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Introduction
This report presents a summary of the history and character of Ponteland, 
which lies within Northumberland. It has been prepared by consultants 
at AECOM on behalf of Locality, working closely with the Ponteland 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and is based on a detailed appraisal of 
the area carried out through desk study and fieldwork.

Landscape character assessment is a process used to describe and articulate 
what is special and distinctive about a particular place by identifying 
recognisable patterns of elements or characteristics that make one landscape 
different from another. Landscape is defined by the European Landscape 
Convention as “….. an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result 
of the action and interaction of natural and / or human factors.” This definition is 
broad and encompasses natural, rural, urban and peri-urban areas. 

The information generated through the process of characterisation can be 
used as evidence to support the planning and design process. This approach 
is supported by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which states 
that neighbourhood plans should develop robust and comprehensive policies 
based on an understanding and evaluation of its defining characteristics 
(DCLG, 2012). In doing so, policies can ensure that development responds to 
local character and history, and reflects the identity of local surroundings and 
materials, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation.
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Approach
The approach of this study follows well-established landscape character 
assessment techniques. The detailed desk study and fieldwork carried out 
to inform this assessment underpins the classification and description of 
character areas and broadly follows the process set out in the “Approach to 
Landscape Character Assessment” (Natural England, 2014).This approach 
has been tailored to meet the specific needs of the neighbourhood planning 
process and draws on work carried out by Ponteland Civic Society:

Using Historic Landscape Characterisation (Historic England 2004);

Character and identity townscape and heritage appraisals in housing market 
renewal areas (Historic England and CABE 2008); and

Understanding Place Historic Area Assessments: Principles and Practice 
(Historic England 2010).

Historic England, (previously English Heritage) has issued a number of 
guidance and best practice notes covering a range of issues in relation to the 
conservation and management of historic places and heritage assets all of 
which are available on the Historic England website (https://historicengland.
org.uk/advice/planning/). 

This study builds upon previous work carried out by the Ponteland 
Neighbourhood Civic Society including:

• Landscape Quality Assessment;

• Ponteland Parish Landscape Character Assessment (Ponteland Parish LCA);

• Ponteland Community Character Statement; and

• Darras Hall Estate “Garden Village of the North” Background Report.
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Golf Club
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Figure 2: Location
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Context
This section of the report describes the location and context of the Ponteland 
area and summarises current planning policies which are relevant to the study. 

Location
Ponteland is located in Northumberland within the North East of England, as 
shown on Figure 1. It lies approximately 12 km north of Newcastle Upon Tyne 
and approximately 60 km south of the border with Scotland. Surrounding 
parishes comprise Whalton to the north; Stannington, Dinnington and 
Woolsington to the east; Heddon-on-the-Wall to the south; and Stamfordham 
and Belsay to the west. 

Ponteland is a civil parish of approximately 6,500 hectares (65 km2) extending 
southwards from Kirkley March to Callerton Lane End; and eastwards from 
Dalton to Prestwick Carr. According to the 2011 Census, the population of the 
parish is just under 11,000. The parish includes the village of Ponteland, Darras 
Hall Estate and the villages of Higham Dykes, Berwick Hill, Prestwick, Medburn 
and Milbourne.

Planning Policy Context
National Planning Policy

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2012

The NPPF requires local authorities to set out in their Local Plan a positive 
vision for the enhancement and enjoyment of heritage assets (DCLG, 2012). 
Part 12 Conserving and enhancing the historic environment clearly states 
that local authorities should recognise “the desirability of new development 
making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness” and should seek 
“opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the 
character of a place”.

Planning Practice Guidance, 2014

Planning Practice Guidance was reviewed, catalogued and published on the 
internet by the government in 2014 (DCLG, 2014). The section on design 
includes guidance on promoting landscape character (Paragraph: 007 
Reference ID: 26-007-20140306). It states that “development should seek to 
promote character in townscape and landscape by responding to and reinforcing 
locally distinctive patterns of development” and that the “successful integration of 
new development with their surrounding context is an important design objective”.

Local Planning Policy

Northumberland Local Plan Core Strategy Pre-Submission 
Draft - Proposed Modifications June 2016

Policy 3(a) Delivering Sustainable Development in Main Towns: Seeks 
to facilitate sustainable development and to sustain the vitality of local 
communities across Northumberland. States that main towns, including 
Ponteland should be “the main focus for development to underpin their social, 
economic, environmental and cultural regeneration”. The development of land to 
the south of Ponteland is covered by the South East Ponteland Supplementary 

The River Pont from Ponteland Bridge with the church of St Mary the Virgin in the background
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Planning Document (SPD) Revised Draft, 2016. This will be essential to 
achieving sustainability, given the constraints imposed by the existing Green 
Belt boundary.

Policy 16 (2nd part) Additional housing allocations : Seeks to support the 
delivery of housing growth in the Central Northumberland Delivery Area, 
which  extends north and west from the boundary with Tyne and Wear and 
includes the Main Towns of Hexham, Morpeth, Ponteland and Prudhoe and 
the Service Centre of Corbridge, through the allocation of six sizable sites 
for housing that involve revisiting the existing Green Belt. A number of key 
principles that the development of these sites should follow are then set out.

Policy 25(b) Safeguarded land - how it would be linked: The South East 
Ponteland SPD area includes an element of safeguarded land. The policy seeks 
to ensure that development which would prejudice the future comprehensive 
development of safeguarded land will not be permitted. The SPD explains 
how the safeguarded land will be accessed from the element to be developed 
during the plan period and how services, utilities, infrastructure and green 
infrastructure plans will enable the safeguarded land to come forward in due 
course.

Policy 38 Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) - States that SuDs will be a 
requirement for any development where it is necessary to manage surface 
water drainage unless certain situations pertain to the site concerned. The 
history of flooding in Ponteland dictates that the South East Ponteland SPD 
area should be demonstrably integrated with wider blue-green infrastructure 
measures for the town. 

Policy 51 Green infrastructure: This policy aims to improve and extend 
Northumberland’s green infrastructure, taking account of what already 
exists and how it functions and how development proposals can enhance it, 
engendering a sense of place through such measures as open space corridors 
and links with the wider countryside, incorporating the area’s SuDS measures 
where possible. The SPD will add considerable detail on how the area’s green 
infrastructure will be planned, designed, integrated and maintained, so 
supplementing this policy.

Castle Morpeth District Local Plan, 2003

The Northumberland Local Plan contains saved policies from Castle Morpeth 
District Local Plan applying to the former Castle Morpeth borough area.

Policy PC1 - Settlement Boundary: Seeks to ensure the retention of well-
defined settlement boundaries to Ponteland and Darras Hall, generally 
following the boundaries of the Green Belt. 

Policy PC2 - Areas of High Landscape Value: Seeks to protect, maintain and 
enhance attractive wooded sections of the River Pont and their contribution 
to the character of the village. Apart from minor extensions and conversions, 
developments have been disallowed in the river valley. 

PC3 – Landscape Corridors: Seeks to encourage green corridors on either side 
of main approach roads leading into settlements. These corridors should be 
provided with special protection due to the importance of views and bringing 
in open landscape character into urban areas. 

PC5 - Protected Open Space: Seeks to allocate additional land to extend 
Ponteland Park and complete a green wedge leading from the open 

countryside into the centre of Ponteland, contributing to the amenity of the 
area. 

PC 9 - Conservation Areas: Seeks to provide additional policy to help control 
and guide new development within Ponteland Conservation Area. This policy 
aims to ensure the existing character of the Conservation Area is protected 
and enhanced through appropriate design, use of quality materials and that 
any new development is sympathetic to the existing heritage of Ponteland. 

Policy PH2 & PH3 – Housing Development in Darras Hall

Establishes objectives addressing particular concern about the 
overdevelopment of housing sites within Darras Hall Estate and aims to 
maintain its diverse and varied character and the wide variety of plot size 
catering to demand within the “executive” housing market.

This report is also informed by a number of other studies relevant to the local 
area as follows:

Ponteland Parish Landscape Character Assessment (October 
2016)

The Ponteland Parish Landscape Character Assessment was prepared by 
Bayou Bluenvironment for Ponteland Town Council and the Ponteland 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. It aims to define and describe 
constituent characteristic areas of the parish, establish their condition and 
value, highlight their sensitivities, evaluate the contribution of landscape 
settings of Conservation Areas and historic features and identify particular 
pressures for development. The Ponteland Parish LCA suggests management 
approaches for each defined Landscape Character Area.

Ponteland Community Character Statement (November 2016)

Prepared by Ponteland Town Council and Members of Ponteland Civic Society 
with the assistance of the North of England Civic Trust, this aims to inform 
planning decisions by establishing the unique character of both conservation 
areas and the area as a whole. The Community Character Statement is 
intended to inform the production of Conservation Area Character Appraisals 
and Management Plans for both areas as part of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Landscape Quality Assessment (November 2016)

Prepared by members of Ponteland Civic Society and parties interested in the 
area, this document identifies the contribution of Green Belt within the parish 
towards national Green Belt purposes set out in the NPPF. It also identifies 
areas considered to have discernible qualities and character, to enable the 
maintenance of existing character within the area and promote contextual 
decision making within the planning process. 

Darras Hall Estate “Garden Village of the North” Background 
Report

Prepared by Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, this document 
acknowledges Darras Hall as part of the local heritage. It establishes the 
estate’s diverse and varied character outlining its variety of plot sizes, wide 
housing stock and mature settings while emphasising the protection of 
woodland and hedgerows nearby.

Looking east along the A696 to Main Street

The Church of St Mary the Virgin
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Historical Development
The place name Ponteland is derived from ‘Pont-Island’, in reference to 
the medieval village’s prominent location on the River Pont, and above 
surrounding marshlands. The village is similarly referred to in historical 
documents as ‘Pont-Island’, ‘Pont Eland’, and ‘Pont Ealand’. Medieval 
settlement was focused around the ‘Old Bridge’ over the river and the church 
of St Mary the Virgin, which has its origins in the 12th century.

