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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The Local Green Space (LGS) designation is a way to protect green areas or open spaces 

against development where they are of particular importance to local communities.  Local 
Green Space designations are made for use in Local Plans or Neighbourhood Plans.  These 
plans can identify on a map (‘designate’) green areas for special protection.  Once designated, 
Local Green Spaces receive protection consistent with national Green Belt policy. 
 

1.2 The purpose of this paper is to explain the process which has led to the proposed designation 
of areas of LGS in the Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan.  It sets out the national and local 
background to LGS and explains the methodology used in the assessment. 

 
1.3 All of the sites that have been assessed are included in Appendix 1 – this provides a brief 

explanation of the reasons why a site has, or has not been included in the Pre Submission 
Draft Neighbourhood Plan.  Further details on those that have proposed to be allocated is 
included within Appendix 2. 

 
1.4 As part of the consultation on the Pre Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan we are inviting 

comments on the proposed LGS designations.  The Pre Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan 
is available on our website at www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk.  

 
1.5 Comments can be made in the following ways: 

 By email to:  pnp@ponteland-tc.gov.uk   

 By letter to:  Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
     Ponteland Town Council 
     Unit 1 Meadowfield Court 
     Meadowfield Industrial Estate 
     Ponteland 
     NE20 9SD 
 
1.6 The Town Council must receive comments by 12noon on Friday 16 December 2016. 
 
  

http://www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
mailto:pnp@ponteland-tc.gov.uk
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2. Planning policy background 

National  

2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF – 2012) sets out the Government’s planning 

policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. 

 

2.2 Section 8 of the NPPF highlights the important role the planning system can play in facilitating 

social interaction and creating healthy, inclusive communities.  Paragraphs 76 – 78 refer 

specifically to LGS.  Paragraph 76 states: 

 

‘Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify for 

special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land as Local 

Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development other than in very 

special circumstances. Identifying land as Local Green Space should therefore be consistent 

with the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient 

homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a 

plan is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.’ 

 

2.3 Paragraph 77 explains when the LGS designation should be used: 

 

‘The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open space. 

The designation should only be used: 

 where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

 where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 

particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; 

and 

 where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of 

land.’ 

 

2.4 Paragraph 78 identifies that local policy for managing development within a LGS should be 

consistent with policy for Green Belts. 

 

2.5 The NPPF is supported by guidance set out in the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG).  

With regard to LGS NPPG identifies:  

 Designating LGS needs to be consistent with local planning for sustainable 

development in the area. Plans must identify sufficient land in suitable locations to 

meet identified development needs and the LGS designation should not be used in a 

way that undermines this aim of plan making (Paragraph: 007 Reference ID: 37-007-

20140306); 

 LGS designation will rarely be appropriate where the land has planning permission for 

development.  Exceptions could be where the development would be compatible with 

the reasons for designation or where planning permission is no longer capable of 

being implemented (Paragraph: 008 Reference ID: 37-008-20140306); 



Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan:  Local Green Space Background Paper and Assessment Report 

5 | P a g e
www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk 

 LGS may be designated where those spaces are demonstrably special to the local

community, whether in a village or in a neighbourhood in a town or city (Paragraph:

009 Reference ID: 37-009-20140306);

 If land is already protected by another designation, then consideration should be given

to whether any additional local benefit would be gained by designation as LGS

(Paragraph: 010 Reference ID: 37-010-20140306);

 The LGS will need to meet the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the NPPF (see

paragraph 2.3 above). Whether to designate land is a matter for local discretion. For

example, green areas could include land where sports pavilions, boating lakes or

structures such as war memorials are located, allotments, or urban spaces that

provide a tranquil oasis (Paragraph: 013 Reference ID: 37-013-20140306);

 The proximity of a LGS to the community it serves will depend on local circumstances,

including why the green area is seen as special, but it must be reasonably close. For

example, if public access is a key factor, then the site would normally be within easy

walking distance of the community served (Paragraph: 014 Reference ID: 37-014-

20140306);

 There are no hard and fast rules about how big a LGS can be because places are

different and a degree of judgment will inevitably be needed. However, paragraph 77

of the NPPF is clear that LGS designation should only be used where the green area

concerned is not an extensive tract of land. Consequently, blanket designation of open

countryside adjacent to settlements will not be appropriate. In particular, designation

should not be proposed as a ‘back door’ way to try to achieve what would amount to a

new area of Green Belt by another name (Paragraph: 015 Reference ID: 37-015-

20140306);

 Provided land can meet the criteria at paragraph 77 of the NPPF there is no lower size

limit for a Local Green Space. (Paragraph: 016 Reference ID: 37-016-20140306);

 Land can be designated as LGS even if there is no public access e.g. green areas which

are valued because of their wildlife, historic significance and/or beauty.  Designation

does not in itself confer any rights of public access over what exists at present. Any

additional access would be a matter for separate negotiation with land owners, whose

legal rights must be respected (Paragraph: 017 Reference ID: 37-017-20140306);

 Areas that may be considered for designation as LGS may be crossed by public rights

of way. There is no need to designate linear corridors as LGS simply to protect rights of

way, which are already protected under other legislation (Paragraph: 018 Reference

ID: 37-018-20140306);

 A LGS does not need to be in public ownership. However, the qualifying body should

contact landowners at an early stage about proposals to designate any part of their

land as LGS. Landowners will have opportunities to make representations in respect of

proposals in a draft plan (Paragraph: 019 Reference ID: 37-019-20140306);

 Designating a green area as LGS would give it protection consistent with that in

respect of Green Belt, but otherwise there are no new restrictions or obligations on

landowners (Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-020-20140306);

 Management of land designated as LGS will remain the responsibility of its owner. If

the features that make a green area special and locally significant are to be conserved,
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how it will be managed in the future is likely to be an important consideration. Local 

communities can consider how, with the landowner’s agreement, they might be able 

to get involved, perhaps in partnership with interested organisations that can provide 

advice or resources (Paragraph: 021 Reference ID: 37-021-20140306); and 

 Land designated as LGS may potentially also be nominated for listing by the local 

authority as an Asset of Community Value. Listing gives community interest groups an 

opportunity to bid if the owner wants to dispose of the land. (Paragraph: 022 

Reference ID: 37-022-20140306). 

Local 

 

2.6 The Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 

Development Plan.  Within the Ponteland Neighbourhood Area this currently consists of the 

saved1 policies of the Castle Morpeth Local Plan (2003).  Statutory provision for the 

designation of LGS postdates the strategic policies contained in the adopted Development 

Plan.   

 

2.7 Northumberland County Council are currently preparing a Countywide Local Plan that will 

replace the Development Plans of the former Districts that made up Northumberland prior to 

Local Government Reorganisation in 2009.  The first Local Plan document that is being 

prepared is a Core Strategy.  The latest version of the Northumberland Core Strategy (Pre 

Submission Draft – Proposed Modifications June 2016) identifies strategic green infrastructure 

that sets the strategic framework for developing local green infrastructure, including LGS 

(paragraph 10.26 and figure 10.1).  Policy 51 seeks to recognise, promote and enhance the 

contribution of local green infrastructure to the health and well-being of local communities 

and visitors.   

