
 
 
Core Strategy Consultation Group    Meeting date 14.08.15 

 
Attendees: 
 

Peter Cowey 

Alma Dunigan 

Will Moses 

Carl Rawlings 

Jo-Anne Garrick 

Charlotte Colver 

Frances Wilkinson 

Joan Sanderson 

 
Items discussed 
 
Previous Notes 

Previous notes and format of meetings agreed 

Green Belt Issues 

FW introduced as Specialist Planning Services Manager.  Has worked with Charlotte for several years and is 
familiar with the Green Belt issues and Ponteland 

WDM recapped issues for NPG which are 

 Maintaining gap between Ponteland and Airport/Newcastle upon Tyne 

 Town Council opposition to any Green Belt Deletion 

 Importance of "Green Wedge" passing from Rotary Way across the A696 at Clickemin and separating 
Cheviot View 

 Preferred focus on Police HQ and sites to the north 

FW explained approach to Green Belt Review following assessment published in December and review of small 
settlements which included a meeting at the Town Council.  Following feedback from the consultation and on-
going work NCC have looked again at the methodology of other Councils particularly where this had had 
favourable examination and removed environmental constraints such as buildings, flood risk and ecology from 
the assessment.  These are now only considered in the Strategic Land Review (SLR).  This means the Green Belt 
review only focuses on the assessment of land parcels against the purposes of the Green Belt. 

FW tabled an updated Green Belt analysis plan.  Some Green Belt areas had been sub-divided and historic setting 
is now considered.  Some discussion took place regarding draft policy 20 which mentions Hexham, Corbridge and 
Morpeth, but not Ponteland.  Ponteland is a small village with historic constraints but scores highly under 
safeguarding the countryside from encroachment.  JA-G to send WDM link to document Paragraphs 7.6 to 7.9 of 
the Core Strategy Full Draft plan provides the background to the purpose of the Tyne and Wear Green Belt within 
Northumberland. 

WDM tabled the latest version of the emerging NPG physical plan.  He explained the idea behind allowing more 
intensive development on and adjacent to the Police HQ site to facilitate a relief road link between the A696 and 
North Road.  This also maintained the separation of the Police HQ area as a small settlement 



Discussion then took place regarding the proposed safeguarded land.  The NPG hope that the amount of this 
canbe reduced and robust constraints put in place to prevent premature or unneccessary release.  The NPG 
thought that the proposed housing site to the north of Eland Green was inappropriate as it is in an area of High 
Landscape Value and the site to the north east of Cheviot View because it effectively expanded the settlement 
boundary and was capable of being accessed off the A696 which might lead to a developer challenge to the 
stated aim of this site to contribute to the proposed relief roadIn relation to the issue of safeguarded land, JA-G 
advised that safeguarded land would only come forward through a review of the Local Plan, but there is the need 
to be confident that there is a 5 year housing land supply  (which there currently was not) .  As it is the proposal is 
for a strongly worded policy the ensure that such land could only be brought forward as part of a review of the 
Core Strategy.  WDM asked  if there could be some wording to include reference to consultation with the NPG or 
TC 

Housing Numbers 

In answer to CR, JA-G advised there was no maximum number so the 640 target related to the proposed 
distribution of the 5680 across the Central  Delivery Area, this needed to  be flexible 

JS handed out a more detailed spreadsheet showing net completions in Ponteland Parish over the last 3 annual 
periods.   WDM pointed out that this showed an average of 31.5 windfall units/year unit or 450 over the 
remaining Plan life in addition to the 580 present un-built consents.  JA-G said that planned development in 
Ponteland as opposed to windfall sites would contribute to sustainability and improve the housing mix (smaller 
units) 

Sample housing needs surveys were handed to AD 

 CR said that there was widespread scepticism regarding the model (that housing will bring employment) and this 
might be brought up under "scrutiny" at examination.  JA-G to send link to the economic strategy 
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=5712 

PC  said Ponteland has perhaps a small centre but the Boundary of Ponteland encompasses 12,000 residents, 
larger than Hexham and Alnwick for example 

Employment Land 

James Cowan had looked at the 6 ELR's produced by the NPG and JA-G will give update at the next meeting.  She 
thought there was some opposition under duty to co-operate from Newcastle to the proposed Prestwick Pit site 
because of proximity to Airport proposals 

The NPG wonder if the currently suggested 3Ha or 5HA is enough and also restated their aspiration to allow for 
the eventual decant of Meadowfield.  It was noted that the developer of Prestwick Park was only interested in 
offices and their tabled plan showed suggested sites at both Prestwick Park and south of the Police HQ 

SPD for Callerton Lane 

The outcome of the Master Planning work for  the parcel of land to the east of Ponteland (Rotary Way) will take 
the form of a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and there will be consultation on this (for 6 weeks) 
concurrently with the Core Strategy consultation.  JA-G tabled a draft of the SPD.  This will be the subject of the 
next meeting 

There are a number of organisations involved 

 Education (Sue Aviston) 

 Leisure 

 Howarth Litchfield (Architects) 

 Faithful & Gould (Viability) 



 Price Waterhouse Cooper (Overview/Best Value) 

 District Valuation Service 

The site is proposed for  offices and housing as well as Education, Leisure and the Library 

WDM to send the NPG Plan to JA-G to forward to HL 

AD expressed concerns from parents regarding the possible relocation of Darras Hall First School and lack of 
information generally.   

AD also asked for consideration to be given to existing youth facilities eg the skateboard park, play area and 
"Howards Hut" 

CR asked about the implications of development on sporting clubs such as football, rugby and cricket ,  J-AG said 
that Bruce Ledger was communicating on that issue 

Regarding the re location of Library the NPG have Heather Smith's contact details.  There is concern over this for 
2 reasons 

 It will remove an anchor use from Merton Way 

 The new location may not be so convenient for users 

Merton Way 

J-AG advised Geoff Paul (Planning Housing & Economy)  Was acting as the Arch "Client Representative" on behalf 
of NCC, JA-G will provide update.  WDM asked if some focus on the regeneration of Merton way can be put in the 
Core Strategy 

Miscellaneous 

JS tabled Draft Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.  This includes the historic relief road route 

Jacobs are carrying out a high level traffic study this will  include the effect of development and the  impact of 
traffic to Newcastle 

Future meetings with Stuart McNoughton (Highways), Zoe Charge (Infrastructure) and Mark Ketley (re SPG for 
Police HQ) 

Next meeting confirmed 11/9, 10.00am 

 