Growth of the settlement of Ponteland throughout the Medieval period was 
of a slow and primarily rural character; some limited development by the 19th 
century around the historic core of Ponteland did little to change this. 

The suburban parish of present day Ponteland came into existence in the 20th 
century and largely expanded to its current extent from the 1950’s-80s. The 
area, south-west of the historic centre of Ponteland, formerly comprised of 
farmland belonging to the Little Callerton and Darras Hall farms. Throughout 
the century, development of the Garden City of the Darras Hall Estate would 
see this grow to a community of over 2,000 homes.

Timeline

Medieval, 1066-1538

The Medieval period saw the establishment of the settlement of Ponteland 
as the nucleus of a sparsely populated rural parish, and from 1296 it was a 
place of security during frequent border skirmishes between the Scottish and 
English. The later Medieval Character of Ponteland reflects a wider settlement 
pattern across Northumbria, by which border raids restricted permanent 
building away from the refuge of fortified structures.

1150 – The grounds of St Mary the Virgin were consecrated as a secular 
college.

1244 – The ‘Treaty of Newcastle’ was signed in the village of Ponteland, 
ensuring a short period of peace between Scottish and English forces.

1303 – The secular college at St Mary the Virgin was dissolved.

1388 – During a period of resumed conflict, and after the unsuccessful 
siege of Newcastle, Scottish forces partially destroyed Ponteland Castle 
before engaging and defeating English forces in the Battle of Otterburn. The 
remains of the castle were incorporated into a later domestic structure which 
subsequently became a public house, extant today as the Blackbird Inn.

1415 – The earliest documentary mention was given to a Pele House, 
associated with the church of St Mary the Virgin, which survives to this day as 
a standing ruin known as Vicar’s Pele.

Post-Medieval, 1539-1699

Border raids continued into the 1600s, in continuity from the Medieval period 
to the early Post-Medieval period. Northumbria witnessed stagnation in 
construction throughout the majority of the Post-Medieval period, and little 
impact can be seen from the early Post-Medieval period on the built character 
of Ponteland. 

The Church of St Mary the Virgin Vicar’s Pele

Bell Villas 

The Blackbird Inn

The Blackbird Inn - present day
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18th Century

The early 18th century saw an increase in construction of large houses on 
former farming estates, such as the extant Callerton Hall in High Callerton and 
the estates of Little Callerton and Darras Hall. This development can be seen 
on historic maps. 

1749 – A Turnpike Trust was established connecting Ponteland with Newcastle, 
and a further trust connected the village to Otterburn in 1769.

1769 – Darras Hall and Little Callerton are recorded on the Map of 
Northumberland, surrounded by unenclosed lands.

19th Century

The village of Ponteland saw little impact from the increasing industrialisation 
of Newcastle and growth during the century was slow. Beginning the century 
with a population of 327, the last census of the century lists an increase to 
just 405 residents. The enclosure of fields within the surrounding rural areas, 
which had begun late in the previous century, were completed during this 
period.

1822 – Bell Villas were constructed on Ponteland Road, extending the village 
further east beyond the banks of the River Pont.

1830s – The development of a Turnpike Road to Scotland from the village 
influenced a small increase in activity in the village. 

1841 – The first Methodist Chapel was built.

1842 – Tithe Award Map of High Callerton shows the completed transition to 
enclosed fields.

1860 – Historic maps show the established estates of Little Callerton and 
Darras Hall, both with surrounding enclosed farmland.

20th Century

The 20th century brought about a fundamental change to the nature of 
Ponteland; undertaking a near total transformation in the character of its 
settlement, from a quiet rural village to a large suburban community.

1903 – The Cottage Homes were constructed on the northern outskirts of 
Ponteland, providing home life training to the orphans and ‘institutional 
children’ of Newcastle.

1905 – The light railway from Newcastle to Ponteland was completed.

1907 – The lands of Darras Hall and Little Callerton, to the south-west of 
Ponteland, were bought at auction by the Northern Allotment Society. With 
the addition of Callerton Moor a total of 1,025 acres were made available 
for the establishment of the Garden City of the Darras Hall Estate. This 
Garden City was created according to the principles of Joseph Wakinshaw, 
who became the first secretary of the Darras Hall Estate, who had been a 
fundamental influencer in the creation of numerous similar estates in the 
North-East of England in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The estate 
initially contained just six houses, associated with the original farming estates.

Bell Villas - present day

1960s development

Site of the first Methodist Church

Late 19th Century Wakinshaw’s 
Gardeners Cottage

1960s development at Broadway

Callerton
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1910 – Contracts were agreed for fencing and roads at the Darras Hall Estate, 
allowing the subsequent division into 185 five acre plots sold in 1911. Buyers 
of these freeholdings accepted the conditions of the Trust Deed, which 
defined the character of future development within the estate. Businesses 
of any kind were banned, and plots could only be used for residential, 
horticultural or agricultural purposes. 

1913 – A railway branch connecting Ponteland station and the Darras Hall 
Estate was constructed.

1914 – The outbreak of the First World War restricted development at the 
Darras Hall Estate, and the subsequent depression further slowed growth 
surrounding the historic centre of Ponteland and the Darras Hall Estate.

1929 – Passenger traffic on the railway line between Ponteland and Newcastle 
ceased. The line closed entirely by the late 1960s. The Darras Hall station 
building became the United Reform Church.

1930s – Confined ribbon housing developments typify 20th century 
developments pre 1939 around principal routes. However, the outbreak of the 
Second World War effectively halted development.

1950s – Traffic through Ponteland grew with the development of Newcastle 
Airport which was originally built in 1935 as the Woolsington Aerodrome. The 
airport is now Newcastle International Airport and lies c.5km south-west of 
Ponteland.

1950s – Development resumed in the Darras Hall Estate with the construction 
of numerous bungalows and small houses.

1950s – Larger housing developments progress to the north of the historic 
core of Ponteland, such as those along North Road and Thornhill Road.

1960s – Village amenities expanded to serve the growing population with 
differing needs to earlier generations. Within the Darras Hall Estate shops 
were constructed at The Broadway. The Merton Way Shopping centre was 
constructed close to the historic core of Ponteland.

1960s-80s – Self build homes in the Darras Hall Estate grew in size as family 
needs changed. Houses increased in size throughout the 1970s and 80s as the 
approval of plot divisions becomes more common.

1981 – The first mansion was built in the Darras Hall Estate, and signalled the 
first of many to be built in the estate over the following decades.

1990s – Most of the original plots for development in the Darras Hall Estate 
were filled by this time; this led to the further subdivisions of the original large 
plots into a number of smaller plots with large houses. 

21st Century

The 21st century has so far been defined by the construction of large homes 
and mansions and the occasional development of infill plots. This reflects the 
desirability of Ponteland as a residential area. 

This timeline is not exhaustive and is not designed to cover the entire history 
of the Neighbourhood Plan area but to highlight key dates relating to its 
development, particularly the key buildings and estates that have influenced 
the heritage and character of the area. Further information on the sources can 
be found within the reference section in the Appendices. 
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Heritage Assets:

The Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan area contains two scheduled monuments, 
77 listed buildings, two conservation areas and 20 local buildings that are 
recognised as of significance by the Ponteland Civic Society.

Scheduled Ancient Monuments

There are two scheduled monuments within the Neighbourhood plan area. 
A scheduled monument is an historic building or site that is included in the 
Schedule of Monuments kept by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport. The regime is set out in the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Areas Act 1979. 

The Vicar’s Pele, a Medieval pele tower, lies on the north side of Main Street. 
It dates from the 15th century or earlier.

The Newham Deserted Village lies North-West of the village of Milbourne, and 
consists of the remains of a village of Medieval date.

Listed Buildings

There are 77 listed buildings within the Neighbourhood Plan area. Of these, 
two are Grade I listed and recognised by Historic England as having exceptional 
interest. These are:

• The Parish Church of St Mary (NHLE 1370736)

• Milbourne Hall and Stable Block (NHLE 1042725)

There are also four Grade II* listed buildings which are identified by Historic 
England as buildings of more than special interest. These are:

• The Old Rectory, Ponteland (NHLE 1042720)

• Prestwick Hall (NHLE 1370741)

• Dissington Hall (NHLE 1042708)

• The Blackbird Inn (NHLE 1042690)

The remaining are Grade II listed buildings and largely reflect the agricultural 
origins and the domestic character of the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Conservation Areas

Conservation areas are areas that are of special architectural or historic 
interest, the character and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or 
enhance. They are designated by the local planning authority. There are two 
conservation areas within the Neighbourhood Plan area, these comprise: 

• Ponteland Conservation Area

• High Callerton Conservation Area

Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans are documents which 
demonstrate the area’s special interest, they analyse the positive and negative 
aspects of the area and identify any opportunities for additional protection 
or enhancement. Both the Ponteland and High Callerton Conservation Areas 

are described in detail in the Ponteland and High Callerton Conservation Area 
Character Appraisal, which was prepared by the Ponteland Neighbourhood 
Plan Group and has not formally been adopted by Northumberland County 
Council.

Ponteland:

The Ponteland Conservation Area covers the majority of the historic Medieval 
core of the village, and follows the north, east and west access routes out of 
the centre. Focused around the Grade I listed Church of St Mary are 11 listed 
structures, consisting of the Old Rectory, a gate, headstones and the church 
itself. Another seven lie beyond the church and Old Rectory Grounds. These 
consist of domestic buildings and public houses.

High Callerton:

High Callerton is an estate village, developed around Callerton Hall, with 
the earliest surviving building being a Grade II listed bastle house (Rebellion 
House, NHLE 1370716) dated to the 17th century. A further six Grade II listed 
buildings lie in High Callerton, relating to Callerton Hall and farm houses. The 
entirety of the estate village lies within the conservation area. 

