CAN BE DEMONSTRATED THAT THE 

DEVELOPMENT IS OF OVERRIDING NATIONAL IMPORTANCE AND NO ALTERNATIVE SITE IS 

AVAILABLE. WHERE DEVELOPMENT IS TO BE PERMITTED WHICH COULD ADVERSLY AFFECT THE 

ABOVE SITE, THE DEVELOPER WILL BE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE MEASURES TO CONSERVE AND 

ENHANCE THE NATURE CONSERVATION INTEREST AND WHERE PRACTICABLE TO PROVIDE 

REPLACEMENT HABITATS AND FEATURES WHERE DAMAGE IS AVOIDABLE. THE COUNCIL WILL 

IMPOSE CONDITIONS OR SEEK OBLIGATIONS TO SECURE THE LONG TERM MANAGEMENT OF SITES 

INCLUDING THE PROVISION OF FUNDS FOR NATURE CONSERVATION. 

34.10.1 The only existing open space on the Darras hall Estate is the Grassland, an oval area of land 

lying between Middle drive, Eastern Way, Woodlands and Hawthorn Way. There is a small disused 

football pitch occupying 0.44 hectares in the south-western part of the site, but the remainder 

consists of meadow grassland and shrubs. The grassland is one of the few remaining areas of semi-

natural grassland in Northumberland and is noted for several plant species which are uncommon in 

the County. These features are worth conserving and the site has been designated as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest(S.S.S.I) There is a need to reconcile the potential conflict between recreation and 

conservation at the Grassland and a management plan has been drawn up to take account of the 

differing requirements of these uses. 



POLICY PC 7 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C 21, THE LAND SURPLUS TO EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AT THE 

DARRAS HALL FIRST SCHOOL IS IDENTIFIED AS AN AREA OF PROTECTED OPEN SPACE AS 

DESIGNATED ON THE PROPOSAL INST MAP NO 26 

34.11.1 There is land which the Education Authority considers surplus to requirements at the Darras 

Hall First School. The land centrally located within the Darras Hall Estate and would fulfil a need for an 

informal space for use by the community generally. The development of the site for housing would 

preclude the possible future use by the school, should school roles rise in the future and accordingly 

such development should be resisted. The Inspector at the Ponteland Local Plan public local inquiry 

upheld the policy and in his recommendation said: 

“I feel I must respect the Council’s broad intention of maintaining the basically open nature of this 

central site within Darras Hall. If the land, or the part use of it, is in fact available for public open space 

purposes I consider that it would satisfy a demand that cannot reasonably be met elsewhere. I agree 

with the Council also that it would be prudent at this stage to have available a site for a possible future 

extension of educational land requirements” 

POLICY PC 8 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C 21 LAND AT THE GLEBE, THORNHILL ROAD AND AT ROWAN DRIVE 

ARE IDENTIFIED AS AREAS OF PROTECTED OPEN SPACE AS DESIGNATED ON THE PROPOSALS INSET 

MAP NO 26 

34.12.1. Part of the Glebe; an area of open land at Thornhill Road has been developed for housing. 

However the Council recognises that the Glebe is an important amenity open space and the remainder 

of the site will be retained for the continued enjoyment of the residents. The quality of the open space 

will be upgraded as part of the development. The open space between 11 & 15 Rowan Drive is 

proposed for designation as protected open space in order to safeguard local residential amenity 

there.  

CONSERVATION AREAS 

POLICY PC 9 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY C 26 WITHIN THE PONTELAND AND HIGH CALLERTON 

CONSERVATION AREAS, CONSERVATION POLICIES C27, C28, C29, C30, C31, C32 AND C34 WILL BE 

APPLIED. 

