
 
Neighbourhood Planning 
 Neighbourhood Plan gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision for the 

neighbourhood, shape the development and growth of the local area. It’s a powerful tool to 

ensure the right types of development for the community where the ambition of the 

neighbourhood is aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider local area 

 

Please note when making your comments that legislation does not allow Ponteland 

Neighbourhood Plan to have policies to protect the greenbelt, or to control housing 

numbers for the area.  We cannot plan for land that is currently in the greenbelt, even 

though the County Council may be proposing to delete some of these greenbelt sites.  These 

matters are in the jurisdiction of the County Council 

 



Our Recent Consultation 

This was the final consultation stage before we produce our full draft Neighbourhood Plan 

for Ponteland.  We have consulted you, the community on what issues you felt were most 

important in Ponteland over the last two years, and we have now translated those into a 

Vision for Ponteland over the next 20 years, and a set of 10 objectives.  These objectives can 

be achieved through a combination of Planning Policies, and Community Projects.  The 

Planning Policies have to be land-use planning policies and also they must comply with 

stringent regulations.  Where we cannot have a land-use Planning Policy, we have proposed 

Community Projects to take forward issues raised by the local community.  These are 

contained elsewhere.   

 

The Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan has to plan for the number of houses in the County 

Council’s Core Strategy regardless of whether the Town Council agree with them or not. 

This restricts what site specific housing polices we can have at this stage 

Preliminary Report 
• Objective 1  Built Environment 98% agree       Method of implementation 94-99% agree 

• Objective 2  Natural Environment 98% agree                                                           95-100% agree 

• Objective 3  Housing         82% agree                                                           87-96% agree 

• Objective 4 Business           92% agree                                                     42-88% agree* 

• Objective 5  Retail                92% agree                                                          92-96% agree 

• Objective 6  Transport        95% agree                                                            93-95% agree 

• Objective 7  Flooding          99% agree                                                           89-99% agree 

• Objective 8  Older people   98% agree                                                            94-96% agree 

• Objective 9  Healthcare       98% agree                                                           90-94% agree 

• Objective 10  Education       95% agree                                  94-98% agree 

* The 42% refers to the possibility of a small Hotel 

Next Steps  
• We will process the results, and start working on a full draft plan for Ponteland 

• We will carry out a full Regulation 16 consultation on the ‘pre-submission draft Plan for a statutory 

period of 6 weeks 

• We will make any amendments that are needed, and submit our plan to NCC who will then re-consult 

on the plan for 6 weeks 

• NCC will then appoint an Independent Examiner, to check that the Plan meets the statutory 

requirements (Basic Conditions) 

• If the Plan passes examination, it then goes to Referendum; every resident in the Civil Parish will have 

the opportunity to vote 

• If more than 50% of the voters say ‘yes’, then our plan will be ‘made’, and become part of Local 

Development Plan for the area (which will consist of “Our Plan” and the NCC Core Strategy when it is 

adopted) 



 OUR VISION 

 

'Ponteland will maintain its identity as a sustainable, thriving community, accessible to 

people of all ages. A gateway to Northumberland, which values its rural setting, rich 

heritage, natural environment and open spaces. It will remain visually distinct and separate 

from the Newcastle/Tyneside conurbation, meeting the needs of the local population, 

without compromising this distinction. The special identities of Darras Hall, the historic core 

of Ponteland village and the small settlements in the Parish will be maintained and 

enhanced for future generations, making the Parish of Ponteland a desirable place to live, 

work and visit.' 

  



Objective 1: (Built/Historic Environment) 

 

To ensure that new development contributes positively to the unique 

historic and natural characteristics of the parish of Ponteland 
 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Ensure new development respects the special 

character of the Ponteland Conservation Area 

2. Ensure that new residential development in 

special character areas (for example, Darras 

Hall) preserves the special character of the 

area  

3. Incorporate sustainability measures into our 

new buildings where possible 

4. Identify local heritage assets - these are 

buildings which are not listed but do have a 

local historic value 

5. Have specific policies for the smaller 

settlements in the Parish and we could define 

settlement boundaries 

  



Objective 2: (Natural Environment) 

 