Local Listed Buildings

Local lists form a vital element in the reinforcement of a sense of local 
character and distinctiveness in the historic environment. By identifying 
significant local heritage assets, they play an essential role in informing the 
development of local plans. No formal local list has been adopted for the 
Neighbourhood Plan area by Ponteland Town Council, however the Ponteland 
Civic Society has recognised a number of buildings and structures which 
positively contribute to the character and heritage of the area. The following 
are within the Ponteland Conservation Area:

• The Diamond Inn: A two storey structure built c.1820, with a four gabled 
third storey added between 1900 and 1912. Built east of the River Pont 
and north of Ponteland Road, the structure holds a commanding view 
south along the river.

• The former Coates Institute, 1 Main Street: The former home of the 
Coates Endowed School from 1722, constructed of local stone and 
extended to two storeys in 1834. 

• Ponteland Methodist Church: Constructed from local stone in 1907, on the 
site of an earlier Methodist Chapel dated to 1841. A rear extension was 
built in 1927. 

• Ash House, Bell Villas & 14 Bell Villas: Two mid 19th century rows of 
cottages, the first built in red brick and the latter built in local stone and 
both of a vernacular style. 

• The former National Westminster Bank, West Road: A red brick and stone 
embellished bank building, built for Barclays Bank in 1907. 

• Merton Cottages, No. 2 & 4 West Road: A pair of red brick cottages, with 
regular yellow brick bands, built after 1970, and belonging to Merton 
College of the University of Oxford. 

• Ladywell Cottage, West Road: A random rubble stone cottage, built before 
1896 as an office for the village police constable. It subsequently became a 
dwelling. 

• No. 8 Darras Road: A red brick bungalow built for the gardener of Miss 
Wakinshaw, the sister of Joseph Wakinshaw.

The following lie outside of the Ponteland Conservation Area:

• St Matthews Roman Catholic Church, West Road: A red brick church built 
in 1950 in a style referencing mid 20th century modernist architecture. 

• Eland Green Farm: A characteristic 19th century Northumberland 
farmhouse, built of local stone in 1889, replacing an earlier farmhouse.

• Clickemin Farmhouse: Another typical 19th century farmhouse of the 
area, however, constructed of red brick with local stone ashlar dressings.

• No. 10 Darras Road: One of the first new houses of the Darras Hall Estate. 
No. 10 is a red brick bungalow. It was built originally for Miss Wakinshaw, 
the sister of Joseph Wakinshaw.

• Darras Hall Farmhouse: A typical 19th century farmhouse, dated to 1830, 
built from local stone. This is the only remaining building of the Darras Hall 
Farm which would become part of the Darras Hall Estate.

• Little Callerton Cottage, 79 Runnymede Road: A white rendered, random 
rubble built, cottage of early 19th century date and atypical local style.

• Three restored milestones on the A696: Three cast iron milestones along 
the former route of a turnpike road.

• Dalton Village Hall: A village hall built in 1920, with laminated timber 
beams. Remains of a water mill can be found at the site.

• The former school on the Police Headquarters Site: The school house built 
for, and at the same time as, the grade II listed Cottage Homes.

• Strettle’s Funeral Parlour, West Road: A 19th century single storey 
commercial building, built of local stone.

• Ponteland Memorial Hall, Darras Road: A brick built memorial hall, built by 
Public Subscription to commemorate those from Ponteland who lost their 
lives in the First World War.

• Old Station Cottages: Built to house the four employees of the Ponteland 
Railway Station, these became private dwellings after the closure of the 
railway to passenger traffic in 1929.

The Broadway Shopping Centre is not recognised as of significance by this list; 
however it may be seen as a pivotal group of amenities in the development of 
the Darras Hall Estate in its present day suburban form, and a significant break 
from the ban on commercial properties within the estate by the original Trust 
Deeds.
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Existing Character Assessments
Existing character assessments have been reviewed to provide some context 
to this more detailed assessment. The study area falls within National 
Character Area (NCA) Profiles as defined by Natural England (Natural England, 
2013): 

• 12 Mid Northumberland; and 

• 13 South East Northumberland Coastal Plain. 

These NCA are broad but provide some context to the character of the study 
area. 

The key characteristics of NCA 12 Mid Northumberland which are of particular 
relevance to this assessment are:

• This intermediate upland fringe plateau comprises a series of ridges and 
river valleys in the north, opening out into a broader, flatter landform in 
the south and east;

• Woodland cover is variable, with the well-wooded valleys of the rivers 
Pont, Wansbeck and Coquet containing semi-natural and ancient 
woodland, mixed woodlands and parklands within the country estates, 
and small coniferous blocks and belts of trees on the more open farmland 
to the south;

• Large rectilinear fields are characteristic, enclosed by stone walls at higher 
altitude, and hedgerows with hedgerow trees on lower-lying land; and

• Traditional buildings are generally of limestone, with gritstone at higher 
altitudes.

The key characteristics of NCA 13: South East Northumberland Coastal Plain 
which are or particular relevance to this assessment are:

• A wide, low-lying coastal plain with widespread urban and industrial 
development, extending north from the urban edge of Newcastle across 
the coastal plain, with mining towns and villages merging into rural 
landscape towards the north;

• Limited woodland cover, confined to prominent blocks of mixed and 
coniferous woodland on reclaimed colliery sites, with broadleaved woods 
on steeper valley sides and within estate parkland;

• Large, open arable fields, served by large-scale farmsteads, are 
interspersed with pastures on the poorer reclaimed soils. Fields are 
bounded by post-and-wire fences or by low and gappy hedges; and

• Major rivers (Blyth, Coquet and Wansbeck) meandering across the 
landscape from west to east, often flowing through steeply incised 
wooded river valleys.

At a regional level, the study area comprises two Landscape Character Types 
as defined within Northumberland Landscape Character Assessment (Land 
Use Consultants, 2010). These are:

Landscape Character Type 38: Lowland Rolling Farmland

Key relevant qualities defined by Draft Ponteland Parish LCA:

• Undulating agricultural landscape with rich soils under predominantly 
arable cultivation;

• Generally little tree cover, with occasional small-scale woodlands and 
plantations;

• Medium-scale parliamentary enclosure landscape;

• Field enclosure by hedgerows, with frequent hedgerow trees, has become 
fragmented in many places;

• Trunk roads and prominent road alignments exert a strong influence; and

• Locally important estate influences, with woodland, and estate villages.

Landscape Character Type 39: Coalfield Farmland

Key relevant qualities defined by Draft Ponteland Parish LCA:

• Low-lying coastal farmland, medium to large in scale, and generally open 
and expansive;

• Heavily modified rural area, with extensive industrial and urban fringe 
influences;

• Well settled, with mining towns and villages;

• Large-scale opencast mine sites;

• Distinctive, simple landscapes on restored former opencast sites;

• Pylons, chimneys, and transport and industrial infrastructure are 
prominent; and

• Occasional wooded estate landscapes.

The civic parish of Ponteland falls within the Stannington, Whalton and 
Belsay, Pont Valley and North Tyne Ridge landscape character areas (LCA), as 
defined within Northumberland Landscape Character Assessment (Land Use 
Consultants, 2010). 

The Draft Ponteland Landscape Character Assessment (Bayou 
Blueenvironment, 2016) defines eleven Local Landscape Character Areas 
within the Ponteland parish. Key characteristics of these are summarised 
below.

LCA 1: Milbourne and Kirkley

• Well-wooded fragments of historic landscape, with imposing halls, 18th 
century parkland, estate buildings and other historic details;

• Areas of less regular, smaller-scale field patterns, possibly medieval to the 
north of Milbourne;

• North-south aligned linear plantations of mixed broadleaves and conifers; 
and

• Broadleaf woodland belts along a number of minor burns aligned in a 
west-east direction.

LCA 2: Smallburn 

• Flat, open landscape of a patchwork of small, regular, rectilinear arable 
fields and pasture;

• Mixed land use includes Northumberland Police Headquarters and 
College; and

• Boundary vegetation ensures this area is relatively well assimilated into 
the countryside.

LCA 3: Middle Pont Valley 

• Wide middle course of the River Pont meandering in a shallow valley;

• Mixed coniferous and broadleaved plantations;

• Other rights of way radiate from Ponteland including a bridleway along 
disused railway line; and

• Well vegetated boundaries which assimilate it well into the landscape.

LCA 4: Dissington 

• River Pont, Swarden Burn and Med Burn cut deep meandering, wooded 
courses ;

• Steeply rolling, small-scale and more intimate valley;

• Small, irregular pasture with sheep grazing on the steeper valley sides;

• Dissington Park adds designed landscape to the enclosed character of the 
landscape; and

• Winding roads from Medburn, Dissington and Eachwick with hump back 
bridges over river.

LCA 5: Medburn 

• Distinctive layout of long narrow plots perpendicular to The Avenue;

• Ridgeline rises to Mount Hope Farm / Breckney Hill to Birney Hill Farm;

• Blocks of woodland provide a dense backdrop to Medburn in views from 
the north;

• Small to medium-scale landscape of regular, rectilinear fields ;

• Low hedgerows and hedgerow trees which are a feature of the landscape; 
and

• Extensive views from high ground south of the village to hills to the north 
and west.
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Figure 3: Landscape Character Areas
© Getmapping plc © (2017) GeoEye © 

(2017) Intermap Earthstar Geographics  SIO 
© (2017) Microsoft Corporation
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Key Characteristics
Natural England defines key characteristics as “those combinations of elements 
which help to give an area its distinctive sense of place” that would result in 
significant consequences for the current character if they were changed or 
lost. As a result, they form important evidence to support the development 
of planning and management policies and a reference point against which to 
monitor change. The key characteristics of Ponteland are as follows:

• Undulating agricultural landscape with rich soils under predominantly 
arable cultivation;

• Generally little tree cover, with occasional small-scale woodlands and 
plantations;

• Medium-scale parliamentary enclosure landscape;

• Field enclosure by hedgerows, with frequent hedgerow trees, fragmented 
in many places;

• Locally important estate influences, with woodland, and estate villages;

• Heavily modified rural area, with extensive industrial and urban fringe 
influences; and

• Occasional wooded estate landscapes.