 

  

                                                           
1 Those policies which were saved by the Secretary of State in 2007 
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/BBA0F5FC-5185-4077-93BF-
046DD64DCB63_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1  

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/BBA0F5FC-5185-4077-93BF-046DD64DCB63_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/BBA0F5FC-5185-4077-93BF-046DD64DCB63_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1
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3. Local Green Space designation process 
 

3.1 This section explains the methodology followed by the Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan Natural 

Environment Sub Group to determine the areas of land proposed to be designated as LGS in 

the Pre Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 

Step 1:  Identification of green spaces 

3.2 The first step was to identify a list of green areas and open spaces to assess as potential LGS.  

A variety of sources of information were used to inform this process: 

 Sites allocated in the Castle Morpeth Local Plan; 

 Northumberland Open Space, Port and Recreation Provision Assessment (2011)2; 

 Northumberland Green Infrastructure Strategy (2011)3; 

 Feedback from early engagement on the Neighbourhood Plan; 

 Extensive local knowledge of members of the Natural Environment Sup Group and the 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group; and 

 Review of current information, such as local studies, character appraisal and the 

Historic Environment Record. 

 

3.3 Potential areas of LGS were displayed at a Stakeholder Event in October 2015 and in addition, 

the consultation questionnaire that was circulated as part of the revised vision, objectives 

and policy options consultation in April 2016 asked for feedback on whether LGS should be 

designated through the Plan.  

 

                                                           
2 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/7E772663-D8DA-4226-BF5A-
4268326C1C37_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1  
3 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/8E375187-F374-4780-934F-
98DF24092D9A_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1  

Current stage 

Step 1:  Identification of green spaces

Step 2:  Assessment of green spaces

Step 3:  Feedback - Pre Submission Neighbourhood Plan

Step 4:   Submission Neighbourhood Plan

Step 5:  Examination/ Referendum/ Adoption

Figure 1:  LGS identification process 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/7E772663-D8DA-4226-BF5A-4268326C1C37_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/7E772663-D8DA-4226-BF5A-4268326C1C37_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/8E375187-F374-4780-934F-98DF24092D9A_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/WAMDocuments/8E375187-F374-4780-934F-98DF24092D9A_1_0.pdf?nccredirect=1
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Step 2:  Assessment of green spaces 

3.4 Once the list of green spaces had been collected from the sources listed in step 1, the Natural 

Environment Sub Group assessed their suitability for designation as LGS against the criteria in 

the NPPF and NPPG as outlined in section 2 of this report. 

 

3.5 In order to be identified as LGS all of the following criteria, identified in figure 2 below were 

required to be met: 

Criteria Explanation 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for 
development. 

LGS designation will rarely be appropriate where the land 
has planning permission for development. Exceptions 
could be where the designation would be compatible 
with the planning permission or where planning 
permission is no longer capable of being implemented. 
(NPPG Paragraph: 008 Reference ID: 37-008-20140306) 
Q:  Does the space have planning permission? 

Land is not allocated or 
proposed for development in 
the Local or Neighbourhood 
Plan. Unless it can be shown 
that the Local Green Space 
could be incorporated within 
the site as part of the allocated 
development. 

LGS should be consistent with the local planning of 
sustainable development and complement investment in 
sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services (NPPF 
Paragraph 76) 
Designating any LGS will need to be consistent with local 
planning for sustainable development in the area. In 
particular, plans must identify sufficient land in suitable 
locations to meet identified development needs and the 
LGS designation should not be used in a way that 
undermines this aim of plan making (NPPG Paragraph: 
007 Reference ID: 37-007-20140306) 
The space should be capable of enduring beyond the plan 
Period (NPPF Paragraph 76) 
Q:  Is the space allocated or proposed to be allocated in 
a Development Plan? 

The space is not an extensive 
tract of land and is local in 
character 

LGS designation should only be used where the green 
area is not an extensive tract of land. Blanket designation 
of open countryside adjacent to settlements will not be 
appropriate. (NPPG Paragraph: 015 Reference ID: 37-015-
20140306) 
Q:  How close is the space to the community it serves? 
Q:  Where are the nearest centres of population? 

The space is demonstrably 
special to the local community 
and holds particular local 
significance. 

LGS may be designated where those spaces are 
demonstrably special to the local community, whether in 
a village or a neighbourhood in a town. (NPPG Paragraph: 
009 Reference ID: 37-009-20140306) 
The space must be demonstrably special by meeting at 
least one of criterion in the following table. 
Q: Is the proposal to designate supported by any of the 
following: A friends group, local community groups, a 
parish plan, the Town Council, Ward member(s)? 

Figure 2:  LGS criteria required to be met by all potential sites 
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3.6 The criteria in Figure 3 below then seeks to draw out what it is about the space that makes it 

‘demonstrably special to the local community’.  A LGS should meet at least one of the criteria 

in the table below, although some spaces met more than one of the criteria: 

Criteria Explanation 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its beauty 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its beauty? 
Does the space contribute to the visual attractiveness of 
the townscape or character / setting of the settlement? 
Is the space covered by other landscape or townscape 
designations? (e.g. Conservation Area) 

The proposed space is of 
particular local historic 
significance 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its historic significance? 
Does the proposed space or elements of the space have 
local historical significance? (e.g. Conservation Area) 
Are there any historic buildings or structures in the 
space? (e.g. Listed Building or Scheduled Monument) 
Are there any important historic landscape features on 
the space? (e.g. veteran trees or old hedgerows) 
Does the space have a historic literature or art 
connection? 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its recreational value 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its recreational value? 
There is no need to designate linear corridors as Local 
Green Space simply to protect rights of way, which are 
already protected under other legislation. (NPPG 
Paragraph: 018 Reference ID: 37-018-20140306) 
 
What variety of recreational activities does the space 
support? (e.g. the space is used for playing sport and for 
informal recreation) 
Is the space already identified in the Northumberland 
Open Space study? 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its tranquillity 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its tranquillity? 
Why is the space considered to be tranquil? 
Is the space used for quiet reflection? 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its richness of 
wildlife 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its richness of wildlife? 
Is the proposed space formally designated for its wildlife 
value? (e.g. is it a SSSI, SNCI or Local Nature Reserve). 
Are any important habitats or species found in the space? 
Does the proposed space support species of fauna or 
flora? (e.g. protected under the Wildlife & Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended), Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act 2000 or Habitat Regulations 2010, Section 41 of the 
Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006) 
Does the proposed space support species of birds listed 
on the Red, Amber or Green Lists of Species of 
Conservation Concern or notable assemblage of 
invertebrates? 
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Criteria Explanation 

Does the proposed space support irreplaceable habitats 
such as ancient semi-natural woodland and veteran 
trees? 
Does the proposed space function as part of a wildlife 
corridor or green infrastructure enabling the dispersal of 
species of flora and fauna? 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of another reason not 
covered by criteria above 

Are there any other reasons why the proposed space has 
a particular local significance for the local community? 

Figure 3:  Criteria that identify why the space is demonstrably special to the local community 

3.7 The assessment then concluded whether all of the nationally required criteria have been met 

and listed the relevant local criteria and whether the space was considered to be suitable as 

LGS.  In addition, contact was made with the owners of the sites.  

Step 3:  Feedback - Pre Submission Neighbourhood Plan – CURRENT STAGE 
 

3.8 This is the current stage of the LGS designation process.  Policy PNP 15 of the Pre Submission 

Draft Neighbourhood Plan proposes to designate 5 sites (see Appendix 1 and 2).  Through the 

consultation on the plan we are seeking feedback on the proposed designation of LGS – see 

Section 1 which explains how to comment on the Pre Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan.  

Step 4:  Submission Neighbourhood Plan 

 

3.9 Any responses received to the consultation on the Pre Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan 

should be considered and the policy wording and associated maps amended (where 

appropriate) before being submitted to Northumberland County Council for a further six-week 

public consultation.   

Step 5:  Examination/ referendum/ adoption 

 

3.10 Following the submission of the Neighbourhood Plan, it will then be examined by an 

Independent Examiner.  The Examiner will review the evidence base for the plan – including 

whether there is evidence to justify the allocation of LGS.  Once the plan passes Examination it 

will then go to referendum and will be formally ‘made’ by Northumberland County Council. 
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4. Conclusion and Next Steps 
 
4.1  This background paper has explained the process which has led to the proposed designation of 

areas of LGS in the Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan.  It has summarised the national and local 
background to LGS and explained the methodology used in the assessment. 

