
• Neighbourhood planning 

was introduced through 

the 2011 Localism Act 

and gives local 

communities the 

opportunity to influence 

and define how their area 

should grow and change

• A Neighbourhood Plan is 

a way of helping local 

communities to influence 

the planning of the area 

in which they live and 

work.  It can be used to

• Develop a shared vision 

for your neighbourhood

• Choose where new 

homes, shops, offices and 

other development 

should be built

• Influence what new 

Help us to shape the future of the Parish

• Influence what new 

buildings should look like

• Ensure that any change 

meets local objectives

Our vision is to “maintain and enhance 

the unique character of Ponteland” 

• In Northumberland, neighbourhood planning 

must be led by the Town or Parish Council

• The Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan is being 

prepared by a group of seven volunteers 

three Town Councillors and two County 

Councillors on behalf of the Town Council

• Neighbourhood Planning will allow us to 

determine our future instead of living with 

continued inappropriate development 

pressure

• If the Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan  passes 

independent examination and is adopted in a 

local referendum, it will have the power to 

influence local planning and the future needs 

of the community – in conjunction with 

national and countywide planning policies



• We consulted the local 

Background to “Our Plan”

• Newcastle Council’s Core Strategy was 

formally adopted on 26 March 2015.  It 

includes plans to delete Green Belt for new 

housing at the Dinnington, Great Park, Kenton 

Bank Foot, Woolsington, North Walbottle and 

Throckley as well as business expansion at 

Newcastle Airport

• Northumberland County Council are currently 

working on the last stage document of their 

Core Strategy and are also proposing 

significant deletion of Green Belt

• We want to make sure the residents of 

Ponteland Parish are given the opportunity to 

decide what kind of development should take 

place and where

Our Plan will provide for sustainable economic growth, enhance our historic and natural 

environment, ensure development character is in keeping with Ponteland and other 

settlements in the Parish, and address issues such as flooding and traffic.  Although a 

Neighbourhood Plan cannot deal with strategic issues such as Green Belt deletion we will 

work with the County Council to ensure we get the right development, in the right place 

and at the right time

Newcastle Council  Development Proposals

• We consulted the local 

community in February 

and November 2013 to 

enable residents and 

businesses to express 

their preferences, views 

and priorities with regard 

to a wide range of 

planning related matters

• In September 2014 we 

held a public consultation 

event at the Memorial 

Hall and received 

endorsement to our 

objectives across eight 

subject headings

• We have established a 

Core Strategy 

Consultation Group with 

Northumberland County 

Council

• We are now ready to seek 

feedback on our emerging 

Neighbourhood Plan

and at the right time

Extract from Northumberland County Council  Core Strategy Consultation Document



Conservation & Heritage

Aims and Objectives

• The Neighbourhood Plan Group have 

worked with Ponteland Civic Society  and 

the North of England Civic Trust to 

prepare a Community Character 

Statement

• The document includes consideration of 

the “Green  Approaches” to Ponteland 

and the quality of the surrounding 

landscape, which all contribute to the 

unique character of the area

• The wedge of open countryside at 

Clickemin separates the south east edge 

of Ponteland from Darras Hall and the 

Conservation Area  from the suburban 

approach along Cheviot View.  It is a living 

link to Ponteland’s agricultural past

• Our aims are to provide a robust set of 

policies to protect the character of  

Ponteland and the wider Civil Parish

• To promote the protection of the open 

Policies and Projects

• Take forward former Castle Morpeth

District Plan Conservation Policies and 

Green Belt Analysis from the Community Character Statement

• To promote the protection of the open 

spaces in Ponteland village and Darras Hall 

and the “Green Approaches” through 

appropriate designation and policies

• To require the protection of the existing 

character of Darras Hall

• To support the protection of the Green 

Belt, particularly the strategic separation 

between Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne 

and Newcastle International Airpoirt

District Plan Conservation Policies and 

Darras Hall Committee Guidance into a 

single document

• Extend the Conservation Area to include 

Clickemin Farm, Station Cottages, the 

Memorial Hall and house opposite

• Enhance protection of the “Green  

Approaches”  into Ponteland.  The rural 

setting of the Village and the “Garden 

Suburb” appearance of Darras Hall

• Emphasise the strategic importance of the 

area of Green belt to the south and east 

of Ponteland which separates it from the 

expanding Tyneside conurbation and the 

“Green Wedge” of agricultural land 

between Cheviot View and the edge of 

the central Conservation Area

• Support projects such as removal of street 

clutter

• Encourage town centre improvements, for 

example improve Merton Way precinct 

and restore the front gardens of Bell VillasConservation Area Analysis from the Community Character Statement