As set out above, the character of the landscape is the result of the action and 
interaction of a range of natural and / or human factors. These are considered 
in turn below in relation to the neighbourhood plan area. 

• Elevated properties at Cheviot View are clearer where they appear above 
the watercourse.

LCA 9: North Tyne Ridge

• The southern edge of the Parish falls steeply southwards from a ridge;

• Large, rectilinear arable fields around Callerton Grange;

• Characterised by relatively poor and gappy hedgerows and lacking trees.

LCA 10: Lower Pont Valley 

• Minor tributaries of River Pont from higher ground and more rolling 
farmland to the west;

• Extremely shallow ‘valley’ where riparian broadleaf tree belts mark out 
waterway courses;

• Mixed plantations at Pont Ends and Ponthollows, tree belts around 
isolated farmsteads;

• Hedgerows/hedgerow trees reduce apparent scale of the landscape;

• A line of pylons are particularly conspicuous crossing the medium to large-
scale landscape;

• Fields generally larger than to the west, mixed arable and grassland, cattle 
and sheep grazing; and

LCA 11: Prestwick 

• Urban and industrial areas and associated infrastructure adjoining land 
uses;

• Scattered development/urban fringe where built development is 
dominant element;

• Newcastle International Airport and associated buildings to the east;

• Open, heavily modified, artificially drained landscape of straight-sided 
fields and long straight, narrow tracks; and

• One is part of the national cycle network providing off-road access from 
Ponteland via Eland Lane.

LCA 6: Birney Hill 

• Small to medium-scale landscape of regular, rectilinear, predominantly 
arable fields;

• Low clipped hedgerows and hedgerow trees combine to reduce the scale 
of the landscape;

• Birney Hall, associated drive, mature parkland-like trees and buildings 
enclose the area;

• Stone boundary walls and gated access to the hall are of aesthetic and 
historic interest;

• Falling topography and intervening vegetation screens adjoining 
development;

• Views out limited to parkland around Birney Hall and to Birney Hill / 
Stamfordham Road and along the ridge on the southern boundary; and

• Views from high ground are extensive and panoramic towards the north, 
west, and east. 

LCA 7: Callerton

• Medium to large-scale, gently rolling landscape;

• Smaller scale, steeply rolling central part defined by ridge of high ground;

• Callerton Common is the highest part of the Parish at 145m AOD;

• Larger, rectilinear arable fields around Callerton Grange with relatively 
dense vegetation;

• High Callerton lies on a second ridge close to the south-eastern edge of 
Ponteland;

• Steep valleys between wooded areas of higher ground at Brough Hill, 
Braid Hill, Black; Callerton Hill;

• Steeply rolling topography grazed by cattle, sheep and horses;

• Trees generally absent apart from a few small broadleaved and mixed 
copses;

• Hedges are generally poor and gappy.

LCA 8: Fairney Burn 

• Vegetated disused railway line, now a bridleway, passes through the area;

• Land uses include the Middle and High Schools, Fire Station and Leisure 
Centre;

• Playing fields and sports pitches maintain relatively open appearance and 
feel;

• Views southwards from the northern edge of Ponteland extend to the 
High Callerton ridge;
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Geology and soils
The underlying geology of an area is often largely hidden from view 
but has a strong influence on its character, having been shaped 
by natural processes including erosion and sedimentation over 
millions of years. These processes help to define the landform, soils, 
vegetation, drainage and building materials which are common in an 
area. 

Bedrock comprises mudstone and limestone of the Stainmore 
Formation, which was formed in marginal coastal plains with lakes 
and swamps periodically inundated by the sea; or estuaries and 
deltas, and shallow seas. Superficial deposits are predominantly of 
Devensian Till formed during the Ice Age by glaciers scouring the 
landscape, depositing moraines of till with sand and gravel deposits 
from post glacial meltwaters.

Along the Pont Valley are undifferentiated river terrace deposits of 
gravel, sand and silt with smaller amounts of alluvium. This extends 
north and south from Ponteland along smaller streams feeding the 
River Pont. 

To the west, soils are slowly permeable, seasonally wet, acid loamy 
and clayey and as such are low in fertility with impeded drainage. 
Soils in the east are similar but base-rich loamy and clayey soils with 
moderate fertility and impeded drainage. 

Topography and Hydrology
Landform within the parish is gently undulating. At its lowest point, 
to the east near the River Pont, land lies at approximately 50m Above 
Ordnance Datum (AOD) rising to 100m AOD at Milbourne to the 
north-west. To the south, Callerton Common is the highest part of 
the parish at 145m AOD.

The River Pont, which is a tributary of the River Blyth, runs west to 
east through the parish with several smaller streams feeding it from 
the west. These are Cadgers Burn, Cag Burn, Mill Burn, Coldcotes 
Burn and Small Burn. A further stream, Med Burn, feeds the River 
Pont from the south near the village of Medburn. 

Figure 4: Topography and Hydrology
Contains OS data © Crown Copyright (2017) 

© Getmapping plc © (2017) GeoEye © 
(2017) Intermap Earthstar Geographics  SIO 

© (2017) Microsoft Corporation
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Movement and Connectivity
The Ponteland Bridge acts as a gateway to the village. Nodal points occur at 
the centre of the village within its historic core at the junction of A696/Cheviot 
View and North Road. Proximity to Newcastle International Airport creates 
another node south of the parish on the A696. Villages within the parish form 
locally important centres of activity.

The A696 forms a primary route running north-west to south-east between 
Newcastle upon Tyne and Edinburgh. A secondary route is the B6323 which 
leads southwards between Ogle and Callerton. Other minor routes traverse 
the parish connecting the villages of Milbourne, Higham Dykes, Berwick Hill, 
Prestwick, Medburn and Dalton. These tend to radiate from the town and 
comprise North Road, Berwick Hill Road, Main Street, Middle Drive/Western 
Way and Limestone Lane.

Historically a branch line of the North Eastern Railway (later part of LNER) 
connected the historic core of Ponteland to Newcastle. Disused since 1929 
along with Ponteland station, this now provides two Public Rights of Way 
(PRoW) through the town. 

Footpaths within the parish are concentrated within the south-west, notably 
by the River Pont, and around the village of Milbourne to the north-west. 
Route 10 of the National Cycle Network passes through the parish, following 
the disused railway line west to east and continuing on further traffic-free 
trails east of Ponteland. This route connects Cockermouth and North Shields 
via the Kielder Forest and Carlisle. Local cycle paths run along the disused 
railway line running north-south and the B6545. 

Figure 5: Movement and Connectivity Contains OS data © Crown Copyright (2017)
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Land use
Urban development within the parish is concentrated within the town of 
Ponteland with the remaining area utilised predominantly as agricultural 
farmland. Several villages lie within the parish with numerous isolated 
farmsteads and related businesses dispersed throughout. 

The rural nature of the parish and location North West of Newcastle Upon 
Tyne is considered neither Most Tranquil nor Least Tranquil as defined by 
the Tranquillity Map produced by the Campaign for Rural England (CPRE). 
Tranquillity is related to levels of noise and here contributing factors are the 
amount of traffic passing through the parish and activity associated with 
Newcastle International Airport. 

To the north of the parish lies Kirkley Hall Zoological Gardens and to the 
immediate north of the village of Ponteland lies the Northumbria Police 
headquarters. Several areas serving recreational needs of the residents of the 
town lie to the east. These are Ponteland Golf course and Ponteland Leisure 
Centre. A garden centre is located on Ponteland Road north of Newcastle 
International Airport. 

The northern end of Ponteland contains the main retail destinations and civic 
amenities of the town. The former includes a trading estate and associated 
car parks within the area of Meadowfield. To the east of Thornhill Road lie 
Richard Coates Church of England Middle School, Ponteland First School and 
Ponteland Care Home. Along the B6323/Callerton Lane, to the eastern edge of 
Ponteland, lies Ponteland Community Middle and High Schools. 

Figure 6: Land Use Contains OS data © Crown Copyright (2017)
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Landscape/urban structure and built form
Ponteland village lies in the centre of the parish with the surrounding rural 
landscape providing a setting for the village. This comprises medium to large 
scale fields with maintained hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Woodland blocks 
are sparsely distributed over the west of the parish, smaller less numerous 
blocks lie to the east. Woodland is also notable along the course of the River 
Pont.

The historic core of the village is located at the roundabout of North Road and 
Main Street. The village retains a rural character due to the scale of buildings 
throughout and the historic landmarks within this historic core of Ponteland 
Bridge and St Mary the Virgin. The village generally comprises post 1950s 
development: Modern detached development clustered around cul-de-sacs to 
the north and east with early development extending along the the A696 and 
North Road. 60s retail development is located at Merton Way to the west of 
the historic core contrasting with its pavement-edge terraced development.

Built form is generally of regular, even grain throughout the village with street 
section, plot size and road layout affecting enclosure and spatial quality. 
Narrower streets and cul-de-sacs within the village having an intimate sense 
of space, while wider, longer streets with off street parking and larger private 
gardens within Darras Hall Estate generally feel less welcoming.  