 
4.2 All of the sites that have been assessed are included in Appendix 1 – this provides a brief 

explanation of the reasons why a site has, or has not been included in the Pre Submission 
Draft Neighbourhood Plan.  Further details on those that have proposed to be allocated is 
included within Appendix 2.  Appendix 3 provides initial feedback from the local community on 
the proposed LGS designations 

 
4.3 As part of the consultation on the Pre Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan we are inviting 

comments on the LGS designations proposed.  The Pre Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan 
is available on our website at www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk. 

 
4.4 Responses received to the consultation on the Pre Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan will 

be considered and the policy wording and associated maps amended (where appropriate) 
before being submitted to Northumberland County Council for a further six-week public 
consultation.   

 
4.5 Following the end of the consultation period we will review the responses received and 

identify if any changes need to be made to the Plan and its evidence base.  
 
4.6 The current timetable for the next stages of the Plan making process are:  

 Submission of the Plan to Northumberland County Council for Examination – March 
2017;  

 Consultation on the Submission Plan – Spring 2017;  

 Examination of the Plan by an Independent Examiner – Spring/ Summer 2017;  

 Referendum – Autumn 2017;  

 Neighbourhood Plan ‘made’ by Northumberland County Council – Autumn 2017.  

http://www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
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Appendix 1: Local Green Space Assessment 
Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 
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A Ponteland Park          

Important resource for residents and 
visitors in Ponteland, providing 8.5 ha of 
mixed use space, including areas of 
woodland, open grassland and riverside 
paths. Parts of the park near to the 
centre of Ponteland have formal areas 
but the wider park has areas which are 
managed for wildlife, and are therefore 
less formal. The Friends of Ponteland 
Park are an active group of volunteers 
who raise money for provision of 
benches, wildlife areas and generally 
support the Park. 

B Coates Green          

This is an important informal landscaped 
space in the heart of Ponteland.  It 
adjoins the River Pont north of Main 
Street and provides a setting for both the 
Parish Church and the Diamond Inn.  It 
was formerly the site of the ‘new’ Coates 
School which came into use in 1875.  It is 
now a mini ‘village green’.  An important 
element at the centre of Ponteland that 
helps to sustain a ‘village’ feel. 
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Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 

B
e
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H
is

to
ri

c 

si
gn

if
ic

an
ce

 

R
e

cr
e

at
io

n
  

Tr
an

q
u

ill
it

y 

R
ic

h
n

e
ss

 o
f 

w
ild

lif
e

 

C 
The Green, 
Northumbria 
Police HQ 

       X  

In the heart of the Northumbria Police 
HQ site is an important green space for 
existing and future residents. It has 
historic significance and provides an 
important setting to the listed buildings 
grouped around the space. 

D 
Coates Institute 
Garden 

      X X  

A resting place tucked between two 
buildings in the centre of the village. A 
small and intimate area with some seats 
where people may sit amongst a few 
small flowerbeds watch the world go by. 

E 

Old Railway 
Line from 
Darras Hall 
through 
Ponteland to 
the Airport. 

         

Well used by the local community.  An 
important element of the overall pattern 
of pedestrian movement within 
Ponteland and provides links with the 
wider countryside.  It is easily accessed 
and provides an important semi-natural 
wildlife corridor.   

F 
Ponteland 
Allotments 

   X X   X X 

24 allotments all in full use with a waiting 
list.  Both areas are tucked away from the 
road which divides them.  It is unlikely 
that additional benefit would be gained 
by designating it as LGS. 
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Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 

B
e
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ty
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G 
Ladywell Road - 
Green       

   X X  X X X 

Important amenity space for those living 
in close proximity, part of the setting and 
layout of the housing development 
providing a valuable recreational space. It 
is unlikely that additional benefit would 
be gained by designating it as LGS. 

H 
Thornhill Road - 
Green 

   X X  X X X 

Important amenity space for those living 
in close proximity, part of the setting and 
layout of the housing development 
providing a valuable recreational space. It 
is unlikely that additional benefit would 
be gained by designating it as LGS. 

I 
Jackson Ave - 
Green 

   X X  X X X 

Important amenity space for those living 
in close proximity, part of the setting and 
layout of the housing development 
providing a valuable recreational space. It 
is unlikely that additional benefit would 
be gained by designating it as LGS. 

J 
Twizell Place - 
Green 

   X X  X X X 

Important amenity space for those living 
in close proximity, part of the setting and 
layout of the housing development 
providing a valuable recreational space. It 
is unlikely that additional benefit would 
be gained by designating it as LGS 
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Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 
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K 
Glebe Close - 
Green 

   X X  X X X 

Important amenity space for those living 
in close proximity, part of the setting and 
layout of the housing development 
providing a valuable recreational space. It 
is unlikely that additional benefit would 
be gained by designating it as LGS 

L 
Callerton Play 
area/Skate Park           

   X X  X X X 

Very popular within the community used 
by toddlers through to teenagers – 
however, it is unlikely that additional 
benefit would be gained by designating it 
as LGS. 

M 
Darras Hall SSSI 
Grassland 

   X X    X 
Already designated as SSSI therefore 
additional benefit would not be gained 
by designating as LGS 

N 

Paying fields 
and 
recreational 
space 

   X X  X X X 

Identified in the Northumberland Playing 
Pitch Strategy. The playing pitches at the 
schools and leisure centre in Ponteland 
are not openly accessible to the 
community, and have therefore not been 
proposed to be designated as LGS. 

O 
Ponteland 
Cemetery 

   X X X X X X 
It is unlikely that additional benefit would 
be gained by designating it as LGS. 

P Countryside   X       X 
As it is an extensive tract of land the 
space fails the national test. 
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Appendix 2 Detailed Assessment of proposed LGS 
 

Site Ref A 

Site Name Ponteland Park                                             

 

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 

 
 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
 

The space is not an extensive tract of 
land and is local in character  

 
8.5ha 

The space is within close proximity of 
the community it serves 

 

Ponteland Park is located in the village centre and 
serves the whole village, the wider Plan area and 
visitors from outside the area.  As a result of its 
location it is an important part of the local area, 
connecting physically, visually and socially.  There 
are no barriers to access of the site 

The space is demonstrably special to 
the local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

 
Ponteland Park has an active group of volunteers, 
the Friends of Ponteland Park, formed in 2005 to 
assist with improvement of this popular space.  
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Since that time the Friends have raised funding for 
benches throughout the park, signage, the creation 
of a wildflower meadow and the building of a 
boardwalk and dipping platform at the oxbow lake. 
Residents of all ages have joined in events 
organized by the Friends including meadow 
planting and the making of a new area of 
woodland, the Young People’s Wood. Daffodil, 
snowdrop and crocus bulbs have been planted to 
enhance the park in spring and many bird and bat 
boxes have been provided to encourage wildlife.  
The Friends of Ponteland Park now have 240 
members. 
www.thefriendsofpontelandpark.org.uk    

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its beauty 



Major importance to the community and visitors of 
all ages, an area of 18 acres of mixed use space 
including a natural park feel, areas of woodland, 
open grassland, wildflower meadow and riverside 
paths. Friends of the Park winners of an 
outstanding “It’s your neighbourhood” Award. It 
provides many benefits to the local community and 
contributes greatly to the character and ambience 
of the area. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local historic significance 