34.13.1 The Council will require new development within the Ponteland and High Callerton 

Conservation Areas to enhance the character of the area and to be of an appropriate design. Buildings 

shall be constructed of good quality materials sympathetic to the local building tradition and particular 

attention should be paid to the appearance of buildings fronting onto the main streets 

 

 3.2   Green Infrastructure, Green Space and Greenbelt 

A term used in planning for non-built features, a space created for natural environment in urban 

planning. This covers School playing fields, play areas, allotments, SSSI’s, river corridors, hedgerows 

and street trees. 

 



 

Green space 

Natural England, government advisor on the natural environment state that “access to natural green 

space for fresh air, exercise and quiet contemplation has benefits for both physical and mental health. 

 Research provides good evidence of reductions in levels of heart disease, obesity and depression 

where people live close to green spaces. Green spaces also help us adapt to changes in climate 

through their role in reducing the risk of flooding and by cooling the local environment. Nature nearby 

is good for people, good for wildlife and good for the environment” 

Natural England’s Accessible Natural Green Space Standard provides a set of benchmarks for ensuring 

access to places near to where people live. See below. 

 An accessible natural green space of at least 2 hectares no more than 300 metres from home. 

 At least one accessible 20 hectare site within 2 kilometres from home. 

 One accessible 100 hectare site within 5 kilometres of home. 

 One accessible 500 hectares within 10 kilometres of home. 

Local Green Space 

A new term intended to be used to protect small scale open space cherished by the local community. 

NPPF states that the designation should only be used where: 

 It is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves. 

 It is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance 

(because of its beauty, historical significance, recreational value, tranquillity or richness of 

wildlife). 

 It is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

 

3.2 Greenbelt 

Ponteland has been surrounded by greenbelt since 1963 and revised in 1994 in the Deposit Local 

Plan then incorporated into the Local Plan showing new boundaries of the Green Belt and at the 

Newcastle International Airport. 

The essential characteristic of green belt designation is its performance and Central government 

advice is that alterations should only be made in exceptional circumstances. It was decided by Castle 

Morpeth Borough Council in their preparation of the District Local Plan to modify the detail of the 

Green Belt boundary. This was the first alteration in 30 years and by doing so this area would be 

protected for a further lengthy period of time in the future. 

 

Northumberland County Council Core Strategy Document 

A land designation with the fundamental aim to prevent urban sprawl by keeping the land 

permanently open. 

 



Quote from the NPPF Planning Document - Achieving Sustainable Development 

Page 19   Section 9 Protecting Green Belt Land 

79      The Government attaches great importance to Green Belts. The fundamental aim of Green Belt 

policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of 

Green Belts are their openness and their permanence. 

80       Green Belt serves 5 purposes: 

  To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas 

 To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another 

 To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

 To preserve the setting and special character of historical towns; and 

 To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land. 

81       Once green belts have been defined, local planning authorities should plan positively to 

enhance the beneficial use of the green Belt, such as looking for opportunities to provide access; to 

provide opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; to retain and enhance landscapes, 

visual amenity and biodiversity; or to improve damaged and derelict land. 

This is of particular significance to Ponteland as the area is surrounded by designated Green 

Belt since 1963. 

 

3.3   Wildlife and Wildlife Corridors 

Much of Ponteland Parish is farmland, interspersed with small woods, hedgerows and burns draining 

the land. These habitats support the wildlife and flora of agricultural land, particularly along hedges 

and field margins. Some of the burns provide areas rich in plant and animal species. 

There are two nature reserves designated as SSSIs in the parish and a number of Local Sites. 

Prestwick Carr SSSI, on the edge of Prestwick Village, is an area of peat wetland with a range of 

habitats including rare lowland raised bog. It supports a wide range of plant and animal species 

including wildfowl, invertebrates and moths, some of them rare or unusual in Northumberland. 

Darras Hall Grassland SSSI is an area of rare semi-natural grassland, surrounded by houses in the 

Darras Hall Estate. It is botanically species-rich, containing a number of plants rare or uncommon in 

Northumberland. 