To the south the larger part of the settlement owes much of its character 
to the Darras Hall Estate. This comprises suburban townscape of detached 
houses, with large, generally consistent plot sizes (originally of 5 acres) with 
hedged boundaries and semi-mature trees; Earlier, smaller houses and 
bungalows within relatively large plots; and larger, newer houses within 
relatively small plots utilising ‘back-lands’. The entire estate‘s structure 
is loosely grid based in contrast to the village which is less structured 
and composed of several smaller developments. Here density of built 
form increases to the south resulting in higher quantities of access roads. 
Larger plots with substantial gardens mainly to the rear, are located along 
Runnymede Road and the north side of Darras Road. While residential 
development consists mainly of semi-detached properties to the north west, 
overall Ponteland has a higher percentage (65%) of detached housing than the 
county average (25%) due to it‘s dominance with the Darras Hall Estate.

Figure 7: Settlement and Heritage Assets Contains OS data © Crown Copyright (2017)
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Figure 8: Heritage Assets Within Ponteland Village Contains OS data © Crown Copyright (2017)
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Green Space and Public Realm
Ponteland Park provides the main area of public green space within Ponteland. 
Located south of the A696, this park encompasses a length of the River Pont 
and extends to the rear of residential properties along Runnymede Road. 
The Darras Hall Estate extends south-west from the park, leaving the park’s 
western edge to continue into open farmland. The park comprises mown grass 
with semi to mature trees and tree groups throughout. 

Coates Green is the most prominent public space in the village. Located south 
of the churhc of St Mary the Virgin, this maintains the rural village character of 
Ponteland and provides  space for public art.

There are further public green spaces within the village. The Green is a 
triangular, grassed area at the end of Jackson avenue providing amentiy for 
residents of adjoining houses. A similar space, with several trees lies within 
the crescent of Thornhill Road. Further informal grassed areas exist off Kirkley 
Drive, Simonside View and isolated within residential development between 
Dunsgreen and Callerton View, and between Jackson Avenue and Pont view. 
Isolated within the Darras Hall Estate between Middle Drive and Eastern Way, 
an undeveloped area (Darras Hall Grassland SSSI) provides further public 
green space. 

Traffic-free, tree lined cycle routes run along the disused railway line and to 
the south of Darras Road, providing green links to the wider area. Due to even 
plot size with mature trees present within curtilages, the estate maintains 
relatively strong green links to the surrounding countryside. The main roads 
into the village centre, North Road, Cheviot View, Callerton Road and West 
Road also provide weaker green links.

Merton Way provides a pedestrianised area of shops with typical high street 
retail off Thornhill Road, extending into a landscaped area adjacent to West 
Road. This also provides a feature of local interest as the former site of the 
railway line. Off Broadway, another area of typical high street retail exists 
with some street trees and street furniture present offering an alternative to 
Merton Way.

Looking at Main Street from Coates GreenPonteland Park

Thornhill RoadPonteland Park

The GreenDarras Hall Grasslands SSSI
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Typcial bin in the village Signage within Ponteland Park Ponteland Park entrance on the A696

Benches on Broadway Typical interpretation board in the village

The disused railway line Typical interpretation board in the Darras Hall Estate Signage on Broadway



30

PONTELAND HERITAGE AND CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

Views
Due to topography of the parish and the pattern of built form within the 
village of Ponteland, intervisibility is restricted. From the north, partial views 
are available of the village from Limestone Lane, Smallburn and Berwick 
Hill Road. Views from these locations reveal a rural setting for the village, 
comprising agricultural fields, well-maintained hedgerows and hedgerow 
trees. Seen in the distance, the village lies below surrounding land, partially 
obscuring development. Additionally, the Darras Hall Estate is partially 
obscured by mature woodland along the River Pont. Limestone Lane, following 
a ridgeline parallel to a tributary of the River Pont, marks the northern 
boundary of intervisibility between Ponteland and its rural setting.

From the east views are partially obscured by woodland blocks at the 
Ponteland Golf Course, to the north of Prestwick and to the east of Ridgely 
Drive. The intervening landscape consists of large arable fields.

From the south east, views from the B6545 are of the more urban edge of the 
village with Ponteland Community School dominating. Housing development 
is partially obscured by mature trees within curtilages. Intervening land is 
agricultural.

Raised landform south of Darras Hall Estate, allows views to and from 
Stamfordham Road and Western Way. From here, the medium density built 
form within the estate is visible but partially obscured by large mature trees 
within gardens. Agricultural land provides the setting for the village.

Hedgerows and trees within the flatter intervening farmland in the west 
obscures much of the village from view.

Views within Darras Hall are limited to long narrow views along roads. These 
typically comprise fences and/or hedges to curtilages with mature trees and 
houses of varied architectural style within. Views to surrounding countryside 
are limited to properties on the edges of the estate. Similarly, properties on 
the edge of the village north of the A696 access views to the surrounding 
farmland. Within this area, built form obscures most views. Pattern of 
development, scale of buildings and lack of mature trees within private 
gardens here lends an open quality to views absent from those within the 
Darras Hall Estate.

Views of the Blackbird Inn are available from North Road, opposite the church 
of St Mary The Virgin and its churchyard. Views here contain mature trees and 
are characteristically historic. This is emphasised by the restored fourteenth 
century pele tower nearby that is a notable landmark within the parish and 
various other heritage assets nearby. While these views are quite open in 
character, they are short in distance. Views incorporating the Ponteland Bridge 
and semi-natural vegetation along the banks of the River Pont are short in 
distance but characteristic of the village, ensuring its role as gateway to the 
village.

Looking south from North Road

Looking east along the A696, Fox Covert Lane to the right

The historic core viewed from Ponteland Bridge

Looking north east from Western Way to the rear of Hadrian Court

Looking south to Ponteland from Grange Lea

Looking south from Berwick Hill Road
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Cultural associations
Proximity to Newcastle upon Tyne and Newcastle International Airport has 
made Ponteland popular as a residential area with celebrities and professional 
sportspeople from the region, including footballer Alan Shearer.

The remains of a small castle or tower house, largely destroyed by the Scottish 
army under the Earl of Douglas, the day before the 1388 Battle of Otterburn 
are incorporated into the building now occupied by the Blackbird Inn.

During the Jacobite rebellion of 1745 Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince 
Charlie), bathed at a Ponteland public house, now called ‘The Highlander’.

Looking east along Darras Road

Looking west from Edge Hill

Looking west onto Middle Drive

Looking west along Darras Road

Typical houses on Woodside

Typical houses on Woodside
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MANAGING CHANGE
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• Buildings of both polite and vernacular architectural styles enhance 
diversity and visual interest in the built environment of the historic core of 
the settlement.

• Public footpaths along the disused railway line retaining and preserving 
railway architecture, such as the bridge over the River Pont reveal the 
history of the area and encourage a stronger sense of identity.

• The high proportion of detached and semi detached properties and 
restricted height within Darras Hall estate, makes for an open, low 
settlement in keeping with the rural context. High quantities of large front 
gardens help maintain a generally consistent open quality to the village. 

• To the north of the village, residential developments are generally 
organised around narrower, shorter, curving access roads with cul-de-sacs. 
These provide an intimate sense of scale, lend a sense of security and 
clearly define these areas as residential. 

Issues to be addressed
The following issues have been identified which could be addressed through 
new development or active management. These consist of inter-related 
factors combining to dilute the character of the parish but are principally 
related to changing patterns of settlement, changing land use, and increasing 
road traffic. 

• Larger scale modern buildings, such as the Waitrose building and 
apartments on West Road, detract from the setting of nearby heritage 
assets and the character of the area which is largely characterised by small 
grain development focussed on linear routes. Therefore such development 
should be carefully considered to ensure that it respects the urban 
grain and streetscape, enhancing the character and appearance of the 
conservation areas and other heritage assets where possible. 

• The removal of boundary planting and construction of hard boundaries 
to plots to satisfy the executive market and accommodate larger builds, 
affects the character of street space, and has degraded the Garden City 
character of Darras Hall Estate;

• The character of rural landscape is sensitive to changes in agricultural 
practice and changes in settlement patterns. In common with many rural 
settlements, Ponteland parish is under pressure from these changes, the 
immediate concerns being restated here as:

• Decreasing historic field patterns, associated enclosure and its 
characteristic hedgerows and hedgerow trees – Increasing mechanisation 
and use of chemicals has led to larger fields with fewer bounding elements 
traditionally associated with the English countryside;

• Decreasing tree cover both in hedgerows and in blocks – Increasing 
efficiency in agricultural practice has resulted in increased use of land 
within fields for farming. Corners and previously unworkable areas are 
being incorporated into modern fields where previously these would have 
provided small spaces for woodland or meadow to develop; and

• Increasing road traffic, traffic noise and pressure to increase traffic 
infrastructure – Roads have historically provided an avenue for settlement 

Managing Change
The character of Ponteland described earlier is the result of a range of 
interactions between natural and human processes. This evolution is 
supported by the section on historical development, which describes how 
the structure and character of the area has changed over time. Together this 
provides a baseline against which change can be monitored and managed. 

The evolution of the landscape will continue and therefore the management 
of change is essential to ensure that sustainable social, environmental and 
economic outcomes are achieved. This section therefore considers various 
factors which may influence change and inform the policies set out in the 
Ponteland Neighbourhood Plan. 

Positive aspects of character
There are a number of positive aspects of character which should be 
sustained, reinforced or enhanced. These relate to the rural character of the 
parish, the historic core of the village of Ponteland and the unique garden city 
type development of the Darras Hall Estate. 

• Surrounding rural landscape with hedgerows and hedgerow trees 
characteristic of enclosure provide a setting to settlement within the 
parish.

• The parish is relatively tranquillity despite proximity to Newcastle 
International Airport due to limited major transport infrastructure.

• Darras Hall Estate evolved over 100 years on the principle of the original 
garden city concept with low housing density, eclectic mix, size, age and 
style of houses with mature trees and hedgerows providing green routes 
through the estate.

