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1. Introduction 

The Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan (PNP) seeks to encourage the community to use the 

existing active travel routes for pleasure and a means of travelling from one point to 

another and promote a reduction in car use. 

Ponteland is faced with a variety of difficulties, the A696 a main trunk road divides 

Ponteland into two settlements. (Original village and Darras Hall) Local commuting traffic 

merges with that of traffic passing through heading north to Scotland or south, this is 

particularly congested at the school run times and when the passing through traffic has 

originated from the ferry. The A696 is locally used for the community to access work and for 

pleasure and with a low level of public transport servicing the area car ownership per 

household is well above the average. 

The neighbourhood plan seeks to encourage the use of existing active travel routes and the 

creation of safe new routes that give connectivity to an improved network. 

 

 

 

2. Planning Policy background 

NPPF 75 

“Planning policies should protect and enhance public rights of way and access. Local 

authorities should seek opportunities to provide better facilities for users, for example by 

adding links to existing rights of way networks including National Trails” 

 

3. Active Travel Routes Network 

The routes need to provide a safe, convenient, direct, accessible route for pedestrians, 

cyclists, horse – riders and other non-motorised mode of transport. 

The particular areas identified are: 

 “Old Railway Line” a public bridleway linking from the direction of Dissington and 

Dalton west of Darras Hall at Western Way, through the village of Ponteland across 

Rotary Way and onto Newcastle International Airport. 

 Footpath following the River Pont in Ponteland Park linking Dunsgreen and the High 

School to the northern edge of Darras Hall along Fox Covert Lane. 

 Bridleway north of Eland Hall and the golf course linking Prestwick Carr and 

Dinnington. 

 Public footpath from the south edge of the village along Cheviot View to Prestwick 

village. 
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Throughout our consultations since 2014 residents have shown their concerns for protecting 

the existing valued travel routes whilst looking to the future to incorporate new routes to 

service new housing developments. This view shows a community realising the need of 

taking the pressure off the highways and giving more choices to the mode of transport and 

improving the community’s wellbeing. 

In the most recent Revised Vision, Objectives & Preferred Policy Options Consultation, 

April 2016, the community endorsed the steering group’s objectives below: 

“To make Ponteland and the rest of the Parish a safer place for all users of the transport 

network, especially pedestrians, cyclists and children, by reducing traffic congestion, making 

it easier for people to walk to the schools, shops and public transport whilst ensuring 

adequate car parking is provided to meet the needs of residents, visitors and businesses.” 

97% agreed with the Objectives to make Ponteland and the rest of the Civil Parish a safer 

place for all users of the transport network, especially pedestrians, cyclists and children, by 

seeking to reduce traffic congestion, make it easier for people to walk to school, shops and 

public transport, whilst ensuring adequate car parking is provided to meet the needs of 

residents, visitors and businesses. By preserving old and well used travel routes for the 

community and to encourage day tourism. The example of this can be found on the Town 

Council website Walk 1 – 6 individual walks using the historic routes around Ponteland, all 

start from the village and span out into the countryside. 

At the Stakeholders Event the same objective resulted in: 
 
Businesses              90% agree 10% disagree  
Organisations         75% agree 25% no comment 
Statutory Bodies    Agree to the current network of footpaths, bridleways and cycle ways    

should be preserved and maintained 
 

The Old Railway Line 

Bridleway and a Sustrains Route 10 and 9.7 ha. area a space demonstrably special to the 

local community and holds particular local significance for not only a recreational space but 

as part of a the travel network away from the A696 and in part landscape and wildlife 

corridor linking the settlement to the wider countryside. 

In the Local Green Spaces background paper the survey recorded (Appendix 1) 

Well used by local community. An important element of the overall pattern of pedestrian 

movement within Ponteland and provides links with the wider countryside, it is easily 

accessed and provides an important semi-natural wildlife corridor. 

Footpath following the River Pont: 

A well used footpath not only for recreational use but also a method of travel away from the 

A696 and the noise of the traffic. 
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In the Local Green Spaces background paper the survey recorded (Appendix 1) 

Important resource for both residents and visitors in Ponteland, including river side walks 

Part of the wildlife corridor (River Pont) 

Bridleway from the north of Eland Hall via the Golf Course linking Prestwick Carr, Berwick 

Hill and Dinnington. 

A well used historical route for travellers heading from and to Ponteland, Prestwick, 

Prestwick Carr and Dinnington. Used mainly as a means of a short cut for cyclists from 

Dinnington, exercising for horse-riders, travel for recreational purposes and hikers. 

Public Footpath linking the southeast of the village to Prestwick village. 

Used for recreational purposes and a shortcut from the A696 as a direct route to Prestwick 

village. 
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