To plan positively for the creation, protection and enhancement of networks for 

biodiversity, green infrastructure and recreation in Ponteland and to protect the landscape 

setting of Ponteland 
 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Have a policy to protect and enhance 

identified Wildlife Corridors in Ponteland 

2. Identify Local Green Spaces in Ponteland 

which can be protected from development 

3.  Allocate land adjacent to Ponteland Cemetery 

for expansion of the cemetery and ensure 

that areas adjacent to the cemetery that are 

developed, incorporate effective screening, 

landscaping and habitat improvements 

4. Protect special landscapes and landscape 

areas around Ponteland where there is 

evidence to support this approach 

4. Protect Sites of Special Scientific Interest and 

Local Wildlife Sites 

6. Have policies to seek the incorporation of 

multi-functional green space and Sustainable 

Urban Drainage into new developments 

7. Seek improvements to habitats, wildlife 

corridors and links through the use of 

developer contributions where viable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Civil Parish includes a number of green 

spaces important for leisure and recreation 

including Ponteland Park as well as informal 

green spaces contributing to the “Green 

Approaches” and allotments 

 

• Wildlife corridors are important in providing 

connectivity between different habitats. 

Designated wildlife corridors have been 

identified and require preservation  



Objective 3: (Housing) 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan will provide a positive policy framework for new housing that 

meets the defined  needs of residents in the Plan area. It will ensure that new housing 

developments are carefully planned, designed and integrated into the settlement of 

Ponteland, to ensure they contribute to the special character of Ponteland as well as 

contributing to the local infrastructure and community facility needs 
 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE 

PONTELAND NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Define what the affordable (social) 

housing provision levels should be for 

Ponteland, based on the recent Housing 

Needs survey which has been 

undertaken 

2. Identify the type and mix of housing that 

Ponteland needs, based on the recent 

Housing Needs survey 

3. Restrict housing in residential gardens in 

the Plan area 

4. Seek to direct new housing to 

brownfield sites in Ponteland 

5. Have a positive policy approach to new 

housing on the Industrial Estate in 

Ponteland and other brownfield sites 

6. Have a criteria based policy on new 

larger housing developments to ensure 

the development benefits Ponteland 

through being well designed, integrated 

into the village, providing new green 

open spaces, enhancing existing green 

corridors with good pedestrian/cycle 

links to the village centres 

 

 

When making your comments on this section 

please note that legislation does not allow the 

Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan to have 

Policies to protect the Green belt, or to control 

Housing numbers for the area 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who completed the recent Housing questionnaire.  The full results will be published 

in the June edition of Ponteland News and Views 

Housing Need Survey-Sample Observations 

• Response approaching 30% of households 

• Type of resident mainly owner occupier, 57% no mortgage, 

low household occupancy with 3-4 bedrooms 

• Signs of required future housing, within and beyond 

5years. 

• Price range for purchasing new housing £250k-£500k, 

identified by 50% 

• Reasons for moving, too many bedrooms, retirement and 

family reasons 

• 3 types of mover, resident house owner, splitting 

household and under 18 departing 

• Where? Civil Parish except  under 18 departing 

• What would you be looking for?  

 

Generally older house owner looking to stay in the 

community _ detached house/bungalow (smaller) 

 

Splitting household _  semi detached 2 bed 

accommodation 

 

• What is stopping you from moving? Lack of suitable 

property and the type of housing required. A splitting 

household unable to afford, lack of availability of type. 

• 70% of households wanting to move are not looking to rent 

• No health issues just limited number needing social 

services 

 

Other influences 

• 1-3 cars per residence, highest use for convenience, school 

run 

• Other transport, community minibus/dial a ride/patient 

travel 

• Importance of public transport-Important & desirable to 

residence 

• Comments public transport, dissatisfied with frequency, 

punctuality, locations and bus conditions. Satisfied with 

getting on/off bus 

• Improvements connection to Metro & Callerton Park, later 

service times & increased frequency. 