• High levels of greenery providing visual amenity and habitats for wildlife  
are enabled by mature planting within private gardens in Darras Hall 
Estate.

• The historic core of Ponteland retains many characteristic buildings, 
tight grained pavement edge properties and other heritage assets, 
with a unified sense of character due to use of harmonising common 
architectural motifs. It‘s location on the River Pont provides a focus to the 
village with views providing a sense of arrival and identity as a destination 
point. 

• The rural village character is maintained with the historic core around 
Ponteland Bridge,  Coates Green, St Mary the Virgin church and Main 
Street still providing the natural focus of the village. These provide the 
main landmarks and focal points of views, the main public space and main 
node for tranport links within the village.

• Poor quality new development around the periphery of the Ponteland 
Conservation Area is largely well screened protecting the setting of the 
conservation area.

• High Callerton Conservation Area is isolated from pockets of later 
development and retains its hamlet character with the agricultural origins 
of the settlement readily legible. 

growth. Modern development associated with road improvements 
are often of or contains structures of an inappropriate scale to the 
surrounding rural context.

Within the village of Ponteland, change to its historic development pattern has 
affected its character raising issues related to:

• Decreasing rural setting – Presently, the edge between the village and 
surrounding countryside is defined but continuing development is eroding 
this distinction and detracting from the setting;

• Decreasing tree numbers along roads – Many trees along the roads 
within the village have reached a stage of maturity that necessitates their 
removal for safety reasons. Located within private gardens, this link to the 
countryside is important for ecological reasons and for visual amenity;

• Decreasing public space with development in Ponteland Park – New 
development within the vicinity of Ponteland Park adjacent to the River 
Pont has detracted from a vital source of public and visual amenity. While 
the park currently has a distinct woodland quality, further encroachment 
by development within the vicinity of the River Pont would affect this;

• Decreasing retail centre within the village – While the historic core of 
the village still retains some retail, and some new retail in the shape of a 
Waitrose supermarket, offer is lacking. Typical traditional shops redolent 
of rural villages are conspicuous by their absence and this may be due 
to the creation of several competing retail locations at Merton Way and 
Broadway in Darras Hall;

• Decreasing maintenance of prominent buildings – Older buildings in 
the village contribute to the development of its character but this is 
undermined by their state of repair, often being poorly maintained or even 
vacant;

• Increasing visual separation from the rural context – Rural villages 
maintain their character with visual connections to their setting afforded 
by low density of development and/or smaller scale of constituent 
buildings. While the village maintains the scale of individual residential 
buildings and developments, cumulatively they obscure views from within 
the village to adjacent countryside. Similarly, where larger scale buildings 
have been introduced to the area, intervisibilty has been weakened. At 
present larger buildings are mostly located to the south west of Ponteland, 
and it is in this area that the rural village character is least strong;

• Encroaching development potentially joining the village with Newcastle 
International Airport – While development along roads is typical of 
urban growth, it contains the potential for agglomeration. For Ponteland 
there is the additional potential threat of being subsumed by Newcastle 
International Airport; and

• Encroaching development potentially assimilating other villages into 
Ponteland – Local distinctiveness is vital to character and identity. For 
smaller villages and hamlets near to Ponteland, it poses a threat to their 
unique character and their incorporation into Ponteland may dilute its 
own unique qualities.

The Garden City character of Darras Hall Estate at its inception is currently 
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under pressure from the demand for executive/upper end housing. Combined 
with the limiting factor of the surrounding Green Belt, this area is undergoing 
significant change that potentially may change the character of the parish 
as a whole. Factors outlined below may thus have an impact on landscape 
character beyond the limits of the estate: 

• Decreasing historic building pattern – Subdivision of plots is eroding the 
original garden city quality of the estate, resulting in much denser pattern 
of housing and increasing the urban quality of the area;

• Decreasing presence of vernacular elements – Recent development 
is aimed at executive/upper end housing and resultantly includes 
architectural styling from a variety of sources, many of which are neo-
classical and represent a contrast to local vernacular;

• Decreasing use of local materials – Recent developments using red brick 
contrast with the buff limestone historically used for buildings in the area, 
this material also being characteristic of dense housing and/or urban 
development;

• Increasing number of long private driveways – Recent development set 
back from roads and behind a parallel row of houses are out of keeping 
with the design intentions of the estate and are contributing to a greater 
sense of enclosure;

• Increasing uniformity of dwellings – Modern construction techniques and 
the aesthetic choices made by developers to appeal to aspiring home 
owners is driving the appearance and thus the character of housing in the 
estate. Elements and materials of the local architectural vernacular are 
being ignored to the detriment of the estate’s character. Unchecked, there 
is potential for this to develop into monotony over such a large area.

• Increasing sense of enclosure due to building density – Increasing density 
of built form combined with wide street section and prominent boundary 
treatments within some areas of Darras  Hall Estate create an atmosphere 
lacking the intimacy of other developments within the village; 

• Increasing visual separation from the rural context – While private gardens 
currently provide open space for residents, the lack of public space 
and private gardens of substantial size have combined to block views 
outwards to the countryside, depriving the estate of the rural context that 
characterises Ponteland as a parish; and

• Decreasing legibility – As built form extends within the village the loss of 
essential sightlines within and outwards to the surrounding landscape 
decreases the legibility of areas away from the landmarks of the historic 
core. Within the Darras Hall Estate particularly, areas of undifferentiated 
character combined with dominance of private properties impede 
orientation and location finding within the estate, where signage is lacking 
and not necessarily appropriate to the residential quality of the estate.

Sensitivity to change
Open areas surrounding key listed buildings are sensitive to change. The 
Blackbird Inn is surrounded by car parking and is sensitive to incremental 
change and alterations to the area surrounding it due to its function as a 
restaurant. Poorly designed boundary treatments, paving and a proliferation 

of visual clutter such as inappropriate seating, advertising and other signage 
can distract from the setting of a listed building. 

The setting of loose grain undesignated buildings within the Darras Hall 
Estate, such as 8 & 10 Darras Road, are particularly sensitive to larger scale 
neighbouring developments and the reduction of plot size.

High Callerton is a very small village, and its location on higher ground to 
the south-east of Darras Hall allows views into and out of the surrounding 
countryside which allow it to retain its rural character. Any large developments 
to the east of Darras Hall of South-east of Ponteland would be in view from 
the conservation area  and this will require consideration if any further 
development of Darras Hall Estate is proposed.

There are also some elements which are particularly sensitive to change. 
These relate to:

• Heritage asset and their landscape settings - The Blackbird Inn is 
surrounded by car parking and is sensitive to incremental change and 
alterations to the area surrounding it due to its function as a restaurant. 
Poorly designed boundary treatments, paving and a proliferation of visual 
clutter such as inappropriate seating, advertising and other signage can 
detract from the setting of a listed building;

• The setting of loose grain undesignated buildings within the Darras Hall 
Estate - Buildings such as 8 & 10 Darras Road, are particularly sensitive to 
larger scale neighbouring developments and the reduction of plot size;

• High Callerton Conservation Area - High Callerton is a very small village, 
and its location on higher ground to the south-east of Darras Hall allows 
views into and out of the surrounding countryside which allow it to retain 
its rural character. These views are sensitive to any large developments to 
the east of Darras Hall or south-east of Ponteland;

• Larger plots within Darras Hall Estate - Plots along Runnymede Road and 
the north side of Darras Road are larger that the majority of plots within 
Darras Hall Estate and are sensitive to the increasing size of new houses 
and subdivision of plots;

• Ponteland Conservation Area - This area surrounding the historic core of 
Ponteland is sensitive to traffic levels, loss of vegetation, inappropriate 
signage or advertising;

• Views from Western Way - The southern edge of Darras Hall Estate backs 
onto open farmland on a prominent slope. One of the few accessible 
views into the estate, this view is vulnerable to change of land use;

• Green infrastructure - Mature trees and woodland within Ponteland Park, 
along the River Pont and along the primary roads into the village provide 
green links to the surrounding landscape and are senstive to  change in 
the built environment; and

• Publicly accessible green space -  Coates Green, Darras Hall Grassland 
SSSI and other areas of public green space are particularly vulnerable to 
development.

Character Management Principles
Demand for high-end housing within Darras Hall Estate is exerting pressure 
to expand the area it covers and the size of residential buildings present. 
Resulting associated pressure is being put on the surrounding Green Belt, on 
woodland areas along the River Pont and on the quality of the historic village 
centre. 

While the strength of the historic village centre as a retail destination and 
community hub is being weakened by competing areas at Merton Way and 
Broadway within Darras Hall Estate, nearby heritage assets and its nodal 
function remain undiminished. Potential exists to develop these qualities and 
build on the presence of a small number of independent shops and Waitrose 
at Brewery Lane. Improving the appeal of the historic core would encourage 
better building maintenance, the presence of higher end retail, improving the 
appeal of the area and may ultimately raise the quality of housing in the area. 
Similarly, while visual access to the surrounding countryside is slowly being 
diminished along with green elements including trees, incorporating elements 
like street trees would provide visible links to the surrounding countryside 
while connecting the interior of the settlement with the surrounding 
environment.

In order to address the issues highlighted above, principles for managing 
change in this area should focus on sustaining, reinforcing or enhancing those 
aspects which are key contributors to local distinctiveness. The following 
principles should be considered when defining policies with respect to 
heritage and character:

• Modern development should conserve and, wherever possible, enhance 
Ponteland’s distinctive local village character. This includes shopfronts 
along West Road and Cheviot View. The size, shape, colour, style of 
lettering and materials should be sympathetic to the building and the area, 
and should consider the relationship between neighbouring buildings;

• Designs for new buildings, within or adjacent to conservation areas should 
respond to local architectural vernacular building materials, height, scale 
and massing.