Natural Environment, Open 

Spaces & Habitats

Aims and Objectives

• The current network of footpaths, 

bridleways and cycle ways should be 

preserved and maintained

• The Civil Parish includes a number of 

green spaces important for leisure and 

recreation including Ponteland Park as 

well as informal green spaces contributing 

to the “Green Approaches” and 

allotments

• Wildlife corridors  are important in 

providing connectivity between different 

habitats.  Designated wildlife corridors 

have been identified and require 

preservation

• Our aims are to require the protection of 

our historical hedgerows around the fields 

and network of waterways

• To promote the protection and 

Policies and Projects

• New development should ensure 

connectivity with the existing network of 

footpaths, bridleways and cycle ways and 

not adversely affect it

Green Space, Wildlife Corridors, Footpaths and Nature Conservation sites 

• To promote the protection and 

enhancement of facilities for recreation 

and the provision of access for residents, 

workers and visitors of all ages

• To promote the conservation and 

enhancement of the local landscape and 

open spaces, and the protection of 

wildlife

• To require any new development to 

respect and protect the natural 

environment wherever possible

• New development should include 

provision for adding informal green spaces 

and contributing to the “Green 

Approaches”

• New development will be required to 

maintain and enhance wildlife corridors 

through appropriate landscaping and 

habitat creation

• Designation of the agricultural land 

between Cheviot View and the edge of 

the central Conservation Area as a “Green 

Wedge”

• Designation of the of the land at Birney 

Hill as “Parkland Character”

• Ensure new footpaths and cycle ways are 

created to the Police Headquarters site 

and other new developments

• Ensure Ponteland Park is managed to 

provide a balance of multi-use access with 

preserving biodiversity against a rising 

population



Retail, Business & Employment

Aims and Objectives

• We have carried out existing and 

proposed assessments of Retail, 

Commercial, Industrial, Rural, Tourism & 

Leisure businesses

• Our aims are to look towards local 

sustainable economic growth and match 

to local employment

• To seek creative ways in re-energising the 

centre of Ponteland, Main Street and the 

Broadway

• To identify and encourage employment 

opportunities for appropriate, sustainable 

economic growth across the Parish

• To promote opportunities to enhance, 

diversify and improve the range of shops 

and services within the centre of 

Ponteland and Broadway

• To promote innovative solutions for the 

regeneration of the centre of Ponteland, 

Policies and Projects

• Our policies will protect the vitality of the 

Village centre

• Encourage open air markets and other 

temporary events

Potential Business sites Analysis

regeneration of the centre of Ponteland, 

in tandem with improvements to 

infrastructure and a relief road

• To promote diversification, sustainable 

development, leisure and tourism across 

the Parish.

temporary events

• Encourage the revitalisation of Merton 

Way and Broadway

• Review car parking standards

• Encourage  development to provide or 

enhance tourist attractions

• We will promote the development 

of Prestwick Pit as an Employment 

Site for the relocation of businesses 

from Meadowfield and other need 

which Northumberland County 

Council identifies

Prestwick Pit                                                                                                           A traffic free Main Street?                                                                                        



Housing and Affordable Housing

Aims and Objectives

• Ponteland has evolved by the creation of an 

estate of distinct character and elsewhere 

incorporating small scale housing 

developments.  There is no reason to divert 

from this approach other than to encourage 

future development to prioritise the needs 

of older residents (other than care homes), 

and affordable accommodation for families 

and young people who wish to remain in the 

area

• Our aims are to require that new houses are 

appropriate to the demonstrable needs of 

Ponteland

• To require that new developments take 

place in appropriate locations, in stages, and 

only when required by a demonstrable 

housing need

• To require that the size of future 

developments, their location and design 

does not harm the existing character of 

Ponteland

Policies and Projects

• We are currently carrying out a survey to determine 

the exact mix of housing which is required including 

affordable and for older people

Preferred Housing Sites

Ponteland

• We believe future development 

should be concentrated around the 

Police Headquarters site which 

already has consent for 263 houses

• Increased development here could fund the 

first stage of a relief road, linking North Road 

and the A696 to divide traffic flows, together 

with a network of footpaths and cycle ways. 