Development of the Park began in 1958 when 
Ponteland Parish Council decided to use land by the 
river as a public space in preference to formal 
playing fields. Land owned by the Darras Hall 
Trustees was gifted to the parish and further acres 
were purchased, belonging to a café and 
smallholding adjoining the West Road. Further 
pieces of land were added over the years, the final 
section between the river and Fox Covert Lane 
being added in 1994 and created as a nature 
reserve by the Environment Agency. The Park is 
now owned and managed by Ponteland Town 
Council. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
recreational value 



The park is used by the community for many 
recreational activities. Residents use it for walking, 
running and exercising dogs. Children have room to 
run around and play games and the park is a useful 
resource for the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers, who 
have their Headquarters there. 
Many local people, including members of the 
Friends of Ponteland Park, take part in community 
projects to improve the environment and facilities 
of the park. There have been community sessions 
planting trees, wildflowers and bulbs. A dipping 
platform constructed with funding raised by the 
Friends is popular with families keen to investigate 
pondlife. A local resident commissioned a carving 

http://www.thefriendsofpontelandpark.org.uk/
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of an otter, overlooking the river. 
It is a location for community events such as ‘Party 
in the Park and ‘Music in the Park, as well as charity 
events such as the Ponteland Duck Race. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
tranquillity 

 

The park is a tranquil location close to the centre of 
the village.  There are riverside walks, seating 
areas, boardwalk and a dipping platform at oxbow 
lake. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
richness of wildlife 

 

The park forms an important wildlife corridor.  The 
park lies on both sides of the river Pont as it runs 
through the west end of the village, and comprises 
a mixture of habitats including riverbank, grassland, 
a recently established wild flower meadow, and 
woodland with both mature and recently planted 
trees. Woodland is more extensive within the 
western part of the park, where it is continuity with 
the open countryside to the west of Fox Covert 
Lane, and as a result provides a haven for wildlife 
despite its proximity to the village. A wide variety 
of mammals (including fox, otter and several 
species of bat), insects, wildflowers and birds are 
found in the park. Over 50 species of birds have 
been observed over the past five years, and the 
wildflower meadow has added significantly to floral 
and insect diversity. The river within the park is 
part of an important wildlife corridor crossing the 
village, and birds such as kingfishers, dippers and 
grey wagtails are seen regularly.  Friends of 
Ponteland Park were highly commended on their 
wildflower meadow ‘fabulous interpretation on the 
display board of the wildflower meadow’. 

Conclusion 

Ponteland Park is an important resource for residents of the Plan area and visitors to Ponteland.  The 
Park provides 8.5ha acres of mixed use space, including areas of woodland, open grassland and riverside 
paths. Parts of the park near to the centre of Ponteland have formal areas but the wider park has areas 
which are managed for wildlife, and are therefore less formal. The Friends of Ponteland Park are an 
active group of volunteers who raise money for provision of benches, wildlife areas and generally 
support the Park.  
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Site Ref B 

Site Name Coates Green 

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 



Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 



The space is not an extensive 
tract of land and is local in 
character  



0.2ha 

The space is within close 
proximity of the community it 
serves 



Located in the village centre. 

The space is demonstrably 
special to the local community 
and holds particular local 
significance. 



Forming a significant focal point to the village, the space 
is regularly used as a gathering area for events including 
those involving local churches, firework displays and the 
lighting of the beacon. 

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its beauty 

A central picturesque historic open space in the middle 
of the village positioned at the side of the River Pont in 
the setting of St Mary’s Church an important amenity 
space identified in the Community Character Appraisal. 
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The proposed space is of 
particular local historic 
significance 

 

Important to the setting of the Grade 1 Listed St Mary’s 
Church and opposite the Toll House and bridge.  It forms 
a significant focal point to the village.  The site of Coates 
Green was partially occupied by the Tithe Barn & 
Cottages until the "new" Coates School was built in the 
late 1800's and covered the full area to the river.  The 
school was finally demolished in 1968 and the present 
green established.  A millennium sculpture was erected 
in 2003 which depicts an ordinary teacher with village 
children – a reference to the former Coates School that 
used to be on the site. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its recreational value  

Restful area with seating used as a gathering area for 
events involving local churches, firework displays, 
lighting of beacon etc.  Well used by wedding parties for 
photos and a community resting place for the older 
residents. Restful area with seating provided 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its tranquillity 

 
A surprisingly peaceful location considering it is located 
between the bridge over the Pont river and the 
roundabout. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its richness of wildlife 

X 
Limited wildlife. 

Conclusion 

This is an important informal landscaped space in the heart of Ponteland.  It adjoins the River Pont north 
of Main Street and provides a setting for both the Parish Church and the Diamond Inn.  This area of land 
was formerly the site of the ‘new’ Coates School which came into use in 1875.  It is now a mini ‘village 
green’.  An important element at the centre of Ponteland that helps to sustain a ‘village’ feel.  
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Site Ref C 

Site Name The Green, Northumbria Police HQ 

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 



Whilst the site forms part of a wider development site 
with outline planning permission, no development is 
proposed on The Green – development is proposed to 
be positioned around it. 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 



Whilst it is identified within the Castle Morpeth Local 
Plan as a major developed site in the Green Belt- 
development criteria include: new buildings not 
occupying a larger area of land than existing buildings 
and the retention of buildings of special architectural 
interest.  

The space is not an extensive 
tract of land and is local in 
character  



0.18ha 

The space is within close 
proximity of the community it 
serves 



Outer area of the village – will be more accessible as a 
result of development proposals at the Police HQ. 

The space is demonstrably 
special to the local community 
and holds particular local 
significance. 



An important green space with historic significance for 
existing and future residents.  Not currently accessible. 

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its beauty 



An important green space with historic significance for 
existing and future residents.  Not currently accessible. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local historic 
significance 

Part of the Cottage Homes which were residential 
Children’s Homes in the 20th century. It became a 
College of Education and is now the police 
Headquarters.  Forms part of the setting of a number of 
Listed Buildings. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its recreational value 



No general access yet for the public, however as part of 
development proposals it will be a local community 
space for informal activities.   
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The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its tranquillity 

 
Quiet location. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its richness of wildlife 

X 
Limited wildlife.  

Conclusion 

In the heart of the Northumbria Police HQ site is an important green space for existing and future 
residents. It has historic significance and provides an important setting to the listed buildings grouped 
around the space.   
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Site Ref D 

Site Name Coates Institute Garden 

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 



Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 



The space is not an extensive 
tract of land and is local in 
character  



0.04ha 

The space is within close 
proximity of the community it 
serves 



Village centre 

The space is demonstrably 
special to the local community 
and holds particular local 
significance. 



A small garden on the main road which enhances the 
appearance of the centre of Ponteland. Provides places 
to sit.   

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its beauty 



A small and intimate area with some seats where people 
may sit amongst a few small flowerbeds watch the world 
go by. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local historic 
significance 



An historic setting garden area. Up until 1872 Coates 
school was sited here, what is grassed area now, with 
175 pupils of 3 or 4, with 175 pupils of 3 or 4 classes in 
one room. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its recreational value 



A resting place tucked between two buildings in the 
centre of the village 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its tranquillity 

X 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its richness of wildlife 

X 
Limited wildlife. 

Conclusion 

A resting place tucked between two buildings in the centre of the village. A small and intimate area with 
some seats where people may sit amongst a few small flowerbeds watch the world go by. 
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Site Ref E 

Site Name Old Railway Line from Darras Hall through 
Ponteland to the Airport 

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a 
planning permission for 
development. 



Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 



The space is not an extensive 
tract of land and is local in 
character  



9.7ha 

The space is within close 
proximity of the community it 
serves 



Centre 

The space is demonstrably 
special to the local community 
and holds particular local 
significance. 



It is particularly valued by the community in Darras Hall, 
the village centre and Cheviot View as a recreational 
space for exercise, dog walking and cycling away from 
the busy A696. This route plays a major contribution in 
providing recreational space for Ponteland and is well 
used and enjoyed by the local community.  