The settlements and hamlets of the parish are fortunate in having many trees and hedges, forming an 

important wildlife habitat. The Darras Hall Estate, formed in 1907 as a “Garden City”, with large 

gardens and allotments, has become particularly well covered with trees. The area forms good habitat 

for birds and bats and supports a population of the threatened native red squirrels. 

All of these habitats and species depend on wildlife corridors for their survival. Isolated nature 

reserves are not effective; these areas need to be linked to provide a flow of species through the 

landscape. 

The most important wildlife corridor in Ponteland Parish is the River Pont, which with its tributaries 

provides a habitat for otter, kingfisher and dipper. Hedges, footpaths and roadside verges also 

contribute linkages in the green infrastructure of the area. 



3.4   River Pont  

The River Pont has its source in agricultural land to the West of Ponteland Parish. It flows through local 

hamlets, increasing in size, joined by burns draining farmland. Skirting the Darras Hall Estate, it flows 

on through the wooded valley of Ponteland Park. As it passes through the centre of Ponteland it is 

crossed by a number of bridges, giving the town a close relationship with its watercourse.  

The peat wetland of Prestwick Carr SSSI drains into the river as it passes out of the town. The river 

continues on through farmland to the point where it joins the River Blyth and flows on to the sea. 

The Pont has flooded on a number of occasions and flood prevention works have been carried out on 

several stretches of the riverbank 

 Higham Lakes Trout Fishery 

This is 14 acres of fishery set in the south of Northumberland, just outside Ponteland on the A 696, a 

perfect example of a small business. This is a family run operation providing a lodge, a variety of 

tuition with car parking facilities for those partaking in fly and rod fishing in the lakes, ponds and carp 

pond. This activity is open from 8am to dusk all year round. 

3.5   Ponteland Park 

Ponteland Park is the largest and most well used Green Space in Ponteland Parish. 

Development of the Park began in 1958 when Ponteland Parish Council decided to use land by the 

river as a public space in preference to formal playing fields. Land owned by the Darras Hall Trustees 

was gifted to the parish and further acres were purchased, belonging to a café and smallholding 

adjoining the West Road. Further pieces of land were added over the years, the final section between 

the river and Fox Covert Lane being added in 1994. The Park is now owned and managed by Ponteland 

Town Council. 

The final extent of the park is 18 acres, running in a linear fashion on both banks of the River Pont. It is 

made up of areas of woodland, open grassland and riverside paths. Parts of the Park near to the 

centre of Ponteland have some formal features, moving to more wild and natural areas upriver where 

the park adjoins farmland. 

Ponteland Park has an active group of volunteers, the Friends of Ponteland Park, formed in 2005 to 

assist with improvement of this popular space. Since that time the Friends have raised funding for 

benches throughout the park, signage, the creation of a wildflower meadow and the building of a 

boardwalk and dipping platform at the oxbow lake. Residents of all ages have joined in events 

organized by the Friends including meadow planting and the making of a new area of woodland, the 

Young People’s Wood. 

The park is a popular venue for local events, hosting Party in the Park, Ponteland’s annual summer fair, 

Music in the Park and the local Duck Race. It is visited by ever increasing numbers of walkers, runners, 

nature lovers and residents exercising their dogs. 

 



3.6 Landscape Corridors and Settings 

The principle of encouraging green corridors along the main approach roads has been recognised 

over decades in Ponteland; it improves the general amenity of the settlement and provides access 

for the wildlife to travel. These approaches will enhance the quality of the environment by creating 

and preserving open spaces and trees which help to form and maintain the character of the 

community. 

There are areas of land adjoining the main highway routes that are important in landscape terms 

and their loss to development would have a serious and detrimental effect upon the amenity. Ideally 

these corridors will have an average width of 15metres from the edge of the Highway. 

 

3.7 Woodland, trees and gardens 

Ponteland Parish consists mainly of agricultural land, fields and hedgerows punctuated by small 

woodlands, usually of deciduous trees. On the edge of the parish, Prestwick Carr SSSI has an area of 

carr woodland, a rare wetland habitat of Alder and Birch trees with an unusual ground flora. A number 

of ancient and veteran trees have been recorded in the parish, but their distribution has not been fully 

investigated. 