• This area should be properly master planned 

to make efficient use of the land to be 

removed from the Green Belt and include 

some business use to create a sustainable 

community

• A further opportunity exists at 

Meadowfield Industruial Estate.  If an 

alternative location can be found for 

the businesses there, this could put 

high density affordable housing right 

in the village centre where it would 

act as a catalyst for regeneration

• We will include policies to phase developments and 

limit their size, so growth is incremental as has 

happened in the past

• We will encourage high density, innovative designs 

which make efficient use of land and create 

attractive places to live, separated by green space

• We will  encourage  mixed use development at 

Meadowfield Industrial Estate to include housing



Transportation

Aims and Objectives

• The A696 currently divides the 

village.  A bypass has been 

planned for many years and, if it 

were delivered with traffic 

calming measures, could 

significantly reduce through traffic

• Many other towns and villages 

have been able to reduce traffic in 

their historic centres, allowing 

space for casual parking, market 

stalls and people to move about 

safely

• Our aims are to promote the 

reduction of traffic through 

Ponteland village by the provision 

of a future relief road with an 

appropriate reserved route and 

traffic calming and/or traffic 

management measures

• To promote the provision of safer 

cycling in and around Ponteland

Policies and Projects

• Support the provision of a relief road on a 

possible alternative route, further away from 

existing housing and clear of flood zones

• In the short term improve the “Diamond 

junction” and adjacent roundabout to North 

Road which cause significant delays at peak 

Alternative Relief Road Route

cycling in and around Ponteland

• To promote safer travelling to and 

from schools for children and 

their parents

• To promote the provision of 

adequate car parking and access 

to public transport

Road which cause significant delays at peak 

times

• Increase parking and cycle provision in new 

developments

• Support a  20mph speed limit at schools or 

possibly all residential areas

• The Railway footpath to be upgraded to a cycle 

path and link to other initiatives, extend the 

network of cycle paths, improve “Dobbies” 

roundabout for cycle safety 

• Require 10% cycle parking and dedicated 

accesses in new developments

• Introduce other measures to encourage cycling 

(an increase in cycling to a target of 10% of 

journeys would increase driver awareness) and 

encourage joining up with other areas and 

initiatives such as school "cycle trains“

• Improve footpaths in Darras Hall, possibly in 

conjunction with traffic calming at new 

developments (eg chicanes and pedestrian 

refuges)



Drainage and Potential 

Flooding

Aims and Objectives

• Ponteland largely lies on soils with 

low permeability which does not 

hold significant groundwater

• Increasing  areas of impermeable 

surfaces are resulting in increased 

flows.  Surface water run-off is 

entering waste water drains while 

Eland Lane Pumping Station is 

close to capacity.  Capital works 

are still required to improve flood 

defences and there is much 

scepticism about the 

effectiveness of Sustainable 

Drainage System

• Our aims are to require that 

surface waters and waste waters 

from new developments are 

separated

• To require that surface water run-

Policies and Projects

• We will incorporate NPPF 

Guidance to control the water at 

source through sustainable 

drainage and consider 

exceedence i.e. what flow paths 

will be taken by excess surface 

Flood Zone Analysis and Alternative Relief Road Route

• To require that surface water run-

off from hard surfaces on new 

developments is minimised

• To make easily understood 

information about flooding risk 

available to all residents and to 

provide access to informed advice 

and assistance

will be taken by excess surface 

water when the capacity of the 

drainage system is exceeded

• We will require the provision of 

storm water storage areas along 

existing watercourses to be 

incorporated into new 

developments where reasonably 

practicable

• We are looking at the possibility 

of creating a catchment area off 

Rotary Way to control flows into 

the Fairney Burn

• The Town Council are working 

with NCC and the Environment 

Agency to progress a Flood 

Resilience Strategy for the 

Ponteland



Education and Youth 

Facilities

Aims and Objectives

• Our Aim is to encourage the 

utilisation of existing facilities, 

where possible for the young

• We need to understand the needs 

of the young and ensure that their 

views are listened to

• Our Aims are to promote the 

provision of sufficient school 

places for local children of all 

abilities within the existing feeder 

partnership system

• To promote and encourage access 

to, and use of, school facilities by 

the community, of all ages, out of 

hours and during school holidays

• To work with external agencies to 

engage with the youth on future 

projects

Health and Older People

Aims and Objectives

• Our Aims are to recognise and provide, where possible, 

services to match the needs of the elderly.  87% of 

respondents to the initial survey confirmed that they 

Neighbourhood Plan  Proposal for School Campus

projects

Policies and Projects

• Young peoples initiative will be  

channelled through the Ponteland 

Community Partnership

respondents to the initial survey confirmed that they 

would stay in Ponteland as they get older

• To promote the expansion and enhancement of health 

provision to meet the needs of the whole Civil Parish of 

Ponteland

• To promote the concept of a community that values its 

older population

• To promote the expansion of primary care facilities in 

Ponteland with appropriate public transport links and 

parking

• To promote the provision of appropriate accessibility 

for older people to all facilities and public transport 

links

Policies and Projects

• Will require that any new housing development is 

appropriate to the projected age profile for Ponteland 

Many older people may not want or need specialist 

accommodation or care and may wish to stay or move 

to general housing that is already suitable, such as 

bungalows, or homes which can be adapted to meet a 

change in their needs Aerial View of Area for School Campus

The neighbourhood Plan Group 

welcome the opportunity given in the 

Core Strategy Consultation Document 

to be involved in the master planning 

of a new Education and Leisure 

Campus