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its beauty 



The Ponteland Landscape Character Appraisal identifies 
that it is an important recreational route and in part 
landscape and wildlife corridor linking the settlement to 
the wider countryside, of benefit to people and wildlife. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local historic 


This is one of the existing features of the old railway line 
constructed at the turn of the 1900’s originally taking 
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significance Ponteland residents to seven stations including 
Newcastle. The reason for its construction was to 
transport those who lived in Ponteland and Darras Hall 
to their work in Newcastle. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its recreational value 

 

A benefit to residents’ health and wellbeing and 
encourages residents to access the open countryside 
within minutes from their home.  Well used for walking 
– forms part of a number of locally publicised walks 
http://www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk/ponteland-walks-
footpaths/  

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its tranquillity 

 
Although in reality this route is close to the settlement 
and highways, the route taken by the bridle path is 
exceptionally quiet and peaceful. 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its richness of wildlife 

 

The route taken through Darras Hall backs onto, at both 
sides, extensive well established gardens with trees and 
scrubs. On this section of the bridle path there is dense 
vegetation growth ideal habitat as a corridor for wildlife 
to flourish.  The route from the village out towards the 
Airport has more variety of habitat and in its 
surroundings that back onto fields.  Both these sections 
of the bridle path provide the habitat required to sustain 
and encourage a mixed wildlife population, many 
species of birds, bats, red squirrels, hedgehogs small 
mammals and invertebrates.  The Ponteland Landscape 
Character Appraisal identifies that it is an important 
recreational route and in part landscape and wildlife 
corridor linking the settlement to the wider countryside, 
of benefit to people and wildlife. 

Conclusion 

Well used by the local community.  An important element of the overall pattern of pedestrian 
movement within Ponteland and provides links with the wider countryside.  It is easily accessed and 
provides an important semi-natural wildlife corridor.   

 

http://www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk/ponteland-walks-footpaths/
http://www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk/ponteland-walks-footpaths/
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Appendix 3 Feedback on proposed LGS designation 
 

Respondent  Comments 

Ponteland Park 

President Pont Lions Club 
16 Members 

Local significance Very significant.  Principal open area in Ponteland.  Very well used by large number of people of all 
ages. 

Historic significance  Acquired by the former Parish Councils in small parcels over several years.  The land was former rough 
grazing and woodland. It was potential sewage works and had a railway line through it. 

Recreational value Used by walkers, exercising dogs, family picnics, community events eg music in the park, party in the 
park.  Used by all age groups of the community to socialise.  Ponteland Scouts have their HQ there. 

Tranquillity Can be busy at times but normally a peaceful quiet place in the middle of our community. 

Richness of wildlife  Rich in wildlife due to the river, woodland, old grassland, wildflower meadow and the continuous 
efforts of the Friends of Ponteland Park.  It is managed to encourage wildlife. 

Other Owned by Ponteland Town Council.  Access from several directions and includes a bridleway used by 
the children going to school 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance Major importance to the community and visitors an area of 18 acres of mixed use space including a 
natural park feel, areas of woodland, open grassland, wildflower meadow and riverside paths. Friends 
of the Park winners of an outstanding “It’s your neighbourhood” Award. 

Historic significance  Land by the river designated as public space since 1958, further acres added by donation and 
purchase over the years. Last section near Fox Covert lane added in 1994. 

Recreational value Dog walkers, walkers including school children from the village to both the Middle School and High 
School on Callerton Lane. Keep fit enthusiasts, informal recreation and location for community events 
“Party in Park”, “Music in Park’ and charity events ‘Duck Race’ 
The Friends of Ponteland Park are an active group of volunteers who organise additional events, raise 
money for seats, wildlife projects and help to maintain the park. 

Tranquillity Quiet location close to the centre of the village, riverside walks, seating areas, boardwalk and dipping 
platform at oxbow lake. 

Richness of wildlife  Important wildlife corridor 
River – healthy population of fish and invertebrates, otters, dippers and kingfishers 
Oxbow lake – pond life 
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Respondent  Comments 

Woodland – many nesting birds, population of red squirrels 
Wildflower meadow – bees, butterflies and other invertebrates, rodents, amphibians, birds and bats 

Other  

Survey – 47 people on 
02/09/16 (9am to 12pm) 

Local significance It’s our park 
Peaceful location with something for everyone.  
Good exercise area for the dog and the walker  
Safe location.  
Pleasant environment 
Always something new to see 
Good place to meet your friends 
I eat my sandwiches here in the summer 
Use it as a short cut from the village to Callerton Lane 
Always looks well looked after 
Well valued park, something to be proud of 
Used regularly, every day to walk the dog-dog would miss it if it was not here 
Residents take it for granted, perhaps do not value it as much as they should 
Local Asset 
Ramblers Group (12) from Gateshead visiting the area, spent all morning exploring the park and 
riverside-quote the local people are very lucky to have such an asset on their doorstop there is just so 
much to appreciate, I am sure there is something new every day. 

Historic significance  I think it used to belong to Darras Hall Estate some time ago - not sure who told me that. 

Recreational value Play area, Dog walking, Jogging, walking, relaxing 
One place fits all 
I haven’t got a garden and live in an apartment on the main street; this gives me fresh air and exercise 

Tranquillity Peace haven 
It gets you away from the hectic pressures of life 
I can gather my thoughts here with a coffee from Waitrose 

Richness of wildlife  Plenty of bird life in a natural environment 

Other  

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 

Local significance Major importance to the community and visitors an area of 18 acres of mixed use space including a 
natural park feel, areas of woodland, open grassland, wildflower meadow and riverside paths. Friends 
of the Park winners of an outstanding “It’s your neighbourhood” Award 
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Respondent  Comments 

 Historic significance  Land by the river designated as public space since 1958, further acres added by donation and 
purchase over the years. Last section purchased near Fox Covert lane. 

Recreational value Well used by dog walkers, walkers including school children from the village to both the Middle School 
and High School on Callerton Lane. Keep fit enthusiasts, informal recreation and central location for 
community events “Party in Park”, “Music in Park’ and charity events ‘Duck Race’ 
The Friends of Ponteland Park are an active group of volunteers who organise additional events, raise 
money for seats, wildlife projects and help to maintain the park. 

Tranquillity A quiet location close to the centre of the village, riverside walks, seating areas, boardwalk and 
dipping platform at oxbow lake 

Richness of wildlife  Important wildlife corridor 
River – healthy population of fish and invertebrates, otters, dippers and kingfishers 
Oxbow lake – pond life 
Woodland – many nesting birds, population of red squirrels 
Wildflower meadow – bees, butterflies and other invertebrates, rodents, amphibians, birds and bats 

Other  

Ponteland Wildlife Group  
20 members 

Local significance  

Historic significance   

Recreational value  

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife  The park lies on both sides of the river Pont as it runs through the west end of the village, and 
comprises a mixture of habitats including riverbank, grassland, a recently established wild flower 
meadow, and woodland with both mature and recently planted trees. Woodland is more extensive 
within the western part of the park, where it is continuity with the open countryside to the west of 
Fox Covert Lane, and as a result provides a haven for wildlife despite its proximity to the village. A 
wide variety of mammals (including fox, otter and several species of bat), insects, wildflowers and 
birds are found in the park. Over 50 species of birds have been observed over the past five years, and 
the wildflower meadow has added significantly to floral and insect diversity. The river within the park 
is part of an important wildlife corridor crossing the village, and birds such as kingfishers, dippers and 
grey wagtails are seen regularly. 