Ponteland and the hamlets of the parish are generally well furnished with trees and hedges. This 

provides a pleasant environment as well as good habitat for wildlife. Ponteland Park and parts of the 

Darras Hall Estate provide continuous stands of mature deciduous and coniferous trees, home to bats, 

tawny owls and red squirrels. 

The hedges along property boundaries provide valuable wildlife corridors. 

Increasingly, gardens are important for protecting biodiversity in the landscape of the parish. Modern 

agricultural practices can leave less room for wildlife, a deficiency that gardens can help to redress. 

Species at risk, such as hedgehogs, bees, bumblebees and other pollinators can be helped by 

gardening with wildlife in mind. 

3.8    Allotments 

There are 24 allotments owned by the Town Council, located outside Ponteland Village in Prestwick 

near the Airport. 23 of these allotments are occupied with 1 site not able to be used at present, with 9 

residents on a waiting list. There are additional plots in private ownership, behind the Diamond Public 

House in the village centre.  

When residents of a municipal authority ( NCC ) request allotments, that authority under section 23 of 

the Smallholdings and Allotments Act are required to look for suitable land for this purpose, as 23 

allotments are being worked at present, 1 vacant and 9 on the waiting list there is a need to seek 

further locations. This will be difficult due to the high land prices in the area and it should be pointed 

out that 60% of Ponteland housing is located in Darras Hall, all having large sites due to a PH2 and PH3 

density of housing and it is less likely that these residents are on the waiting list for allotments.  

However, with increased housing in the future the Town Council should think towards the future 

need. The National Society of Allotments and Leisure Gardeners recommends a national standard of 

20 allotments per 1,000 households, this requires 0.125ha per 1,000 populations based on a plot size 

of 250m2.   

 



 

3.9 Cemeteries 

The cemetery is located on the outer edge of the civil boundary of Ponteland just off the Prestwick 

road ends roundabout. This facility is for both Christian and Muslim internments. 

The Town Council’s information on the current capacity is: 

Grave Internments        43 

Ashes Internments      184 

Muslim                            10 

Annual usage is estimated for 20 internments ashes & graves for Ponteland residents. 

On the basis the space currently available for graves will be used in about 4-5 years and the space for 

ashes about 18 years. 

Even with equitable re-adjustment the present capacity will last for about 8-9 years. 

There is ample space available for woodland burials. 

On this estimation there will be a need to identify and access further land for the provision of grave 

internments within 4 years and for ashes in 9 years. Consideration will be needed to where land is 

available for such use and whether it is adjacent to the existing cemetery. 

 

 

4. Planning Context 

4.1 The Emerging Northumberland Core Strategy  

This sets out a strategic green infrastructure framework, under Policy 54. The contribution of strategic 

and local green infrastructure to the health and well being of Northumberland’s communities and to 

its economy should be recognised in all relevant plans and planning decisions. Development proposals 

should seek to protect, improve and extend Northumberland’s green infrastructure network, where 

appropriate.  

Consideration will be given to how development proposals: 

 Protect and enhance strategic and/or local green infrastructure assets, provide high quality 

links between existing assets including links with green infrastructure networks in adjacent 

authority areas and/or provide additional uses for multi-functionality. 

 Secure improved access to green infrastructure including rights of way, cycle routes and 

bridleways and high quality provision for the widest possible ranges of ages and interests. 

 Improve the potential of green infrastructure to support economic growth and sustainable 

tourism without detriment to the protection of vulnerable environmental and heritage assets. 

 Create a sense of place by fully integrating green infrastructure into the plan or proposal 

design to reflect locally distinctive character having regard to rural and urban character, open 

space, connective corridors and links with the wider countryside. 

 Consider the management and maintenance of new and existing green infrastructure 

throughout and beyond the plan period. 