• The local list of heritage assets, as identified by the Ponteland Civic 
Society, should be taken into consideration in the production of any 
formally adopted Local List by Northumberland County Council; 

• The density and pattern of development on the village periphery should 
take account of its rural setting and the density and pattern of adjacent 
development;

• Characteristic open areas at Coates Green and Ponteland Park should be 
maintained and enhanced;

• Developments including larger buildings should be located where existing 
buildings are of similar scale;

• Open landscape between Ponteland and Newcastle International Airport 
should be protected to maintain separation between the two;

• Open landscape between Ponteland and the villages of Prestwick and 
Medburn should be protected to prevent their agglomeration into 
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Ponteland; and

• Public green space within the village should be reviewed for local 
protection to ensure availbility to the public for future generations.

In addition to policy protection, this assessment has identified projects or 
initiatives which could be financed through the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) and Section 106 (S106) contributions, or if the project is not eligible 
for these mechanisms, through other means of funding or delivery. CIL is 
a tool for local authorities to levy contributions from developers to help 
deliver infrastructure projects which benefit the local community – for more 
information, see http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/
community-infrastructure-levy/. 

Section 106 agreements are site-specific and put in place to make it possible 
to approve a planning application that might not otherwise be acceptable 
in planning terms – for example, the provision of new green space. It is 
recommended to seek advice from the Local Planning Authority on what types 
of project can be funded through CIL and S106.

Projects and initiatives identified as having potential to be brought forward by 
CIL, BID, S106 or other means include:

• Establishing a local Business Improvement District to enable local 
businesses to contribute towards improvements to the village;

• Opportunities to improve access for pedestrians to the River Pont should 
be considered, including interpretation boards providing information 
about the landscape and heritage within the area;

• The open countryside surrounding the settlements in the parish should be 
sustained through planned, active management; 

• Recreational assets within the parish should continue to be well-
maintained and well-signed;

• Improvements to play and recreational facilities; and

• Provision of street trees.

Planning Policy Recommendations
Implementation of the character management principes outlined above would 
be best served by development of specific planning policies related to them. 
Recommended policies are suggested for the following areas:

• Housing design: A policy regarding the layout, scale and character of 
housing developments should be developed taking into account the 
qualities of existing development and the relationship between housing 
and the rural setting of the village;

• Provision of public space: A policy seeking to protect existing public space 
of amenity value for the amenity of future residents should be developed 
to ensure its continued availability;

• Green infrastructure: Consideration should be given to the extension of 
existing green infrastucture with the strategic linking of existing green 
corridors including Ponteland Park and the planting of street trees within 

Shops at Main Street
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the village and Darras Hall Estate; and

• Developing the historic core: The development of a policy outlining 
measures to promote the historic core as the retail centre of the village 
should be undertaken and should include guidelines for the maintenance 
of key heritage assets within the area. 

Next steps and sources of further information 
and support
This study is intended to provide evidence to support the development 
of policies with respect to heritage and character for the Ponteland 
Neighbourhood Plan. As such, it does not provide a comprehensive overview 
of contribution of individual buildings, streets or spaces to the character of the 
area. It should be considered alongside other evidence gathered through the 
plan making process, such as detailed policy reviews, consultation responses 
and site options assessments and the evidence base of the Northumberland 
Local Plan.

Other work which would strengthen the evidence base and provide a basis for 
monitoring and managing future change includes:

Production of a design guide to promote positive engagement with local 
architectural vernacular within new development.

A wealth of further information and support is available to assist Ponteland 
in applying the principles set out in this assessment. The Locality website is a 
useful starting point and is updated regularly. Current guidance which may be 
of interest includes:

Community Rights and Heritage, July 2016: http://mycommunity.org.uk/
resources/community-rights-and-heritage/ 

Heritage in Neighbourhood Plans, July 2016: http://mycommunity.org.uk/
news/heritage-in-neighbourhood-plans/

Design in Neighbourhood Planning, February 2016: http://mycommunity.org.
uk/resources/design-in-neighbourhood-planning/

Further technical support is also available to priority neighbourhood planning 
groups and forums through Locality, funded by DCLG. The other packages of 
support currently available are:

• Housing Advice and Assessment;

• Site options and assessment;

• Urban Design and Masterplanning, including Design Codes;

• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA);

• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA);

• Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA);

• Viability of proposals;

• Evidence Base and Policy Reviews;

• Facilitation Support;

• Technical Facilitation; and

• Healthcheck prior to examination.

Further information is available in the Neighbourhood Planning Grant 
Guidance Notes produced by Locality: http://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/
guidance-notes-neighbourhood-planning/ 
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LIST 
ENTRY

NAME LOCATION GRADE EASTING NORTHING LISTDATE

1042684 PIGSTY APPROXIMATELY 20 YARDS NORTH OF MILBOURNE HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 411251 574412 22/08/1986
1042685 TOMB OF SIR CHARLES OGLE APPROXIMATELY 40 YARDS NORTH OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416576 572996 22/08/1986
1042686 GRACE HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 15 YARDS NORTH-WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416563 572971 22/08/1986
1042687 PEARSON AND POTTS HEADSTONES APPROXIMATELY 5 YARDS WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416564 572954 22/08/1986
1042688 BELL HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 10 YARDS SOUTH-WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416564 572944 22/08/1986
1042689 FORSTER AND TURNBULL HEADSTONES APPROXIMATELY APPROXIMATELY 10 YARDS SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416585 572936 22/08/1986
1042690 THE BLACKBIRD INN Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II* 416535 572993 27/08/1952
1042691 BLOCKS 9-10 AND 11-12 Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415510 574105 22/08/1986
1042692 BLOCK 27 Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415426 574010 22/08/1986
1042693 GARDEN WALLS SOUTH AND EAST OF PRESTWICK HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 418110 572426 22/08/1986
1042705 BENRIDGE HALL COTTAGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415123 575948 28/04/1969

1042706 GATEWAY APPROXIMATELY 440 YARDS EAST OF BENRIDGE HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415322 575940 22/08/1986
1042707 BIRNEY HILL HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE15 II 414938 569953 22/08/1986
1042708 DISSINGTON HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II* 411780 571742 27/08/1952
1042709 STABLE BLOCK ATTACHED TO NORTH OF DISSINGTON HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 411769 571807 22/08/1986
1042710 EAST GATEWAY TO DISSINGTON HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 412025 571747 22/08/1986
1042711 BIRNEY HILL HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE15 II 414668 569604 22/08/1986
1042712 EACHWICK BRIDGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 412040 571076 22/08/1986
1042713 HIGHAM DYKES Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 413370 575285 27/08/1952
1042714 HIGHAM DYKES FARMHOUSE AND ATTACHED SHELTER SHEDS Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 413326 575362 22/08/1986
1042715 GATEWAY APPROXIMATELY 20 YARDS WEST OF CALLERTON HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416029 570480 22/08/1986
1042716 CALLERTON HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416064 570512 28/04/1969
1042717 FARMBUILDINGS ATTACHED TO WEST OF BANK HEAD HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415298 577286 22/08/1986
1042718 STABLE BLOCK AT KIRKLEY HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415071 577230 28/04/1969
1042719 SOUTH LODGE AND GATEPIERS Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415162 576637 28/04/1969
1042720 THE OLD RECTORY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II* 416539 572906 27/08/1952
1042721 VICARAGE TOWER Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416475 572838 27/08/1952
1042722 THE SEVEN STARS PUBLIC HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416519 572806 22/08/1986
1042723 OUTBUILDINGS ATTACHED TO OLD DISSINGTON FARMHOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 412740 570413 22/08/1986
1042724 HIGH HOUSE FARM COTTAGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 411172 574179 22/08/1986
1042725 MILBOURNE HALL AND STABLE BLOCK Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 I 411308 574394 27/08/1952
1042745 THE BADGER INN Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 417780 571963 22/08/1986
1042746 BENRIDGE HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 414999 575757 28/04/1969
1156437 DISSINGTON BRIDGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 412544 570931 22/08/1986
1156447 WINDMILL APPROXIMATELY 20 YARDS NORTH OF FORGE COTTAGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE15 II 414683 569638 22/08/1986
1156456 THE FARMHOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415316 575033 28/04/1969
1156463 GARDEN WALL AND DOVECOTE ATTACHED TO EAST OF ELAND HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 417143 573334 28/04/1969
1156486 STABLES AND CARRIAGE HOUSE ATTACHED TO NORTH-WEST OF HIGHAM DYKES Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 413345 575277 22/08/1986
1156492 SUNDIAL APPROXIMATELY 30 YARDS SOUTH OF HIGHAM DYKES Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 413384 575243 22/08/1986
1156555 NEWTON COTTAGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416101 570514 22/08/1986
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LIST 
ENTRY