Other  

The Friends of Ponteland 
Park 

Local significance This is a most important and well-used green space in the centre of Ponteland. It provides many 
benefits to residents and contributes greatly to the character and ambience of the area. 
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Respondent  Comments 

230 members Historic significance  Land by the river Pont was designated as a public space by Ponteland Town Council in 1958. Further 
pieces of land were added over the years, resulting in an 18 acre park running along both banks of the 
river. It is made up of varied habitats, both natural and more formal. 

Recreational value The park is used by the community for many recreational activities. Residents use it for walking, 
running and exercising dogs. Children have room to run around and play games and the park is a 
useful resource for the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers, who have their Headquarters there. 
Many local people, including members of the Friends of Ponteland Park, take part in community 
projects to improve the environment and facilities of the park. There have been community sessions 
planting trees, wildflowers and bulbs. A dipping platform constructed with funding raised by the 
Friends is popular with families keen to investigate pondlife. A local resident commissioned a carving 
of an otter, overlooking the river. 

Tranquillity The park is a green and tranquil place, especially in it’s wilder areas. The Friends of Ponteland Park 
have assisted with the provision of seats to enable park users to rest and enjoy the view. 

Richness of wildlife  Ponteland Park is very important to wildlife and the river and the land around it contains some 
valuable habitats. It supports an amazingly wide range of species, such as otter, red squirrel, kingfisher 
and dipper, considering its proximity to Newcastle. The wildflower meadow, created with Lottery 
funding by the Friends, has enhanced the habitat for invertebrates, amphibians, rodents, bats and 
owls. The river and its banks provide a wildlife corridor allowing wildlife to move through the 
surrounding countryside. 

Other Ponteland Park is also valued as an attractive venue for local events, such as Party in the Park, Music 
in the Park and the Duck Race. 

Ponteland Civic Society 
230 members 

Local significance Of high local significance, the Park covers 18 acres and is maintained as an important amenity by the 
Town Council, with voluntary assistance from the many "Friends of Ponteland Park". It is highly valued 
locally as an informal walking area, a space for quiet contemplation and occasional public events 

Historic significance  Acquired in stages by previous Administrations to provide the village of Ponteland with a convenient 
and pleasant area close to the centre. Here, residents could walk and relax, and regular civic or other 
events could be held 

Recreational value It is widely used by individuals and is the venue for events run by the Town Council and Church 
Groups. Predominantly used for informal purposes and community events including the annual ‘Party 
in the Park’ and the ‘Music in the Park’ concert. A local Scout troop have their headquarters there.  Its 
importance to the residents cannot be over-estimated 

Tranquillity The River Pont meanders through the Park, which is divided naturally into zones, such as grassland, 
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Respondent Comments 

woodland and shrub beds with both surfaced and natural pathways. Apart from the intrusion of an 
aggressively high block of flats, it is possible, when within the Park, to feel well away from urban 
development, the ground form together with well established landscaping protects the Park area from 
external traffic noise 

Richness of wildlife A wide range of birds, bats and other small mammalian life, including otter 

Other The Friends of Ponteland Park perform a valuable voluntary service in planting trees, shrubs and 
bulbs, etc., and maintaining a wild flower meadow 

Coates Green 

President Pont Lions Club 
16 Members 

Local significance Major significance due to its central position in Ponteland and the setting of Grade 1 Listed building of 
local significance. It contains a footpath which shortens the journey to the shopping centre.  It 
provides a green contrast to the buildings and the A696 road. 

Historic significance Is the second site of the Richard Coates school which became the village school. The school was 
demolished in the 1960s and the Parish Council acquired the land which they made into the green. 

Recreational value Footpaths cross it. There are several seats which are well used.  It is used by wedding and funeral 
groups. There are public events held on the Green. 

Tranquillity It is surprisingly peaceful place because of the established trees and the proximity of the river. 

Richness of wildlife It is part of the routes that can be taken by wildlife as it abuts the graveyard and the river.  It contains 
some fine specimen trees. 

Other Owned and maintained by Ponteland Town Council. 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance A central picturesque historic open space in the middle of the village positioned at the side of the 
River Pont in the setting of St Mary’s Church an important amenity space identified in the Community 
Character Appraisal. 

Historic significance 

Recreational value Restful area with seating used as a gathering area for events involving local churches, firework 
displays, lighting of beacon etc. 

Tranquillity A peaceful location considering it is located between the bridge over the Pont river and the 
roundabout 

Richness of wildlife Birds including ducks etc on the river bank, some small animals including those who habitat is the river 
bank. 

Other 

Survey – 50 adults and 23 
children; on 4 September 

Local significance This is at the heart of the village recognisable from the post cards of Ponteland and ideal spot for 
wedding photos. Located in front of St Mary’s church at the riverside and the bridge over the river 
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2016 Pont, hosts many community activities throughout the year including, Duck Race, lighting of Beacons 
and community standing area for the Nov 5th  Town Council firework display, wheel barrow race and 
New Year celebrations. On a daily basis many elderly people find it is the ideal place to sit and watch 
Ponteland’s daily routine. 

Historic significance Of great historic importance 

Recreational value Area for more passive recreation than active 

Tranquillity It is as quiet and peaceful as it can be considering the A696 is in front of this area and a link road 
connecting the A1 is only a few miles away. 

Richness of wildlife Birdlife and ducks from the river. Could be bats located in this area due to the age of St Mary’s church 
and the close proximity of the Diamond Inn, which is also an old building 

Other 

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members  

Local significance This is an important open amenity space in the heart of Ponteland, at the side of the river Pont and is 
identified as such in the Community Character Statement.  It forms the setting for St. Mary’s Parish 
Church in the centre of Ponteland and has historic significance within Ponteland. 

Historic significance This is part of our heritage and hugely significant to the community in the centre of the village, it’s the 
nearest thing to a village green sitting alongside the river Pont and A696. Coates School was located 
here and the sculpture on the green was commissioned by the Parish Council as part of the 
millennium celebration to mark the long-standing association with “Education”. The sculpture named 
‘The Teaching’ by David Edwick, shows a teacher embracing children to mark the spot of the school 
which was demolished in 1968.   

Recreational value Well used by wedding parties for photos and a community resting place for the older residents. 
Restful area with seating provided 

Tranquillity A peaceful location considering it is located between the bridge over the Pont River and the 
roundabout 

Richness of wildlife Birds, Ducks 

Other 

Ponteland History Society 
100 members 

Local significance 

Historic significance The site of Coates Green was partially occupied by the Tithe Barn & Cottages until the "new" Coates 
School was built in the late 1800's and covered the full area to the river.  The school was finally 
demolished in 1968 and the present green established. 

Recreational value 

Tranquillity 



Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan:  Local Green Space Background Paper and Assessment Report 
 

32 | P a g e  
www.pontelandneighbourhoodplan.co.uk 

Respondent  Comments 

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

The Friends of Ponteland 
Park 
230 members 

Local significance Coates Green is an attractive green space in front of St Mary’s Church and bordered by the river Pont. 
There are a number of seats overlooking the riverbank and passing wildlife. 
This area is also a gathering place for local events and celebrations, such as firework displays and the 
lighting of the beacon on the church tower. 

Historic significance  

Recreational value 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife  

Other 

Ponteland Civic Society 
230 members 

Local significance This area of land between Ponteland St. Mary’s Church and Main Street forms an attractive green 
space at this central road junction in the virtual centre of Ponteland. It became known as Coates 
Green in deference to its previous use as a School. 

Historic significance  This area of land was formerly the site of the “new” Coates School which came into use in 1875, 
having superseded the previous school on the opposite side of North Road, which had become too 
small. Prior to that the area had contained a Tithe Barn and a number of old cottages. The “new” 
school was in turn demolished in 1968 after a new and even larger school had been erected on 
Thornhill Road. 