 Provide opportunities for communities to protect local environments that are important to 

them, through Local Green Space or Local Nature Reserve designations. 

 

5   Links with other subgroups 

5.1 Conservation and Heritage, Healthcare and Care of the Elderly and Housing and 

Affordable Housing. 

The main link is with the Conservation and Heritage subgroup, many of the issues of concern to 

preserve features, whether built or natural, having a definite relationship to both groups for differing 

reasons. The characteristics that make Ponteland unique focus around the history of the settlement 

and preserving these features for the future. 

The second topic group is that of Healthcare; the relationship between man, his surroundings, open 

spaces and wildlife all contribute to the general health of a community. That feel good factor with 

your surroundings. 

A link to the Housing topic group focuses around the locations of residential homes in relation to their 

surroundings and the wildlife in that area. Encouraging the natural environment to flourish in harmony 

with its community, man, wildlife and preserving the habitat as a means of corridors and provision of 

nurture. 

 

 

6      Conclusions 

6.1   Evidence from Surveys/Questionnaires 

The 2013 initial survey showed:- 

89% wished the designated Greenbelt to continue to be protected. 

27% showed recognition that some area of Greenbelt may need to be deleted for 

infrastructure and some housing, but this should be kept to the minimum under strict 

planning control. 

The 2014 questionnaire showed:-  

90% did not support the Core Strategy Document for high increases in development and the 

deletion of some Greenbelt. 

19% would support the Core strategy Document only if it did not require greenbelt deletion. 

95% wished for extended protection for trees and green spaces on the approach roads to 

Ponteland. 

69% wish for Tree Preservation Orders to be extended in order to maintain and enhance 

wildlife habitats. 



 

PONTELAND NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES 

IN RELATION TO THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

 
CONSERVATION & HERITAGE 

 95% of those responding supported the view that protection should be extended to include 

the trees and green spaces on the approach roads to Ponteland and 85% agreed that the 

Conservation Area should be reviewed and extended. 

GENERAL 

 The proposal that more community use should be made of school buildings and playing fields 

was supported by 71% of respondents. 

 87% of respondents confirmed that they would prefer to stay in Ponteland as they get older 

but only 18% supported the provision of more residential care homes in the village. 

 90% of respondents supported the view that there should be restrictions on the type of front 

boundaries permitted in order to maintain and enhance wildlife corridors while 69% 

supported the extension of Tree Preservation Orders to all properties. 

 

6.2   Overview and Analysis 

An analysis of the Natural Environment has only been possible by firstly having a clear understanding 

of the area itself, identifying the landscape, the habitat and the wildlife that is supported by its 

surroundings. It becomes clear that areas such as wildlife corridors are the essential lifeline for the 

wildlife to feed and move from one area to another in safety. Without this facility there would be 

“islands or pockets” of wildlife habitation which would have difficulty in surviving. 

Every road into Ponteland has a wildlife corridor enabling the movement of the wildlife around the 

area, the encouragement of retaining hedgerows as part of the front boundaries of properties allows 

even more species to frequent residents gardens. The river Pont acts in the same way, much of the 

wildlife use the river and its banks to move into other areas for food. 

Community awareness - apart from the aesthetic value of the natural environment to keep the trees 

shrubs and the river banks, it is essential for the wellbeing of the wildlife and harmonising the 

relationship of the Natural Environment with its community. 

 

A request from residents from Willow Way, Darras Hall has been received by the Neighbourhood Plan 

Group; this request is for an adjacent piece of land to be given consideration for “Green Space” 

designation. The subgroup will take a decision on this at the next group meeting when draft policies 

will also be considered for the Natural Environment. 

6.3 Draft Policy areas 

The subgroups considerations for draft policies are as follows: 

 To protect and enhance the settlement character and its boundaries. 

 To resist inappropriate (harmful to the natural environment) development. 

 To protect the interests of existing uses and activities, especially agriculture. 