• 90% residents shop in Ponteland  



Objective 4: (Business and Employment) 

 

To identify and encourage employment opportunities for sustainable economic growth, 

leisure, and tourism across the Parish 

 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Define an area for a Community Hub building 

to be provided which could house small-scale 

employment units for small businesses, 

alongside other facilities for the local 

community 

2. Positively encourage new hotel 

accommodation in Ponteland 

3. Identify sites for additional parking, so that 

new development proposals for leisure, 

tourism or employment, include adequate 

parking provision 

4. Have a positive policy with regard to rural 

business development proposals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objective 5: (Retail) 

To enhance, diversify and improve the range of shops and services in Ponteland 

 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Provide a positive framework for the re-

development or improvement of the Merton 

Way shopping centre and the Broadway 

Shopping Centre 

2. Define where we think the 'Key Shopping 

Areas' are for Ponteland 

 



Objective 6: (Transport) 

To make Ponteland and the rest of the Parish a safer place for all users of the transport 

network, especially pedestrians, cyclists and children, by seeking to reduce traffic 

congestion, make it easier for people to walk to school, shops and public transport, whilst 

ensuring adequate car parking is provided to meet the needs of residents, visitors and 

businesses 
 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Improve identified pedestrian routes, and 

improve and extend identified cycle routes 

and ensure that cycle/pedestrian links are 

incorporated into new development 

2. Ensure there is enough car parking provision 

in new development, and provide a positive 

framework for new car parking provision in 

Ponteland 

 

When making your comments on this section, please 

note that legislation does not allow the Ponteland 

Neighbourhood Plan to have policies on a Relief 

Road for Ponteland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reivers Cycle Route, Ponteland 

 

Regional Route 10 of the National Cycle Network follows the line of the old 

railway which ran from Darras Hall via Ponteland to South Gosforth.  The 

railway opened in 1913, was never a commercial success and closed to 

passengers in 1929.  The line finally closed in 1954 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 7: (Flooding) 

To reduce the causes and impacts of flooding in Ponteland 

 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Ensure all new developments, conversions 

and extensions provide separation of surface 

water from foul water in on site private 

drainage and connections to adopted sewers, 

even when the receiving sewers are combined 

2. Ensure surface water discharge from new 

developments is restricted to a peak flow in 

line with the lesser value of a Greenfield run 

off rate (Qbar) or 5 litres/second 

3. Ensure surface water systems for new 

developments shall include for a 10% 

allowance to accommodate future flows 

generated as a result of urban creep 

4. Ensure sustainable Urban Drainage systems is 

integral to all new development 

5. Ensure land located to the north of Rotary 

Way and at a level of less than 60.00m AOD is 

kept available for flood storage to facilitate 

overtopping of the Fairney Burn and its 

tributaries 

6. Provide for a community infrastructure levy 

or a Section 106 agreement where such a levy 

will be beneficial to existing and proposed 

developments. The levy would contribute 

towards flood risk mitigation 

 

 

 

Objective 8: (Older People) 

To Ensure that the neighbourhood plan provides for the ageing population in and around 

Ponteland 
 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Ensure sufficient suitable housing available to 

meet the needs of the ageing population 

2. Seek to integrate 'accessibility' for the elderly 

and less mobile into new development 



Objective 9: (Health Care and Leisure) 

Ensure that the people of Ponteland of all ages have easy access to health care and leisure 

facilities 
 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Have a positive policy encouraging new 

leisure development, specifying a criteria 

based approach to ensure any new proposed 

development is accessible to all 

2. Identify where developer contributions for 

leisure facilities/recreation could be spent 

 

 

Objective 10: (Education and Young People) 

To ensure that our schools are well-planned to meet the needs of our current and projected 

pupil population and to ensure that there is sufficient provision of  recreational space and 

facilities for young people in Ponteland 
 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS OBJECTIVE, THE PONTELAND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COULD: 

 

1. Have a policy which has a criteria based approach to any new education development in Ponteland 

(related to pedestrian/cycle access, transport, design, landscaping, recreational space, etc.) 