Recreational value From time-to-time, informal public gatherings take place on Coates Green, such as at Christmas and 
other Feast Days as well as at such traditional events as the 5th of November. In the latter case, 
firework displays originating from the car park behind the Rialto Restaurant can be safely observed by 
several hundred people. 

Tranquillity Bounded by the river to the east, the Church to the north and a stand of trees to the west, the view of 
this area from the A696 on the south side presents a calm and refreshing aspect. 

Richness of wildlife  The proximity of passing pedestrians and vehicular traffic restricts the amount of wildlife in this area 
during the day, but the area is connected by a wildlife corridor along the river to farming areas further 
north. 

Other Adjacent to this area the traditional public house, the “Diamond”, faces south and forms an iconic 
view of Ponteland. 

The Green at Police Headquarters 

President Pont Lions Club 
16 Members 

Local significance Affects the setting of Listed Buildings in an area which is designated for housing.  At the moment there 
is no access for the public to the police headquarters.   

Historic significance  Part of  the Cottage Homes which were residential Children’s Homes in the 20th century. It became a 
College of Education and is now the police Headquarters. 
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Recreational value No general access yet for the public. 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other Needs protecting due to the planned residential development of the area. 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance An important green space with historic significance for existing and future residents providing an 
important setting to the listed buildings positioned around this space. 

Historic significance   

Recreational value A local community space for informal activities 

Tranquillity Quiet location 

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

Survey on 4 September 2016 Local significance I used to live at that site when it was part of the teacher Training College but since the Police took the 
site over no one can visit. Ponteland does not want to lose this. 

Historic significance  It’s part of the old Care Village and sits in front of the listed buildings, they should all be protected for 
the next generation 

Recreational value  

Tranquillity Difficult to judge 

Richness of wildlife  Don’t know 

Other Don’t want this to become a small development 

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 
 

Local significance An important green space with historic significance for existing and future residents providing an 
important setting to the listed buildings positioned around this space. 

Historic significance  This area is part of the historical site of the Care Home for children which eventually became 
Northumberland Teacher Training College from 1965 – 1981, during the last year Northumbria Police 
used the site for cadet training. From 1982 the site was purchased by Northumbria Police. 

Recreational value A local community space for informal activities 

Tranquillity Quiet location 

Richness of wildlife  Mixed 

Other  

Ponteland Civic Society 
230 members 

Local significance  

Historic significance  This is a highly significant area of landscaped open space fronting a group of listed Buildings. 

Recreational value In order to provide a sense of community for the children, the houses were grouped around the oval 
grassed area known as “The Green” which not only provided a play area but gave a strongly cohesive 
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element to the Homes. This focus and the benefits associated with it could beneficially be carried 
forward in the future development of the site. 

Tranquillity Surrounded by the 14 Houses, together with the planting of a number of trees of various sizes, the 
Green itself feels like a protected area. Subject to the avoidance of a road wholly around the site in 
front of the houses, The Green could remain an outstanding public amenity within any new 
development. 

Richness of wildlife There would appear to be no particular wildlife features, with the possible exception of bats. 

Other The first Superintendent of the Cottage Homes was a Mr. F. R. J. Harris from Hounslow, who was 
succeeded by his widow as Matron in 1919. A memorial to him still exists in the grounds. There is also 
a War Memorial in a separate area of the grounds, but the plaques have been removed for safe 
keeping. It is to be hoped that this can be properly restored after any future development and form a 
focus for future observance.  The Civic Society have compiled a suggested development brief for the 
Police Headquarters site under the heading ‘The Smallburn Valley Garden Village’ which was 
submitted to the Planning Authority in April 2014 and again in July 2015 

Coates Institute Garden 

President Pont Lions Club 
16 Members 

Local significance A small garden on the main road which enhances the appearance of the centre of Ponteland. Provides 
places to sit. 

Historic significance Was part of the property which was the original Coates School. 

Recreational value A resting place 

Tranquillity Though well maintained and a pretty public garden the main road the A696 is a busy road. 

Richness of wildlife Has birds and insects. 

Other Owned and maintained by the Town Council. 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance An historic setting garden area 

Historic significance 

Recreational value A resting place tucked between two buildings in the centre of the village 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife Limited other than bird life. 

Other 

Survey – 29 adults and 5 
children on 02/09/16 2pm to 
3pm 

Local significance Tiny garden area in the main street  
Looks old, quaint 
Somewhere to walk to when waiting for a bus or the bank to open 

Historic significance Part of Ponteland’s history as part of the old school-we must not loose it 
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Recreational value Not really 

Tranquillity Not really too close to the main road 

Richness of wildlife  Occasional bird life 

Other This area fills a gap between buildings 

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 
 

Local significance An historic setting garden area 

Historic significance  An historic setting garden area. Up until 1872 Coates school was cited here, what is grassed area now, 
with 175 pupils of 3 or 4, with 175 pupils of 3 or 4 classes in one room. 

Recreational value  

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

Ponteland History Society 
100 Members 

Local significance  

Historic significance  The green between the Coates Institute (now the Estate Agent) and Barclays Bank was established 
when the former dwelling house, shop and garage were demolished to make way for the Bank.  I think 
this would have been in the late 60's or early 70's. 

Recreational value  

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

The Friends of Ponteland 
Park 
230 members 

Local significance This small, well-planted garden provides an attractive seating area on the Main Street of Ponteland. At 
busy times of day it is not a tranquil place, but it is an interesting spot to sit and observe passing 
activity. 

Historic significance  

Recreational value 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife  

Other 

Ponteland Civic Society 
230 members 

Local significance The garden itself is, in contrast to Coates Green, a small and intimate area with some seats where 
people may sit amongst a few small flowerbeds watch the world go by. 

Historic significance  In the early 1960s, a number of old shops adjacent to the Coates Institute were demolished in order to 
make way for a new building for Barclays Bank, which was thus able to vacate its former premises at 
1, West Road. The new Bank was set well back from the road and a small area of land was made 
available for a garden adjacent to the former Institute which, by that time, had become the offices for 
an estate agency. 
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Recreational value Although attractive, there is little inherent opportunity in this garden for recreational value. 

Tranquillity This garden adds to the streetscape and provides a small niche where people may sit amongst 
greenery and contemplate. 

Richness of wildlife There is little wildlife to be found here. 

Other The garden helps to ensure that, in spite of the sometimes heavy traffic along Main Street, Ponteland 
has the character of a village where one is never far from a green space. 

Old Railway Line from Darras Hall through Ponteland to the Airport. 

President Pont Lions Club 
16 Members 

Local significance Highly significant. Both railway lines have been made into Bridlepaths which connect various parts of 
Ponteland.  They are part of the National Cycle Network 

Historic significance Former mineral and passenger railway lines. 

Recreational value Widely used by walkers, cyclists, dog walkers, safe routes to school as traffic free, horse riders.  Used 
as a safe means of travelling from Ponteland to Darras Hall 

Tranquillity Off the road and very quiet. 

Richness of wildlife Highly significant.  Forms wildlife corridors within the community connecting wider countryside with 
suburban gardens and they both connect to Ponteland Park. 

Other Maintained by Northumberland County Council, Darras Hall Estate Committee and the Town Council.  
There is a small car park off Callerton Lane 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance Although this space does not have a 'name' as such, locally this is known as the “old railway line”.  
It is particularly valued by the community in Darras Hall, the village centre and Cheviot View as a 
recreational space for exercise, dog walking and cycling away from the busy A696. This route plays a 
major contribution in providing recreational space for Ponteland and although now a bridle path it is 
well used and enjoyed by the local community. The section from the village out towards the Airport is 
particularly well used since other open spaces at the leisure centre have been fenced off. 