 To protect and enhance areas of living landscape and areas of High Landscape Value. 



 To protect and enhance facilities for recreation and access. 

 Promote countryside management. 

 To conserve and enhance the natural landscape, open space and wildlife in order to provide a 

high standard of amenity and recreational opportunities for all ages of residents, workers and 

visitors. 

 To promote the awareness, use, enjoyment, care and understanding of the countryside by 

residents and visitors. 

 To continue to protect and enhance the wider countryside within the civil parish of Ponteland 

in order to prevent harmful developments, the destruction of natural amenities and facilities 

and at every opportunity by securing beneficial improvements and community gain where 

development has to take place. 

Many of these concerns are covered by carried over polices in the following areas below: 

 Wildlife Corridors, PC 4 

 Landscape Corridors & Settings PC3 

 Greenbelt & Protected Open Spaces NPPF, PC5 

 

7    Supporting Information on all areas of section3 

7.1   Wildlife Habitat and Wildlife Records for Ponteland Parish 

The Neighbourhood Plan for Ponteland must have at its core detailed knowledge of the local 

environment. This is made up of natural habitats and wildlife along with the human population and 

their built structures. 

A vision for the future of the community must incorporate Green Infrastructure, the natural 

environmental resource that supports people and wildlife and enhances biodiversity.  

This benefits the community by protecting and enhancing the valued natural assets which give 

Ponteland Parish its distinctive character. A protected and enhanced Green Infrastructure can improve 

the health and well-being of residents. 

Sound ecological evidence needs to be obtained as a preliminary to the planning process. This can 

pinpoint areas of special habitat value and important wildlife corridors. 

Local environmental bodies were consulted and habitat designations and wildlife survey records 

obtained. 

Ecologists and botanists with a detailed knowledge of Ponteland Parish supplied habitat information 

and up - to - date species lists. 

 

ERIC – Environmental Records Information Centre North East 

Eric North East works closely with wildlife recording groups, organisations and individuals to collate 

species records, habitat data and nature conservation site information. This information can be made 

available to individuals for legitimate environmental purposes. 

Our group made an application for access to this data and received a spreadsheet of 6296 records held 

for the Ponteland Parish search area. 



ERIC also supplied selected data in map form:  

1. A map of the sites of nature conservation interest. 
2. A map of habitat data held for the area. 
3. A map of records for important species – amphibians, otters and bats. 
4. A map of records for white-clawed crayfish. 
5. A map of Recording Frequency to highlight “hotspots” – areas with large numbers of records. 

 

Natural England 

Natural England is responsible for designation and monitoring of the two Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest which lie in Ponteland Parish.  

Darras Hall Grassland, an area of rare semi-natural grassland is surrounded by houses in the Darras 

Hall Estate. It is botanically species-rich, containing a number of plant species rare or uncommon in 

Northumberland. 

Prestwick Carr contains a number of wetland habitats including tall fen, carr woodland and raised 

mire. It supports a wide range of plant and animal species including wildfowl, invertebrates and 

moths, some of them rare or unusual in Northumberland. 

Documents supplied by Natural England:- 

Magic Map of Habitat Classification  

Darras Hall Grassland Citation designation as SSSI 

Darras Hall Grassland Management Plan 

Magic Map of Darras Hall Grassland 

Photograph of Darras Hall Grassland  

Prestwick Carr Citation designation as SSSI 

Prestwick Carr Management Plan 

Magic Map of Prestwick Carr 

 

Northumberland Wildlife Trust 

Northumberland Wildlife Trust was founded in 1971 to protect wildlife and promote nature 

conservation within Newcastle, North Tyneside and Northumberland. 

They manage over 60 nature reserves, including Prestwick Carr and focus on educating the public 

about the value of nature. 

The Trust have a new vision for nature conservation called Living Landscapes, focusing on creating an 

interconnected chain of wildlife habitats in both urban and rural areas, rather than isolated nature 

reserves. 