2. Identify areas of recreational value to protect as Local Green Space 

3. Ensure that any development that involves the loss of a recreational facility, replaces it with an 

equivalent facility elsewhere 

4. Identify areas where developer contributions could be spent on additional/improved recreational 

space 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Projects identified in the draft Plan 

 

A list of Community Projects has been created through the consultation process and the 

development of the policy areas 

 

These cannot be addressed through planning policies nor can they be delivered by the 

Neighbourhood Plan Group 

 

Local Organisations are invited to get involved with delivering these Projects 

 

• During 2015 Ponteland Community Partnership hosted “Ponteland Question Time” 

and appointed a Youth Ambassador to promote young people 

 

• The Ponteland Civic Society are preparing a "Local List" 

 

We would encourage other local organisations to get involved  

 

 

Please use the "post it notes" provided to indicate 

your agreement and add comments 

 

Yes          No 
  

------------------

------------------

------------------

------------------

------------------

------------------

------------------

------------------



Environment 

 

• To work with NCC to extend the Conservation Area 

boundary in Ponteland and to develop and adopt a 

Conservation Area Character Appraisal for Ponteland 

 

 

 

 

• To support the Red Squirrel group in 

Ponteland to maintain and improve the 

populations of red squirrel locally 

 

 

 

 

  

• To liaise with landowners and other 

stakeholders to safeguard land needed as 

flood storage areas 

 

 

 

 

 

• To work with Northumberland County Council 

(NCC) to get an Article 4 designation on parts 

of Ponteland where it is desirable to remove 

permitted development rights for front 

boundary changes  

 

 

 

• To work with NCC and local businesses to 

reduce and standardise the amount of 'A' 

boards on the streets  

 

 

 

 

  

 

-------------------------------
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-------------------------------



Transport & Infrastructure 

 

• Continue to work with NCC and press for a 

relief road for Ponteland 

 

 

 

 

 

• Work closely with the Bus Users Group in 

Ponteland to improve the reliability of public 

transport in Ponteland, and seek to promote 

investment in real-time information at key 

bus-stops in Ponteland 

 

  

 

• To work with local groups and NCC to identify 

key 'accessibility hot spots' where 

improvements could improve accessibility for 

those with mobility impairments 

 

 

 

• To work with NCC to seek funding allocations 

for improvements to cycle infrastructure in 

Ponteland 

 

 

 

 

    

• Work with NCC to implement a 20mph limit in 

some areas of Ponteland (particularly around 

the schools) 

 

 

 

 

 

• Proposals under the Transport objective, to 

improve accessibility to public transport for 

the older person 
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-------------------------------



Health 

 

• To seek to secure additional GP services in 

Ponteland to meet the needs of local 

residents 

 

 

 

 

• To seek to work with service providers and 

others to secure better access to healthcare in 

Ponteland 

 

 

 

  

• Seek to implement the Ageing Well in 

Northumberland Strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ageing Well is a positive approach to planning and working with local people to ensure Northumberland is 

a good place to grow older. It seeks to promote the health and wellbeing of older people within their local 

communities while also valuing the skills, experience and energy people offer.  

 

Ageing Well is co-ordinated by the involvement and service development team within adult community 

services. 

Ageing Well also supports the development of community projects in response to identified needs. Examples 

include gardening activities for people with dementia; supported healthy walks; dementia awareness 

training in communities and for staff groups e.g. bus operators, landlords. 

 

Ageing Well is funded by Northumberland County Council and supported by the active involvement of older 

people around the county. The Ageing Well Partnership Board maintains effective partnerships to develop a 

co-ordinated approach to the strategic planning for older people. 

 

The Ageing Well Network supports the partnership between statutory and voluntary sector organisations, 

sharing information to ensure access to support and efficient use of resources. 

 

Ageing Well and dementia forums provide information for individuals and give the opportunity for people 

who use our services to inform developments. 

 

-------------------------------

-------------------------------

-------------------------------

 

-------------------------------
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-------------------------------

 

-------------------------------

-------------------------------

-------------------------------



 

Community Facilities   

 

• A Community Hub:  To explore the viability of 

creating a 'community hub' at a central 

location in Ponteland.  This could provide 

both facilities for the wider community 

including the youth 

 

 

• Ideas such as a joint library/internet 

café/community space could be explored  

 

 

 

 

 

• Community Toilet scheme to be developed in 

collaboration with local shops and community 

facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

Young People 

 

• Explore and promote activities  for younger 

people 

 

 

 

 

  

•  “Youth Ambassador” from the Community 

Partnership to promote young people’s needs 
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