Historic significance This is one of the existing features of the old railway line constructed at the turn of the 1900’s 
originally taking Ponteland residents to seven stations including Newcastle. The reason for its 
construction was to transport those who lived in Ponteland and Darras Hall to their work in 
Newcastle. 

Recreational value A benefit to residents health and wellbeing and encourages residents to access the open countryside 
within minutes from their home. 

Tranquillity Although in reality this route is close to the settlement and highways, the route taken by the bridle 
path is exceptionally quiet and peaceful. 

Richness of wildlife The route taken through Darras Hall backs onto, at both sides, extensive well established gardens with 
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trees and scrubs. On this section of the bridle path there is dense vegetation growth ideal habitat as a 
corridor for wildlife to flourish.  The route from the village out towards the Airport has more variety of 
habitat and in its surroundings that back onto fields.  Both these sections of the bridle path provide 
the habitat required to sustain and encourage a mixed wildlife population, many species of birds, bats, 
red squirrels, hedgehogs small mammals and invertebrates. 

Other 

Survey – 16/09/16 Local significance Highly valued by the community as an exercise walk for walkers and dogs away from the bustle of the 
village life 

Historic significance This is one of the existing features of the old railway line from Ponteland to Newcastle which was 
constructed for those who lived in Ponteland and Darras Hall and worked in Newcastle. The line runs 
through Darras Hall, now a bridle path, into the centre of the village and out towards the Airport now 
developed into Newcastle International Airport. 

Recreational value 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 

Local significance Although unnamed it is a well used recreational space 

Historic significance 

Recreational value Dog walkers, walkers, joggers 

Tranquillity A peaceful walk 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 

Ponteland Wildlife Group 
20 Members 

Local significance 

Historic significance 

Recreational value 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife This bridle way runs north-west from the Airport, across fields to the village, and then south-west 
through Darras Hall to the farmland beyond. It is bordered throughout its length by grassland verges 
containing a variety of wildflowers, and by mature hedgerows comprising native trees and shrubs 
particularly hawthorn. It constitutes another wildlife corridor, passing across both open countryside 
and residential areas, and provides both nesting habitats for numerous resident and migrant breeding 
birds, and an important food source for mammals and birds in the winter. 
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Other 

The Friends of Ponteland 
Park 
230 members 

Local significance The Old Railway Line is a popular local walk. The trees and hedges along the line provide a very useful 
habitat for nesting birds and other wildlife. Historic significance 

Recreational value 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 

Ponteland Civic Society 
230 members 

Local significance These routes are key elements within the overall pattern of pedestrian movement within Ponteland 
and are much enjoyed and appreciated by residents. 

Historic significance The pathways follow the line of the former railway that briefly served the village.  Trains ceased to 
operate during the nineteen sixties, when the rails were removed and the spaces made available for 
use by the public.  They could be described as a "Historic Linear Feature". 

Recreational value They are and convenient routes for both walking and cycling with easy access to the village centre or 
to open countryside. 

Tranquillity Exceptional tranquillity afforded by the distance from vehicular routes and well established landscape 
cover. 

Richness of wildlife The Bridleway passes along the bottom of gardens, which are fringed with trees and often have 
boundaries open to the passage of wildlife.  A wide range of species can be found including many 
birds, red squirrels, hedgehogs, several species of bats and other small mammals and invertebrates. 

Other The railway branch line from South Gosforth was completed in 1905.  It crossed Callerton Lane at a 
level crossing and continued by a bridge over the A696 into a station and goods yard where Merton 
Way exists today.  A spur line was continued into the Darras Hall Estate in 1913 but the branch line 
was closed to passengers in 1929 and to goods in 1967. 

Callerton Play Area & Skate Park 

President Pont Lions Club 
16 Members 

Local significance Widely used by younger members of the community. The Skate Park is also used by youngsters. 

Historic significance Play area was moved to this position to allow the building of the swimming pool.  The skate park is a 
more recent addition. 

Recreational value Play area for young children and a meeting place for their carers 

Tranquillity Next to a main road which can be very busy. 

Richness of wildlife Part of the Leisure centre open ground and there is a substantial hedge. 

Other Maintained by the Town Council 

Ponteland Community Local significance Very popular within the community used by toddlers through to teenagers 
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Partnership 
15 Members 

Historic significance 

Recreational value Social gathering area and informal games 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members  

Local significance Very popular within the community used by toddlers through to teenagers 

Historic significance 

Recreational value Social gathering area and informal games 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 

Allotments Prestwick Village 

President Pont Lions Club 
16 Members 

Local significance The only publicly owned allotments within the Civil Parish of Ponteland.  There is a waiting list to 
acquire 

Historic significance Originally given to Prestwick by a local land owner but passed to the Parish Council last century. 

Recreational value Gardening and provision of vegetables for domestic use. 

Tranquillity Very peaceful 

Richness of wildlife Valuable because of the hedges and scrub linking to the open cuntryside.  There is a small stream. 

Other More allotments are needed 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance 24 allotments all in full use with a healthy waiting list 

Historic significance 

Recreational value Healthy activity 

Tranquillity Both areas are tucked away from the road which divides them 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members  

Local significance 24 allotments all in full use with a healthy waiting list 

Historic significance 

Recreational value Healthy activity 

Tranquillity Both areas are tucked away from the Dinnington road which divides them 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 
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Allotments Prestwick Village and behind the Diamond 

Ponteland Wildlife Group Local significance 

Historic significance 

Recreational value 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife Although managed primarily for other benefits, allotments by their nature provide food and cover for 
many species of mammal, insect and bird. 

Other 

The Friends of Ponteland 
Park 

Local significance Local allotments are much appreciated by keen gardeners locally, providing an opportunity to raise 
crops and also take part in a friendly community.  
Many of the allotments also provide beneficial habitats for wildlife. 

Historic significance 

Recreational value 

Tranquillity 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 

President Pont Lions Club 
16 Members 

Local significance Very important to those who lease them.  They do not seem to come available. 

Historic significance 

Recreational value Gardening 

Tranquillity Appear to be very peaceful but not freely accessible. 

Richness of wildlife Form part of the river bank corridor and provide habitat. 

Other These are private allotments. 

Ladywell Road Green 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational space 

Historic significance 

Recreational value An open area for local use 

Tranquillity Semi-tranqil 

Richness of wildlife 

Other 

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational space 

Historic significance 

Recreational value An open area for local use 
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Tranquillity Semi-tranqil 

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

Thornhill Road Green 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational 

Historic significance   

Recreational value An open green space for local use, dog walkers and informal games 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 
 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational 

Historic significance   

Recreational value An open green space for local use, dog walkers and informal games 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

The Green, Jackson Ave 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational 

Historic significance   

Recreational value Open Green space for local use for informal games 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 
 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational 

Historic significance   

Recreational value Open Green space for local use for informal games 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   
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Other  

Twizell Place 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational 

Historic significance   

Recreational value Play area with an open green space for informal games 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 
 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational 

Historic significance   

Recreational value Play area with an open green space for informal games 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

Glebe Close 

Ponteland Community 
Partnership 
15 Members 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational 

Historic significance   

Recreational value Community space for informal games 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  

Ponteland Natural 
Environment Group 
3 Members 
 

Local significance Important amenity space for those living in close proximity, part of the setting and layout of the 
housing development providing a valuable recreational 

Historic significance   

Recreational value Community space for informal games 

Tranquillity  

Richness of wildlife   

Other  
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A:   Ponteland Park 

 

B: Coates Green  
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C:   The Green, Northumbria Police HQ 

 
D: Coates Institute Garden 
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E: Old Railway Line from Darras Hall through Ponteland to the Airport 
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