NWT supplied our group with links to a number of documents on planning and the environment e.g. 

Local Authority Services and Biodiversity – Your Statutory Obligations 



 

The Wildlife Trusts 

Planning for a Healthy Environment – Good Practice for Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity.  

Town and Country Planning Association, “The Wildlife Trusts” 

Documents supplied by Northumberland Wildlife Trust:- 

Map of SSSIs and Local Sites  

Article on Prestwick Carr 1 

Article on Prestwick Carr 2 

Northumberland Biodiversity Action Plan (PDF 24 Pages) 

Living Landscapes Map    (PDF    1 Page) 

Article Red Squirrels 

Article Urban Bat 

 

Environment Agency and the Woodland Trust 

Information has been obtained from both of these agencies. See River Pont and Woodland sections for 

details. 

 

Local Records 

Wildlife records have been kept by a number of local residents  examples 

Birds in Ponteland Park, 2000 - 2013 – Chris Wright         Word Doc. 1 page 

Birds using Ponteland Park and Land between Dissington and Ponteland / Darras Hall.  Word Doc. 1 pg. 

Species List for Prestwick Carr - Peter Fletcher 

Site Map              1 page   pdf - Ecol. 

Habitat Map              1 page   pdf - Ecol. 

White- clawed crayfish  Map    1 page   pdf - Ecol. White Clawed Crayfish 

Recorded Hotspots Map            1 page   pdf - Recording Freq. Per 1km Grid Sqs 

Living Landscapes (NEWTs)       1 page   pdf - North East Wildlife Trusts 

Magic Map Prestwick Carr        1 page   pdf  

Magic map Darras Hall             1 page   pdf 

Prestwick Carr Bird list.             7 pages   pdf   

 



Trees and gardens 

Many fine trees and hedgerows are threatened by development, in order to protect them from loss 

or damage, the Council has the power to serve Tree Preservation Orders (TPO).  Landscaping 

schemes are an essential tool for the Council to ensure that development schemes should enhance 

an area and any pre-application groundwork by the developer should be discouraged. 

Trees located in a house curtledge, or private ownership should be encouraged. Not only are they 

pleasing to the eye but will support a variety of wildlife into the garden. Trees will need maintenance 

from time to time and depending on its location responsibility comes with it. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8    Appendices 

8.1   Glossary of Terms 

Green Belt   NCC Core Strategy Document 

A land designation with the fundamental aim to prevent urban sprawl by keeping the land 

permanently open. 

Greenfield  NCC Core Strategy Document    

Land or defined site which has never been built on before or where the remains of any 

structure or activity have blended into the landscape over time. 

Green Infrastructure   NCC Core Strategy Document 

Green spaces in towns, villages or elsewhere serving different purposes, which together form 

a network that can provide local communities with a better environment and quality of life 

and help wildlife. 

Green Space 

Land that is partly or completely covered with grass, shrubs, trees or other vegetation 

including parks, community gardens and cemeteries. 

Habitat   NCC Core Strategy Document 

An area or natural environment in which an organism, species or population normally lives. 

Habitats take many forms and should not be considered in isolation as they are linked and 

overlap with each other. 

Natural Environment    NCC Core Strategy Document 

The complex relationship of biodiversity and their influence on each other. The whole variety 

of life encompassing all genetics, species and ecosystem variations, including plants and 

animals and their dependency upon one another and the area they live to survive.  

Open Space  NCC Core Strategy Document 

Used in relation to built-up areas and refers to all open areas of public value, which can offer 

opportunities for sport, and recreation, as well as a visual amenity and haven for wildlife. 

Public open space is where public access may or may not be formally established. 

Open Space   NPPF Document 

All open space of public value, including not just land, but also areas of water, (such as rivers, 

canals, lakes and reservoirs) which offer important opportunities for sport and recreation and 

can act as a visual amenity. 

