
Core Strategy Consultation Group    Meeting date 11.09.15 
 
Attendees: 
 
Peter Cowey 

Alma Dunigan 

Will Moses 

Carl Rawlings 

Robert Ramsay 

Jo-Anne Garrick 

Joan Sanderson 

 
Items discussed 
 

J-AG tabled draft plan to accompany next version of Core Strategy.  The document will go to Cabinet on 
29/9 and the consultation period will be 14 /10 - 25/11 (6 weeks) with the Ponteland event to be on 
7/11 at the Memorial Hall and to include a draft master plan for the parcel of land to the east of 
Ponteland (Rotary Way) 
 
Green Belt Issues 
 
There is less green belt deletion proposed (including the safeguarded land)  
 
The Hellens site at the back of Callerton lane is now proposed to be brought forward during the plan 
period, this replaces  the Banks site to the north of Clickemin 
 
The triangle between Rotary Way, Callerton Lane and Cheviot View remains proposed to be deleted 
from Green Belt 
 
WDM advised the NPG would wish to pursue the concept of a "Green Wedge" immediately behind 
Cheviot View to preserve the open view back from Clickemin across Callerton Common.  He also felt 
NCC are trying to get too much out of this and more development should be focussed on the Police HQ 
site perhaps with part of the relief road to link to the A696 
 
The proposal to safeguard land to the north of Ponteland has been removed from the Core Strategy  
because it is considered that this level of development to the north of Ponteland cannot be brought 
forward without the relief road.  NCC have not undertaken sufficient work at this stage to identify that 
alternatives have been considered. .  While the relief road remains a possibility, further work will be 
undertaken through the preparation of the Northumberland Delivery Document.  As it is a safeguarded  
route within the Castle Morpeth Local Plan , the present route will remain reserved for now 

Housing Numbers 

JA-G advised that the updated population and household projection scenario work had considered both 
the 2008, 2012 projections and a mid point between the projections.  This work has demonstrated that  
the 2012 data should be used as the baseline.  In order to support job creation the preferred scenario 
requires  an increase in overall housing numbers from 23520 - 24320, ie +1000 compared to the last 
version of the Core Strategy.  The central delivery area is used for monitoring the 5YHLS so local 
distribution numbers are indicative only.  The education and leisure proposals came into the picture late 
last time and were not fully considered 



Ponteland is now a "Main Town", this change in status is in recognition of the significant  investment in 
the schools and leisure centre and better reflects its role.  The indicative number of houses is increased 
to 900.  NCC have identified that the Hellens site (180 estimated houses) will come forward in the plan 
period (2011-31) and in addition intend to develop their own site (400 estimated houses).  It is 
considered that allowing larger sites to come forward will help ensure that an appropriate mix of 
housing is provided.  The Storey site is proposed to be safeguarded for development beyond the plan 
period. 
 
WDM pointed out that the Storey site and part of the site proposed for education use had been 
describes as "sensitive land parcel edges" in the last version of the Core Strategy 
 
There is no change to Medburn 
 
CR expressed extreme dissapointment with the proposed loss of Green Belt,  the increase in housing 
numbers to 900 and the population growth is too big.  and asked if residents would be consulted on 
NCC’s full proposals 

At present the Core Strategy will include release of Green Belt for the NPG aspiration to allow for the 
eventual decant of Meadowfield.  Noted that NCC considered that there could be  objections to this 
proposal from the Airport and Newcastle Council 

It is proposed that there is a small office development on the current Fire Station site 

SPD for Callerton Lane 

JA-G tabled a draft of the master plan for the parcel of land to the east of Ponteland (Rotary Way).  An 
updated front end of this will go to cabinet on 22/9 

WDM, AD and RR expressed concern over the proposed access to the new schools and leisure sites    

Merton Way 

J-AG had previously advised Geoff Paul (Planning Housing & Economy) was acting as the Arch "Client 
Representative" on behalf of NCC, JA-G will provide update.  WDM had previously asked if some focus 
on the regeneration of Merton way can be put in the Core Strategy 

RR commented on the need to develop retail services generally 

Previous Notes 

JA-G to send WDM link to Green Belt analysis document 
http://northumberland.limehouse.co.uk/file/3603893  

WDM had asked if there could be some wording to include reference to consultation with the NPG or TC 
on master planning certain areas, thought best to be TC.  The future role and remit of this Group needs 
to be confirmed in connection with ongoing issues and SPDs 

Future meetings with Stuart McNoughton (Highways) - Peter Cowey willing to make presentation of 
NPG evidence, Zoe Charge (Infrastructure) and Mark Ketley (re master plan for Police HQ) 

Next meeting to be confirmed but to be later September to discuss Schools etc masterplan 

http://northumberland.limehouse.co.uk/file/3603893