NAME LOCATION GRADE EASTING NORTHING LISTDATE

1156880 KIRKLEY HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415038 577210 27/08/1952
1156901 OBELISK APPROXIMATELY 440 YARDS SOUTH-WEST OF KIRKLEY HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 414655 576939 27/08/1952
1156960 GATEPIERS AND GARDEN WALL TO EAST OF THE OLD RECTORY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416553 572891 28/04/1969
1156977 21-25, MAIN STREET Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416501 572806 22/08/1986
1156995 HIGH HOUSE FARMHOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 411193 574192 22/08/1986
1157033 WALL RAILINGS AND GATE, EAST OF CHURCH OF HOLY SAVIOUR Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 411743 575073 22/08/1986
1157156 ELAND LODGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416570 573147 28/04/1969
1157176 BLOCKS 1-2 AND 3-4 Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415375 574026 22/08/1986
1178626 BLOCK 13 Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415588 574096 22/08/1986
1178694 WEST HOUSE FARMHOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415160 572654 22/08/1986
1302308 BATH HOUSE APPROXIMATELY 20 YARDS SOUTH-EAST OF PRESTWICK HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 418068 572414 22/08/1986
1302332 WATER TOWER IN GARDEN OF PINE DENE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE15 II 412904 569567 28/04/1969
1302598 12 AND 14, MAIN STREET Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416442 572822 28/04/1969
1302609 OLD DISSINGTON FARMHOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 412716 570405 27/08/1952
1302792 BANK HEAD HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415323 577283 22/08/1986
1302816 CALLERTON HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416063 570479 27/08/1952
1302824 GARDEN WALLS AND GATEWAYS AOUTH OF ORIEL HOUSE AND COACH HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416086 570460 22/08/1986
1302918 WESTGATE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 412936 575844 22/08/1986
1370712 GINGANG AT DISSINGTON RED HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 411856 572791. 28/04/1969
1370713 ELAND HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 417111 573332 27/08/1952
1370714 SUMMER HOUSE AND GARDEN WALL WEST AND SOUTH OF HIGHAM DYKES Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 413366 575223 28/04/1969
1370715 ORIEL HOUSE AND COACH HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416072 570475 22/08/1986
1370716 REBELLION HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416151 570494 27/08/1952
1370717 GARDEN WALLS AT DISSINGTON OLD HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 412656 570363 22/08/1986
1370718 CHURCH OF HOLY SAVIOUR Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 411716 575071 22/08/1986
1370729 3 AND 5, BELL VILLAS Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416666 572892 28/04/1969
1370736 CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 I 416590 572955 28/04/1969
1370737 WARWICK GRAVESTONE APPROXIMATELY APPROXIMATELY 10 YARDS WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416561 572960 22/08/1986
1370738 TONES AND SHIRETON HEADSTONES APPROXIMATELY 10 YARDS SOUTH-WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416571 572940 22/08/1986
1370739 CHARLTON HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 3 YARDS SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416592 572941 22/08/1986
1370740 BLOCKS 5-6 AND 7-8 Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415435 574074 22/08/1986
1370741 PRESTWICK HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II* 418043 572424 22/08/1986
1370746 COACH HOUSE APPROXIMATELY 30 YARDS NORTH-EAST OF BENRIDGE HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 415004 575794 28/04/1969
1370747 SOUTH-EAST FARMHOUSE AND COTTAGE WITH ATTACHED CARTSHED Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 417507 575541 22/08/1986
1370748 GATEWAY APPROXIMATELY 50 YARDS SOUTH OF BIRNEY HILL HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE15 II 414955 569887 22/08/1986
1370749 TERRACE WALL AND RAILINGS TO SOUTH OF DISSINGTON HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE18 II 411780 571715 22/08/1986
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ID ListEntry Name Location Grade Easting Northing
1 1042685 TOMB OF SIR CHARLES OGLE APPROXIMATELY 40 YARDS NORTH OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416576 572996.4
2 1042686 GRACE HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 15 YARDS NORTH-WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416563 572971.4
3 1042687 PEARSON AND POTTS HEADSTONES APPROXIMATELY 5 YARDS WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416564 572954.4
4 1042688 BELL HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 10 YARDS SOUTH-WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416564 572944.4
5 1042689 FORSTER AND TURNBULL HEADSTONES APPROXIMATELY APPROXIMATELY 10 YARDS SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416585 572936.4
6 1042690 THE BLACKBIRD INN Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II* 416535 572993.4
7 1042715 GATEWAY APPROXIMATELY 20 YARDS WEST OF CALLERTON HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416029 570480.4
8 1042716 CALLERTON HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416064 570512.4
9 1042720 THE OLD RECTORY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II* 416539.2 572906.2
10 1042721 VICARAGE TOWER Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416475 572838.4
11 1042722 THE SEVEN STARS PUBLIC HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416519.5 572807
12 1156463 GARDEN WALL AND DOVECOTE ATTACHED TO EAST OF ELAND HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 417143 573334.4
13 1156555 NEWTON COTTAGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416101.9 570514.7
14 1156960 GATEPIERS AND GARDEN WALL TO EAST OF THE OLD RECTORY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416553 572891.4
15 1156977 21-25, MAIN STREET Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416501.3 572806.3
16 1157156 ELAND LODGE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416570 573147.4
17 1302598 12 AND 14, MAIN STREET Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416442 572822.4
18 1302816 CALLERTON HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416063 570479.4
19 1302824 GARDEN WALLS AND GATEWAYS AOUTH OF ORIEL HOUSE AND COACH HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416086 570460.4
20 1370713 ELAND HALL Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 417111 573332.4
21 1370715 ORIEL HOUSE AND COACH HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416072.1 570475.4
22 1370716 REBELLION HOUSE Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416151 570494.4
23 1370729 3 AND 5, BELL VILLAS Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416666 572892.4
24 1370736 CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 I 416590.3 572955.1
25 1370737 WARWICK GRAVESTONE APPROXIMATELY APPROXIMATELY 10 YARDS WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416561 572960.4
26 1370738 TONES AND SHIRETON HEADSTONES APPROXIMATELY 10 YARDS SOUTH-WEST OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416571 572940.4
27 1370739 CHARLTON HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 3 YARDS SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST MARY Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 II 416592 572941.4
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28 10991 The Blackbird Inn 416535 572993
29 10992 Church of St. Mary 416588 572956
30 10993 Neolithic axes 416000 572000
31 10994 Vicar‘s Pele: a medieval tower house on north side of Main Street 416475 572838
32 10995 Rebellion House, High Callerton 416151 570494
33 10996 Bronze Age beaker 416000 572000
34 10998 Little Eland, deserted medieval village (site of) 416300 573600
35 10999 Eland Hall (Great Eland), ?manorial demesne settlement 417000 573400
36 11000 Darras Hall (formerly Callerton Darreynes), deserted medieval village (site of) 415200 571200
37 11001 Little Callerton, ?deserted medieval village (site of) 415500 572200
38 11004 The Old Rectory 416542 572907
39 11008 Garden wall and dovecote attached to east of Eland Hall 417148 573340
40 11010 Nos 3 and 5 Bell Villas 416670 572890
41 11011 Eland Hall 417120 573330
42 11012 Gatepiers and garden wall to east of The Old Rectory 416550 572910
43 11012 Gatepiers and garden wall to east of The Old Rectory 416550 572870
44 11013 Nos 12 and 14 Main Street (north side) 416440 572820
45 11014 The Seven Stars Public House, Main Street (south side) 416520 572810
46 11015 Nos 21 to 25 (odd) Main Street (south side) 416501 572802
47 11016 Tomb of Sir Charles Ogle approx 40 yards North of Church of St. Mary 416576 572996
48 11017 Grace headstone approx 15 yards North-west of Church of St. Mary 416563 572971
49 11018 Warwick gravestone approx 10 yards West of Church of St. Mary 416561 572960
50 11019 Pearson and Potts headstones approx 5 yards West of Church of St. Mary 416564 572954
51 11020 Tones and Shireton headstones approx 10 yards South west of Church of St. Mary 416571 572940
52 11021 Bell headstone approx 10 yards South west of Church of St. Mary 416564 572944
53 11022 Forster and Turnbull headstones approx 10 yards South of Church of St. Mary 416587 572936
54 11023 Charlton headstone approx 3 yards South of Church of St.  Mary 416592 572941
55 11031 Ponteland Corn Mill and Mill Race 415864 572837
56 14036 Medieval ditches, Peel House 416478 572898
57 14910 Callerton Hall Rest Home 416063 570478
58 14911 Gateway approx 20 yards west of Callerton Hall 416028 570480
59 14912 Oriel House and Coach Cottage 416077 570474
60 14913 Garden walls and gateways south of Oriel House and Coach Cottage 416084 570459
61 14914 Callerton House 416064 570511
62 14933 Newton Cottage 416101 570515
63 15266 Ponteland Prisoner of War Camp 414650 570880
64 18920 Fletcher‘s Well 414589 571941
65 19474 Well near Eland Hall 417085 573280
66 19475 Site of Castle Ward Union Workhouse 416546 573324
67 19477 Site of Lady Well, Ponteland 416143 572816
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95 1017042 Vicar‘s Pele: a medieval tower house on north side of Main Street 416472.8 572838.6

ID Her 
No.

Name X Coord Y Coord

68 19478 Site of stepping stones across the Pont 416372 572747
69 19479 Site of stepping stones across the Pont 416521 572778
70 19480 Well south of The Diamond Inn 416579 572571
71 19482 Bridge across the Pont 416615 572874
72 19483 Clickemin Bridge 417022 572804
73 19490 Well 415490 572326
74 19491 Site of pond, Little Callerton 415318 571981
75 19492 Unnamed mill, Little Callerton, Ponteland 415204 572159
76 19493 Ford across burn 416660 572054
77 19496 Well, Darras Hall 415378 570769
78 19497 Darras Hall, Ponteland 415533 570543
79 19498 Site of the Boiling Well 415778 570860
80 19499 Well north of High Callerton 416035 570617
81 20849 Site of Ponteland Brick and Tile Works 415000 572000
82 21681 No. 16 (Eland Lodge) and No. 18 North Road 416570 573147
83 22885 Byres at Home Farm, High Callerton 416064 570568
84 22886 Farm buildings at Home Farm, High Callerton 416057 570539
85 22887 Farm cottage at Home Farm, High Callerton 416131 570518
86 22888 Farmbuilding range at Home Farm, High Callerton 416149 570523
87 22996 Stable block at Home Farm, High Callerton 416060 570522
88 24049 Medieval features, Ponteland 416530 572890
89 24994 Wallridge Colliery railway line, Wallridge-Ponteland 416648 572635
90 25486 Ponteland Memorial Hall, Ponteland 416404 572648
91 25937 Milepost on A696 in Ponteland 416282 572798
92 27398 Gosforth and Ponteland Railway 416367 573040
93 27399 Ponteland Railway Station 416234 572956
94 27400 Darras Hall Station 415167 571443
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