Quote from the NPPF Planning Document - Achieving Sustainable Development 

Page 19   Section 9 Protecting Green Belt Land 



79      The Government attaches great importance to Green Belts. The fundamental aim of Green Belt 

policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of 

Green Belts are their openness and their permanence. 

80       Green Belt serves 5 purposes: 

  To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas 

 To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another 

 To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

 To preserve the setting and special character of historical towns; and 

 To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land. 

81       Once green belts have been defined, local planning authorities should plan positively to 

enhance the beneficial use of the green Belt, such as looking for opportunities to provide access; to 

provide opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; to retain and enhance landscapes, 

visual amenity and biodiversity; or to improve damaged and derelict land. 

 

8.2                          
Map Civil Parish Ponteland.pdf

 

 

 

8.3   Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan Initial Survey   

   
PNV JAN 13 p8-9 (2).pdf

              

            This is 1 page PDF Questionnaire in PNV on - 'Help shape future development of your village' 

8.4   Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaires 

                  
pnv pnp questionaire.pdf

 

 

            This is a 3 page questionnaire in PNV on PNP that is to be completed by the residents.  

 

       
PNP Questionnaire Results (1).pdf

 

 

            This is 3 pages giving the percentage results on the answered questions. 

 



  
PNP Questionnaire Summary Dec 13.pdf

 

 

 This is 4 pages of the results given in a 'graphical representation' 

  PNP Questionnaire Summary Dec 13.pdf    

 This is 1 page giving a summary of community questionnaire responses. PDF 

 

 

 

8.5    Castle Morpeth Borough Council carried over policies 

           Castle Morpeth Borough Council Documents    www.northumberland.gov.uk 

           CMBC carried over Policies                                    http://cmlocalplan.co.uk/frset.html 

           Northumberland County Council                          www.northumberland.gov.uk 

 

8.6   National Environment White Paper 2011 

         www.gov.uk/government/publication/natural-environment-white-paper-implications-updates 

 

8.7   National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) 

         www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ 

         Northumberland County Council                          www.northumberland.gov.uk 

         NPPF Communities & Local Government           www.communities.gov.uk  

 

8.8   Ponteland Town Council website 

         www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk/ 

 

 

 

 



9.  Contacts & Links 

Town & Country Planning Association                www.tcpa.org.uk 

Environment Reporter BBC News                        www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-25682368 

 

 

 

Contacts – Environmental and Wildlife Organisations 
 
 
Environment Agency 
www.gov.uk/government/organisation/environment-agency 
 
Environmental Records Information Centre (ERIC) North East 
www.ericnortheast.org.uk/home.html 
 
Natural England 
www.naturalengland.org.uk 
 
Northumberland Bat Group 
www.northumberlandbats.org.uk 
 
Northumberland Rivers Trust 
www.northumberlandriverstrust.co.uk 
 
Northumberland Wildlife Trust 
www.nwt.org.uk 
 
Ponteland Red Squirrels 
www.pontelandredsquirrels.co.uk 
 
The Wild Trout Trust 
www.wildtrout.org 
 
The Woodland Trust 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Local Contacts 

Shaun Hackett, Ranger Northumberland National Park 

David Fiege, NCC Ecologist 

Katherine Pinnock, North East Coordinator, ERIC 

Susan Keeton, Project Officer, ERIC 



Janet Simkin, Ecologist 

Neil Tulloch, Lead Advisor – Northumberland Team, Natural England 

Anthony Johnston, Estate Officer, Northumberland Wildlife Trust 

Steve Lowe, Head of Conservation, Northumberland Wildlife Trust 

Janet Angel, Botanist 

Megs Rogers, Botanist 

Prof John Richards, Botanical Recorder for Northumberland 

Hazel Walker, Botanist 

Peter Kerr, Northumberland Rivers Trust 

Christopher Wright, Ornithologist 

Peter Fletcher, Ornithologist 

Sally Hardy, Ponteland Red Squirrels 

Ruth Haddon, Northumberland Bat Group 

 


